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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH.IMGTON

July 14,

It is
hono1�

the

.

fitting

that Colby College

memory of General Herbert M.

of its most distinBuished aJ_mnni,

1930 •.

should
Lord,

one

whose career

was a continuing ho no r to his alrr:a mater.

General

Lord's services to country were of high value,
in his c onduc t of

to many,

..,

tho Bureau of the Budget he set

standards that will be permanently useful

Nation;

and

to the

Hi::; peI'sonal qualities endeared him
and I

· am

glad to 1•emember him not only

as a fellow public servant

but

also as a friend.

/

· ��
/·
.
. . /�
/

� ·.

CALVIN COOLIDGE
M'OlltTHAl'IPTO:W
KASSACHUSeTTS

June

:t:r.

liorbert

c.

10, 19:30

Li1by,

General Herbert M. Lord eerved
as Directl'l' o.f the Bureau of the B::dget
all the time that I was President.
He was
a me.n of ability; great courage and fine
character.
lfo had a. cenius fo1: ficures
that �avcd tllis Country billions of dollars
in cxpeudi ture.
I never ca.n.e :!.n con ta.ct with
a finer public eer.vant.
Very truly youre,

TR.IBFTES TO

GENERAL

HERBERT MAYHEW

LORD, OF

THE

CLASS OF

1884
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Editorial Notes
The announc e
ment appear
ing in the report o f t h e
annual meeting of the
B oard of Trustees , pub
lished in this issue, that
the C o 11 e g e is to be
moved from its present
site as soon as " feasi
ble," will be read by
many o f our readers
with mingled feelings.
S imply to talk about
moving is one thing ; to
know for a certainty
that the College is event
ually to be moved is
quite another thing. It
is hard to visualize the
old camr;us deserted, the
old buildings abandoned,
the old familiar scenes
and landmarks lost for
ever. It is this sense of
the reality o f the thing that stirs the emo
tions. It is the l ifting of the anchor and the
setting of the sails. Ordinarily one thinks
of a college as something fixed because
long established and therefore as perma
nent in its setting as the ocean or the stars
or the earth we tread. The enormous ex
pense involved in moving campuses and
buildings has tended, of course, to empha
size this fixedness of our colleges. Fur
thermore the infrequency with which col
leges move, an in frequency due in part to
sentiment aga1nst transiency, has l ikewise
contributed to longevity on the original
�ites. B ut, alas, with the newer days when
even college professors talk in terms of the
million, and really understand the term, to
find new sites for rapidly growing colleges,
to pick up pack and baggage and overnight
be upon the way, is no longer an unheard
of procedure. Insofar as our own Colby
is concerned., it remained for the new
leader, fresh from a great institution, to
make definite announcement about the imMoving
the
C allege

perative necessity o f a new site. His o ften
repeated declaration that i f Colby remains
on its present site for the next 50 years
there would be no Colby aroused general
interest, and public comment followed.
When he repeated it be fore the Board of
Trustees they sat up very straight and gave
respectful attention. So impressed have
they been with his solemn warning, that
the trustees have now voted unanimously
to "move . " The way thus far has been
clear enough. To vote to move was a
simple matter o f co· r rect phraseology. But
from this point on the road presents many
divergent by-ways, all unusually attractive
in certain features. Up to a very short
time ago there was no idea connected w ith
moving Colby except to move somewhere
within the city's limits. It was unthinkable
that the College would be moved beyond
the city's borders. Then out of a clear
sky came several offers of sites in other
places and other states. The one offer that
is proving most attractive of all i s that
made by Mr. William H. Gannett, of Au
gusta, whose name has been long associated
with the Gannett Publishing Company, and
who, j ust now, is receiving so much pub
licity in connection with his extensive air
plane j ourneys over many parts of the
world. His son, Mr. Guy P. Gannett, long
associated with his father, is the publisher
of a number of Maine papers, including
the Portland Press-Herald, and Express,
the Kennebec Journal, and the Waterville
Sentinel. It may safely be assumed that
whatever offer may be made by Mr. W. H.
Gannett will receive the hearty support o f
M r . Guy P. Gannett. M r . Gannett's offer
is published elsewhere in this issue. It
includes the beauti ful Ganeston Park, in
Augusta, adjoining Mr. Gannett's estate,
and is conditional upon the raising o f $J,500,ooo with which to establish a college
in the capital city. This offer has been
followed by a very widespread interest on
the part of Augusta people in the proj ect.
There is every reason in the world why
they should be interested. The offer o f
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Mr. Gannett is in every sense praiseworthy,
and the interest of the Augusta people is
to be commended. They know full well
that they could never secure a more valu
able acquisition than Colby College. Nat
urally enough, the offer from Augusta has
aroused the people of Waterville, and the
city and its citizens have been very active
in devising w ays and means of retaining
the C ollege. Elsewhere in the ALUMNUS
appears the letter sent by the Mayor o f
the city to the B oard of Trustees. It means
what it says. Not only will the city find
a site and present it to the College, but it
will attend to all necessary improvements
such as roadways, sewers, and water mains.
The group of citizens interested have
underwritten the sum of $100 ,000 as an
i ndication of their good faith . Thus our
readers have presented to them two fairly
definite propositions, and yet the propo
sitions are capable o f expansion. Water
ville's offer is more than likely to be en
larged, the definite and unqualified interest
of her I 5 ,000 people is more than likely
.. to be much more strongly expressed, and
. the pledge of financial support is certain
to be made to round out the six figures.
On the other hand, Augusta, with its group
of wealthy men, may yet make it possible
for the College to meet the terms set forth
in Mr. Gannett's offer, that is, they are
more than likely to find the three and a
half million dollars. Highly significant of
the certainty by Mr. Gannett that the offer
w ill be finally accepted is the fact that since
making the offer he has purchased 30 more
acres of land a dj oining his park, and has
in contemplation the purchase of additional
land. In the final analysis the problem o f
future location resolves itsel f into dollars
and cents with sentiment playing but a lone
part. The committee of the B oard ap
pointed to ·recommend a site is composed
o f several groups : one group would prob
ably never vote for a site outside Water
ville ; another group is willing to follow
through with Augusta's offer ; while a third
group is non-committ al. Thus it may be,
in the long run, that sentiment in ·regard
to location may play such an interacting
part that it may be the final arbiter. It is,
of course, hard to visualize Waterville
without Colby ; it is not so hard to visualize
Colby without Waterville. Colby can exist
much more easily without Waterville , than
can \Vaterville exist without Colby. The

College is Waterville's bread and butter.
It is the city's largest institution. While
estimates vary, the most conservative citi
zen places the revenue derived by the city
from the College at a million and a quarter.
Many maintain that this figure is far too
low. The fact is, when one undertakes to
estimate the actual revenue, one finds it an
impossible task. There are endless indirect
benefits, not the least of which is that which
comes from the great number o f families
that move into the city for the purpose. of
educating thei r children. But to count its
value in dollars alone is hardly a safe cri
terion. The city is known the country over
as the home of Colby and therefore as a
place o f culture and o f opportunity. The
city thus becomes the mecca for many
people. That any educational institution
gives tone and character to a place is ad
mittedly true. As an asset to the city,
therefore, Colby becomes incalculably valu
able. The conclusion o f the whole matter
is, therefore, that if Colby should be re
moved to a place so far distant from
Waterville that the College no longer looks
upon the city as its home a most disastrous
blow will have been struck against the city.
No one at all sensibly in formed will o r can
deny the truth of this assertion. It is rea
sonable to assume, therefore, that a mone
tary offer of sufficient size to meet M r.
Gannett's stipulations, along with the valu
able site offered so generously by him, will
lose to Waterville its most valuable posses
sion. While it is not the province of the
ALUMNUS to take sides in the present con
test over a future site for the College, and
so prejudge or make more difficult the work
of the special committee, nevertheless it is
prompted to suggest to Waterville citizens
a way to present to the Colby authorities
the most effective appeal, and this it does
in another editorial on Waterville and
Colby.
'' Possession is nine points
of the law," but only when
the thing possessed is of in
estimable value. I f search o f the records
be made it will be found that a vast num
ber of people, some o f them former citizens
of Waterville, have sacrificed much for old
Waterville College and for Colby. In the
days of dire need, when the College faced
suspension if not extinction, these loyal and
far-seeing men and women gave of their

Waterville
,and Colby
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substance and of their time and talent that
the College might live . A l l of which gives
the College a great past, as its does the city
a royal heritage . These men and women
knew full well what it meant to have the
College in their midst, and they were will
ing to give generously to maintain it and
t o show interest in it. As the years wore
on and the needs of the growing institution
increased, the College found it necessary
and wise and wholly justified in turning to
the people for their continued support. I f
i n late years the College has turned to the
city for help with less confidence of getting
it, the fact may be charged up largely to a
perverted sense o f the relationship of the.
two institutions. The city has come to loo�c
upon the College as a fixity, and has treated
it in late years in such attitude. The Col
lege has felt, and rightly so, that in part
return for what the College was yearly
bringing to the city, her citizens might be
expected to show a very deep and abiding
interest in the wel fare o f the institution .
The unvarnished truth may as well be
;: stated, and frankly admitted as such, that
' in the last three or four campaigns for
funds, conducted by the College, citizens
of Waterville have shown an amazingly
apathetic attitude. A few citizens, includ
ing graduates of the College, responded
with small pledges, far too small to make
an appreciable showing. In the campaign
for the New Athletic Building many promi
nent merchants gave absolutely nothing. In
the campaign for the hal f-million endow
ment, the total pledges made by Waterville
citizens proved the most discouraging blow
to tlie promoters of the campaign. Those
able to give much, gave little ; those able
to give something, gave nothing. The in
crease d endowment meant a larger Colby,
with all that that could mean to the city,
and it is quite impossible, even now, for
these citizens to plead ignorance of the real
opportunity. 'The blow had been struck,
and .. eiiects are still keenly felt. It has
se
at times as though the city, as such,
had ittle or no interest in the College. Her
citizens have seemed to take the ground
t;Jiat as the College is located in Waterville
Jt is therefore a prize possessed. So much
1t10re immediate past which is not
for
�tber prophetic of mutual and exclu
ttes.
The present situation is most
a..lllll {or the city. As President John
� i t: it is not impossible

that the new site for Colby may be beyond
the limits of the city. Therein is the great
est challenge ever to be presented to the
city which is so largely dependent upon the
College for much that makes a city at
tractive to multitudes of people. I f the
citizens of Augusta, should by hook or
crook, come forward with some $3,500,000,
and thus meet the conditions laid down by
Mr. Gannett, or should thi� be found im
possible, and Mr. Gannett revise his fig
ures in a way to permit Augusta to meet
the terms, then the chances are as ten to
one that the Board of Trustees would find
it next to impossible to re fuse the offer.
The situation at most and least is serious
enough for Waterville . And the way ahead
for \f\faterville seems clear enough : First,
her citizens should form a committee com
posed of several hundred of her leading
people, each and all pledged to do what is
possible by united action to retain the Col
lege. Second, this committee, large enough
to be impressive , should pledge its support
to the College toward the accomplishment
of every worthy aim it seeks, and this
pledge should be binding upon all future
generations. Third, sites must be found
and the pick of them ·�ffered free to the
special committee acting, .for the College .
Fourth, a concerted effort, intelligently
planned and carried out, should be under
taken by the Waterville Committee to se
cure from some source or sources a sum
of money approaching the figure named by
Mr. Gannett. As between the two cities,
Waterville may safely figure upon certain
advantages in its present struggle to keep
the College . Not the least of these is that
the College is already located in the city.
That makes it easier for the College to
move within the c1tv than to some point
without. It may also count on the loyalty,
through sentiment, of many influential
graduates who would strongly insist that
the College be kept in Waterville. But it
tpust not forget that others would enter
tain kindly offers from other places if such
offers gave the College an opportunity for
greater growth and continued support. It
may again sa fely count on what value there
may be attached to the loyalty and the sac
rifice of former residents of \Vatervil le .
That is a valuable heritage, even i f i n the
later years it has been a little vitiated. And
yet again, it may safely count on the fact
that there are few o f the trustees and few
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of the graduates who wou l d expect Water
ville to do as well financially as Augusta.
The widow's mite was looked upon as o f
priceless value, not because of i t s size but
because of the spirit that prompted the
giving. All of these are tremendous bene
fits. The next important step for Water
v ille is to organize her citizens into a very
large-and the larger the better-group of
" Friends o f Colby," for· each to pledge
"as purposeth in his heart," certainly "not
grudgingly," and in such wise show to the
governing body of the College and to the
4,000 graduates that the home folks deeply
desire to keep the College within its sacred
walls. All of which means active, long
continued, and intelligently planned work.

2 93

ings, on an exactness in dealing with fig
ures that amaze d people, and his public
record today a fter an experience in which
he handled money counted in the billions
i s one that i s spotlessly clean. The great
and important lesson that his li fe teaches
to this and to all succeeding generations is
very much the same as that taught by an
other great American, General Washington,
first President o f the Nation, that to be a
good citizen one must look- upon the public
till not as something to raid, but as some
thing to guard, that the honest public ser
vant will seek to put in rather than to take
out. His work as Director o f Finance of
the Great \Var, and his work as Director
o f the Bureau o f the Budget o f the Unite d
States are glorious examples o f what a
public servant can do and has done for his
country. That he gave o f his best is but
partial tribute to this great citizen ; but to
say that he gave of his best and that the
best which he gave was not to be surpasse d
is to come nearer t o the f�ll meed o f praise
that i s his due. How great is the honor
that this man has shed upon the College
that nurtured him! The entire graduate
body bows in grie f at his passing.

On the desk of the Editor
is an impressive stack o f
newspaper clippings, mostly editorials, and
all of them tributes to Herbert Mayhew
Lord. To read them is to gain a quick and
j ust estimate of this famous son of Maine
and this beloved son of old Colby. Out
standing in these tributes is the very high
sense of honor which attaches to General
Lord's name. He was always the personi
fication of honesty, scrupulou· s ly care ful in
There are many wielders
his public business and painstakingly mind Eighty-Odd
o f the pen who would like
ful of a duty to his conscience. \Vhen he
was given a p:.tbl" c task o f a monetary to be able to write about people and their
character to do he did it with an eye single affai_rs as frankly and as critica1 ly, and yet
to exactness of dealings. It was as i f he as kmdly as does Eighty-Odd whose annual
were handling a strictly personal matter. letter to the ALUMNUS appears on other
When he srent a dollar for the Government pages. He has a style very much his own.
he was tremendously fussy about seeing to When Professor Taylor calls him a "genius"
it that the dollar was wisely spent. The he has found the word that best describes
most remarkable feature of this remark him. Few there are who can put so much
able trait o f General Lord is that i f there in such little space, say it so comprehen
was no good reason to spend the dollar, it sively and_ entertaini ngly. His style is quite
simply was not spent. Witness the account, the opposite of that which i s used in the
told so graphically by Mr. Walker in his �adly ·'padded" novels o f the day. Just
article on General Lord found elsewhere in what there is about his style that makes
this issue. o f what happened to the $200,- him such a universal favorite-receiving
more comments than any other writer in
000 set aside by the Government to aid the
the
ALUMNUS-may be a matter of one's
Salem fire-sufferers. General Lord, who
,
personal
judgmen t, but the Editor ventures
to
back
turned
ha<l the spending in charge,
to
say
that
it is the touch of sentiment that
are
There
$150,�.
some
the Government
run
s
throu
Herbert
servants.
public
such
few
too
all
� h his lines. Read the passage
_
Lord knew in his boyhood what it meant t� llmg o f his �valk up the hills to the pos
to feel the pinch of poverty, and he came sible future site of Colby, of his hearing
to know how hard it is for some people for the first time in many long years the
to pay their taxes, and when it came his rippling song o f the bob-o-link . Then and
way to spend public funds, i t was not like there he forgets all about his walk, all about
him to forget his early impressive lessons. Commencement, and away he goes a long
He prided himself on honesty in his deal- memory's path to those "dear dead days."

Our Tribute
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It is Eighty-Odd at his best. And when
he speaks o f persons and their affairs he
invariably finds something good to say
about them. His is a kindly nature that
shines forth in all that he writes-a man
of great sentiment. How any one can pos
sibly take umbrage at anything he says i s
quite beyond belie f. I t is because he always
says something worthwhile, and says it in
kindly vei n and in beauti ful diction, that
the E ditor encourages him each year to
continue his contributions. That the grad
uates in the hundreds read all that he writes
and enj oy every word of it, is attested to
by the many letters received.
All present discussion
about securing a new
site for the College is conditioned solely
upon the raising of three and one-hal f mil
lion dollars, and of moving f rom the old
to the new site at one given time. There
is yet another alternative plan advocated
by some, namely, to secure a site near the
present iocation i f possible and then by
slow stages, or rapid stages, move from the
old to the new location. I f it is found in
the short course of time impossible to meet
the conditions laid down in the Gannett
offer, and if the city of Waterville has
nothing further to offer than has already
been made, then this third plan may in the
end be adopted. It has its advantages,
chief of which is that with the possibility
of the city furnishing a site, the work of
laying out the grounds and o f undertaking
their immediate improvement and the plac
ing of one or more buildings upon the new
campus might be begun at once. This plan
would have the additional benefit of offer
ing no delay in the steady onward move
ment and growth of the College. And that
there should be no retardation is extremely
important . This alternative plan is worth
very serious consideration.

A n Alternative

' ' I 'm going to have a home
made garden!" w a s t h e
solemn declaration o f a cer
tain gentleman who for many years had
longed to become an ''agriculturist." Three
months later this same gentleman was heard
to comment upon his venture somewhat as
follows: "I f I had known that it was to
cost me ten dollars for seed, four dollars
for fertilizer, six dollars for garden imple
ments, twenty-five dollars for labor, and

Some
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three solid months of personal labor in
fighting doves, bugs, and small boys, and
then at harvest-time, get nothing but a
mighty poor crop, I should never have ven
tured into farming! " A decision by the
Trustees to move the College is bound to
bring them quite as many troubles as finally
belabored the young tille r of the soil. Here
is a small enumeration o f problems that
they are to face against the time o f
harvest : I . S hall we move the College
within or without the city? 2. Shall we
move the College be fore we have ascer
tained the will o f the graduate body? 3.
Shall we go forward with the moving i f
there develops a strong disagreement among
these graduates about the place of future
settlement? 4. Shall we move only and
when we have the full sum necessary, or
shall we move by degrees? 5. Shall senti
ment or money count the more heavily?
6. I f we move the College, what shall we
do with the abandoned buildings and pres
ent campus? 7. Be fore moving, sha11 we
not need to know definitely that what i s
le ft behind can be reali zed upon? 8 . I f
we move the College, isn't it then the time
to retain the women's buildings where they
are and establish a distinct unit? 9. I sn't
it possible, a fter all, to enter into some
ag �eement with the railroad company to
bmld a depot elsewhere in the city and to
do . away with an expensive grade by tun
nelmg under the campus ? IO. Isn't i t
possible t o d o a s Harvard College has done,
namely, to envelop such part of Cambridge
as it needed for expansion? And there are
several other pertinent inquiries that migh t
be propounded . B u t the above l i s t will
bother wise heads for some years to come.
The Editor is gratified at
the many commen ts made
on the publicatio n o f ex
cerpts from the letters of the late President
Roberts. Graduates seem to find them o f
especial interest because they serve t o make
-the President a living soul again-a vital
force among them. There is that about the
letters that has the spark o f l i fe that never
dies out. . They read as he spoke, and they
express \\'1th str� nge accuracy the thoughts
that he en�ertamed and shared with his
friends. It is a remarkable tribute to the
man that today, with the fast flowing li fe
ab��mt us. he should be so frequently re
called and so profound an impression le ft
The Roberts
Letters
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and be yet felt upon his fellow men . He
was what his letters disclose him to be: a
tremendous worker, vitally concerned over
details o f his li fe-endeavors, devoted whole
heartedly to the task of head� hip of the
_
College, and � n every sense a w1s� and JUSt
man. As pomted out by the Editor, not a
single line of his many letters reveals a
harsh criticism of any living person. The
late President knew the frailties of human
kind and he chose never to be harsh in a
world that needed the kind of Christian
spirit that so completely possessed him.
As a frontispiece to this
i ssue, there is reproduced
in half-tone the two per
sonal tributes to the late General Lord sent
t-0 the ALUMNUS by President Hoover and
former President Coolidge. A care ful read
ing o f them will at once disclose how very
remarkable the tributes are. They are not
mere per functorily composed tributes, but
genuine expressions of the sense of a seri
ous loss of a fallen comrade . And they
were written by the head of a great nation
and by his predecessor. Both are able to
bear like testimony to the worth of a great
son of Colby. Not only are the tributes
themselves remarkable for the extent of
their praise o f General Lord, both for his
work and for his worth, but they are
equally remarkable as indisputable evidence
of the fact that in a democracy like the
United States, those in highest authority
are so closely in touch with those they gov
ern that individual worth is not lost sight
of by them, and attention to very personal
requests is freelv given. The Editor wrote
tw o brie f letter � to the President and the
ex-President, and in each instance replies
came back within a remarkably short space
o f time . The letters sent to Mr. Hoover
and Mr. Coolidge are printed below :

Remarkable
Tributes

July 8, 1930.
Dear President HoO\·er:
Colby College has recently lost from its grad
uate bodv one o f its most di stinf]:ui shed sons,
General Herbert :M. Lord. In the forthcoming issue
of our graduates magazine, The Co �by Alumnus,
.
I desire to devote much space to his hf e and to
tributes that have been pai d to his memory. A.s
General Lord senred under you in his office as
Director o f the Bureau of the B udget, I am ven
tu ring to ask you, as h i s s up� rior officer, to send
_
_
me a brief word ot appreciation of the man and of
his work. I know this is asking a very great deal
of you, but I am placing the request on the very
.
highest possible groun ds. No man ever hved who
.
served his Country more faithfully or who held

i n such high regar d those . u n�er whom he did
his work. Your tribute will, m large measure,
be his reward.
Very truly you rs,
HERBERT c. LIBBY.
J une 4, 1930.
My dear M r. Coolidge:
.
Colby Co1lege has j ust lost out of its graduate
membership General Herbert M . �ord �ho serve.cl
_
the Country during y_o ur admm1strahon as Di
rector o f the B u reau of the B udget. I !1 t�e � orth
coming issue of our graduates maga�me it is my
wish to devote much space to a review of Gen
eral Lor d 's career; and knowing f rom personal
talks with him how highly he r�garded you as
his superior officer, I am ven� u rmg to ask you
to let me include i n the magazine your own per
sonal tribute. This is asking very much. of you,
but as the request i s made in n ? com!Iler�1al, sense
and only in the h ighest sense m which l.ife s best
values are counted, I venture to make it.
Most cordially yours,
HERBERT c. LIBBY.

A good deal was said at
Commencement time about
as it had bearing � po,n
ially
espec
sentiment,
the moving of the College beyond the city . s
limits. Some were disposed to treat � t
lightly. Others were disposed to regard it
of priceless value . The AL�HINUS . takes
stand with those who hold 1t of highest
value. One may discount it as one may,
still the truth holds that there is no stronger
bond on earth than that which we call sen
timent. Disregard it insofar as the Col
lege is concerned, and you no longer have
a College in the truest sense � f the term.
There will be a cold, calculatmg, money
making educational institution and it will
have about it nothing of the romance that
makes life throb v.,·ith human interest. No
body cares to attend such an institution. The
··Spires of Oxford" have prompted many
a bit ot verse and many a story that
has thrille::l generations of college youth .
Around and about the campus of old Har
vard and old Yale and old Princeton and
old Amherst and old Colby are woven
stories of daring youth, of youth ful esca
pades, all very harmless but full of ro
mance. \Vhen the graduate comes back
, for his Commencement, he wants to look
in upon his old room in old North College ,
o r run out o n the diamond where he tossed
the ball in the game with Bowdoin back
in umpty-seven, or to climb the stairs o f
the old Recitation Building t o see the room
where '' Dutchy" used to teach . Rare soul
indeed that does not look in upon the old
chapel seats, and browse again among the
books in the old Library. Few returning
Sentiment
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graduates who do not want to meet again
those who gave them the wisest of instruc
tion . Sentiment i s the one great bond that
ties graduate to college, and that attracts
back to the campus the graduate who has
long been absent from the " old familiar
scenes." Sentiment i s woven into every
college song, and every college story. One
can no more disregard it than one can dis
regard the love of mother and father. So
it is that when it comes to moving the Col
lege from WaterviJle , sentiment comes in
to play its strange and powerful role . In
the long run it wins out, for money is not
to be compared unto it.
As was stated in the ALUM
NUS at the time President
] ohnson came to the head
of the College. we were , as a n insti '· n ti on,
to undergo a radical change. It could not
well be otherwise . It was expected that
President Johnson would wish to conduct
the affairs of the College on somewhat
different lines from that here'lofore . He
was there fore given freest rein. A year
has gone by. Driefly sunmnri -e J , =t c: n
', safely be said 6at man/ ex-:ellent chc:i.nges
in the business onduct of the CoJege have
been made . Neede d clerks have been added
to handle much bmine:s that required con
stant attenticn . The new :Cean of Men,
long greatly needed. has b�en a boon to
the new administration . The new officer
has been able to take off the shoulders of
the President a great many relatively un
important duties, b·Jt duties that required
most careful attention . The selection of a
full-time �uperintenclent o f buildings and
grounds is to b� highly commended. T te
plant should have tl:e se ··vices o f su �h a
man . G '"eater atten �ion has been given
during the . past year to up-keep of prop
erty, and this lns been most imp:n tant.
But prob1bly th e greJ.te�t bcne5t of all,
and yet the one least kno\vn to the public,
is that wh�ch has c� me to the teaching
staff. All throu_:-h the year, aside from
tne mere routine. they have been given
important topics of an e d1 ·cational an d ad
ministrative nature to deal with. Reports
have been submitted to the full teaching
staff by mem1Jers of the faculty, and defi
nite action has in several instances been
taken. In all this the President has been
the constant and care ful leader. Groups
o f faculty men and groups of students have
The Year
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met o ften for con ference and from these
conferences have come most important de
cisions affecting the future o f the College .
For the first time in many years, there has
been required attendance upon the Men 's
Assembly, and three times each week the
men have assembled in almost their full
number. This has had the tendency to
uni fy the work o f the College. As for the
President himsel f, no man could have given
himsel f more unsparingly to the College .
Its \velfare h a s been h i s constant attention .
T o carry the i deals o f the College to vast
numbers of people, President Johnrnn has
travelled extensively, and has spoken al
most constantly be fore many large gather
ings of oeople. His messages have been
widely reported, and the fame of the Col
lege extended. The President has attacked
all of the problems that have faced him in
most courageous and happy mien� has kept
always be fore him that Colby is a Christian
college , and has seen to it at all times that
the leadership of the Great Master is o f
prime importance. He is not easi ly dis
turbed by ruffied waters, and he carries his
duties in consequence light-heartedly but
none the less consecratedly. He has in
spired graduates and undergraduates to
follow his leadership, and very much has
therefore been accomplished. He has made
every effort to enlarge the influence of
the College by being less a resident of
vVaterville and much more a resident o f
Maine. This may have rernlted in causing
the people of \Vaterville to think of Presi
dent Johnson as less interested in their
immediate affairs than have other Presi
dents of the College, bat the ALt: l\I KUS is
of the opinion that he is tremendously
interested in the city and its people and
desires the fullest kind of cooperation.
And the ALU MNUS is also of the opinion
that he does not propose to confine his
interests to vVaterville alone, and in this
attitude he is pursuing the wisest possible
course. That is exactly what a Colby
President must do. Every year that ends
- should see a long list of new friends-and
highly influential friends - linked up in
indis::oluble bonds to Old Colby, and thi s
is the goal that President Johnson has con
stantly be fore him. He is proving to be
the right man in the presidency. and our
graduates can serve the College no more
effectively than supporting the President in
all that he is seeking to do.
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Back Home Again
EIGHTY- O DD

Have been back home again !
\Vouldn't have missed this Commencement for the world.
Lively !
Peppy !
The kind o f Commencement that sets the
clocks ahead.
And they are on Daylight Time at that.
\Voul d that some gracious soul might de
vi se some scheme to get everybody to move
on uni form time !
'' Standard or Daylight ?" is a query that
drives a fellow frantic, especially i f that
fellow keeps his watch on Standard and is
attending a Comm encement that is run on
Daylight.
Ye gods ! \Vhy two times ?
Returning to the subj ect o f Commence
ment. How some folks who call them
selves Colby grads can deliberately fail to
take in these annual gatherings of the clan
is entirely beyond my imagination. They
are, that is, these occasions, invigorating,
youth-renewing,
reminiscently-delightful,
altogether worth-while. They are four days
of possible great happiness.
You meet those you once knew and won
der how many years it has been since they
lost their hair. S ome o f the girls you re
member as so blithesome and gay are now
large and plumpy and a little less attractive
than in the dear dance days o f yore. You
remember that young fellow in the eighties
who dressed in such natty suits and shaved
so meticulously ? Well, I met him this year,
and he had on a dull mixture and forgot
to shave the week before. He seemed to
have lost his enthusiasm. And you recall
the fellow in the early nineties who was
always springing j okes on you ? I met him,
too. The habit is still strong upon him.
B ut the worst of it is, his j okes haven' t
changed much in forty years. He had one
new one about a Scotchman. He tried one
of more recent vintage-about the Ford.
He was otherwise as he was-in statu q u o .
Except that he had his oldest son with him
- duplicate o f his father - tall, angular,
skinny chap that grinned w idely and gen
erously when you looked in his direction.
I remember that his father had the same

propensity-forty-five years ago. Talk about
atavism !
Yes, sir ! Four days o f "recalls" and
'' remembrances, " and you either have the
blues, or the spirit-of-Chicago, or hope-in
the-making about you. Artyway, you j our
ney home with a feeling o f infinite satis
faction that, so far as you know, you are
still young, still optimistic, and still deter
min.ed to keep up the annual home-j our
neyings.
For a good many years now I have been
sending in, at the earnest request of Pro
fessor Libby, a report of my Commence
ment ''findings." In some years I have
reYiewed the events in detail. I am minded
not to do so this year. \Vhy, I don't know.
I rather think the spirit of generalizing is
upon me. And then, I am all stirred up
over this removal-o f-Colby subj ect.
"Moving the College" !
'Twas about all I heard.
I got a little sick of it, and yet I know
it's a mighty important subj ect right now.
And a bit touchy on the subj ect are s_o me
good folks that I met.
Especially the vVaterville neighbors.
And well they may be.
Great j inks for them if Colby should
move down the river or up the river or
over the river.
Means an annual loss in round dollars
of a million or more.
\Vhy shouldn't a few of them begin to
get excited ?
But, the Lord forgive me, I 'm away
ahead of my yarn.
Arrived early in the city. As usual, the
good Professor was on hand to welcome
me. It wouldn't be Commencement i f
H. C. L . wasn't somewhere about t o direct
my weary toes. He stretched out his warm
' hand for the annual clasp, and I said "Sure
thing" before h e could put up to me the
annual coax : "\Vill yo u contribute your
annual to the ALU::\INUS ?"
My sudden assent or pre-assent took him
completely unaware. He paled for a mo
ment, j ust as any good editor would and
should when some one pays in advance.
Campus all aglow with electric lights. I
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rttle crrcu sy, perhaps, but warm 
el ome home. I ventured over
..._"o&& avnal H all - what memories that
D1Ul<lll'lt l? bnngs back - of professors and
fl('•�t(lent go e, of a whole ho t of boys
ho have in the years "gone
glan e within, and I can see
vellel'labl 1e form on the little platform. One
Like a pageant
COiin.es , and another goes.
o other days
Wi1tllt n the old library room I get all the
IW:$ta.•ry tickets for the four-day "show."
UM;;J QC: ntally, I forgot to register, although
g chaps in charge urged me to sign
Thought I had better keep on
ea:rwu concealment-at least until some
m'3i"lft•- my identity, as some one some
ure to do
events on the program : I took in
r!'4tste1ene Reception. Never miss this
accl011lrt of the �1 r punch that is
��11 L
t over from one year to the
r that abides I missed both
e play....a.., nd they told
m11tiw good �uction. I
,wu�iaureate, Alumni Lunch,
U18.MlmllC!Ltmt• eJiret'\o sw�, and Dinner, and
Senior class
e at
listened in at the
1 ed out on the dedot parilding
�-·..:.� •lllllllr. llill"lteE�especuw.y a fter seeing
�--� HtnmJrest .lCllOkttlf!' bnck struc
othes-lme
And
place
for
·

No more alibis-with this egg-hatchery
complete .
On the whole, I think I did pretty well
to get in all these events and at the ame
time do a lot of cruising over the city and
beyond.
It takes time to talk, and recall and hark
back, and then say it all over again ju t
before parting.
I met one old classmate who a ctually in
vited me ten different times to visit him,
and at each invitation I qlade a full accept
ance speech. If the shades of night had
not fallen, we would have been inviting and
accepting yet.
S trange, isn't it, why i t is necessary, or
seems necessary, to say anything over so
many times ?
That's why I admire Cal Coolidge. H e
doesn't even say it once.
The contrast is distinctly pleasing.
Let me get a few of the real events out
of the way.
Class-day exercises. Always interesting
They furnish the real old-time recall. I
always sit there in the sun and see mysel f
back 45 to 50 years ago. Doesn't do to be
exact. I always find some one in the class
that acts the way I must have acted. Pretty
bold, and smart, almost too smart. There
I am ! And then I think ho migb
sut'I
den that smartness and
chance to ooze out. It ent
first
quarts-full the mommg of
never
of C ollege And I ha
e to tum
back in eh quanums ..
But I al a s enj oy these
reasons.. L
erases for o
yo
speak, and to r u
f
are
the fu.lflmeot
I
·

THE COLBY ALUMNUS
authority has it been done away with ? again and that by
" Forget not the ancient landmarks which slow degrees his
thy fathers have set." That's worth keep speech is coming
ing in mind. In this rapid age we are top back. We are all
pling everything over. Little of sentiment hoping that he will
-all too little. What else is there in l i fe ? , yet be among us
That old Pipe o f Peace has been passed again, and t h a t
about for a good many years, and the hoping is as near
legend behind it is a good one to heed. praying as p o o r
Passing the bow 1 around th e circle is clear human atoms can
evidence that peace reigns, and that is what make it. G r e a t
should reign when the class parts a fter four man, Norman Basyears of .c lose intimacy and of some mis sett. Right in his
N ORMAN BASSETT, ' 9 1
understandings and rivalries. It may be prime.
Missed by E ighty-Odd
0n the
that smoking has become so common that bench of the State,
the old custom on class day has lost its and rendering the sort o f service one would
meaning. B ut I would cling to the old as expect o f him. vVhat a trustee he was !
long as the rope held.
Had the interests of the College at heart
Res tore the bowl ? And all else that all the t ime. His condition today can be
bridges the years .
traced in no smal l measure to his long
The dedication o f the Athletic Building labors for his College. He never counted
followed, but I pas$ed it up. Chiefly be the cost.
cause it was so hot, and no cool drinks were
Now, for a moment, back to the Presi
being dispensed under the glassy roof. dent's Reception, on Friday evening.
Then, too, the idea o f dedicating a building
You meet the folks here, all dressed up
on the eve of moving away from it aroused in their best bib and tucker. First in line
such conflicting emotions within my con is the new President and his wi fe-never
fused breast that I chose the Elmwood met Mrs. Johnson before. Delightful wo
veranda instead.
man-gracious in her manner, good smile>
New management at the Elmwood. It and a real genuine handshake.
was needed. Whole atmosphere of the place
What a lot there is in a handshake. Met
is better.
a mighty nice looking graduate earlier in
New paint, and bright awnings, and a the day. Wanned right up to him-until
genial smile on the landlord's face will work I shook hands with h im. His hand slipped
miracles. I like to put up at this college through my big palm as a mouse's tail slips.
hostelry. Here you meet all the old boys out of a trap. When I don't get a good
and many new ones. They come and go, handshake, I size my man up. I so sized
chatting about old days, and the new wrin Warren Harding up long be fore there was.
kles. All interesting. Perhaps you don't any real scandal about his " strange death ."
Mrs. Johnson took right hold royally.
shake hands with them but j ust to identi fy
them in the crowd is a valuable pastime. Lucky thing to have a gracious first lady
Almost invariably you meet George Mur in a college community. I 'll wager a dollar
ray, '79, and Frank Padelford, '9 1 , and Bill against a doughnut that folks like her,
Craw ford, '82, and Raymond Pierce, '98, Democrati c. Full of fun. The President
and George Smith, '93, and many another looked younger than he did last year.
Found li fe's elixir in his new j ob. He is
rare soul.
One familiar face I missed from the making good, and stirring things up, and
Elmwood crowds-Norman Bassett's. And doing things in a new way, and having a
how I missed his breezy talk, his contagious lovely time doing it. He so impressed me
laugh , his stirrings-about, chatting here and when I chatted with him for one o f those
there, calling out to this one and that one, rare minutes that a fellow gets when he's
always full of l i fe and ready with humor being pushed along a line. Met the Dean
ous anecdotes ! M ore than a year ago h e of Women-delightful woman. And the
w a s suddenly struck down b y paralysis heads of the two graduate organizations, my
which affected his right side and bere ft him old friend, Doc. Hill, and Mrs. Hill, she
o f the power o f speech. Careful inquiry also of B oston. Hill doesn't look a day
tells me that he is now able to get about older than when he was in College. Met
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others in line, but for the life of me I don't
know who. Yes, yes, of course, met Herb
\tVadsworth, he o f my day. He stands the
ordeal of presiding over the august B oard
of Trustees well. I should think it would
kill any man a fter a year at it. B ut Her
bert doesn't take it too seriously, although
he shirks no duty and no one beats him to
it.
Good man for the place. Almost a
hobby with him. B etter than gol f. And
y ou can keep your eye on the ball most o f
the time.
Mingled in the crowd and met some of
the '75 men. Missed some of the old faces
-Cornish, and Smiley-what losses to the
College ! And did I miss Prexy Roberts ?
I did. I miss him more and more as the
years slip by. H e was always the life o f
the Reception. Moved about like a caged
lion, accosting this one and that. Almost
impossible to keep him at the head of the
line. What work he did for the old Col
lege, and generations of C olby men will not
forget him or the work he wrought.
Met a few o f the faculty. Too bad they
are not more in evidence during Commence
ment. Where do they keep themselves ex
cept when they are on dress parade, and
at such times unapproachable ? Ought to
be out among the graduates. There are
some new ones-strong men, I hear, but no
one showed me to them. Why not have a
special l ine o f faculty men at the Reception,
so that the old grads can meet up with the
new culturists ?
I t was near midnight when I sought my
cot at the Elmwood-a contented man from
having seen so much and met so many. As
I drifted off into dreamland I had the sat
is fying feeling of having lived l i fe anew,
of having done a congenial duty, and o f
quiet and happy anticipation o f some glo
rious hours yet to come.
Saturday noon came the Alumni Lunch.
Good feed, as usual. I l ike the way it is
served up.
.
And what a dinner it proved to be ! You
ran write it up in a usual way and it will.
tell nothing that's new. But if you j udge
it by the post-prandial, it reads differently.
It was a whang of a dinner !
Good
speaking. with a punch, real mean.
mg.
\Vaterville's mayor had a warning for
those present against moving Colby any
where else except \vithin \Vaterville's pre
cinct . "There are legal reasons," was his
·

.

first line of defense. And so on. A good
speech.
.
.
And Doc Hill, who preside d, said Mr.
Dubord was the eighth Colby man to serve
the city as chief magistr ate. Profess or
Libby served j ust before M r. Du � ord to � k
the reins. Colby has thus played its part m
municipal affairs.
But someho w, when the legal argume nt
butts up against the necessity argumen t and
the sentimen tal argument and a few other
like argumen ts, it pales into nothingn ess.
When Frank Padel ford-th e fellow who
persuade d Frank Johnson to accept the
presidency-got to his feet, the whole tenor
o f the dinner changed.
How Frank went to it !
He made the Watervi lle crowd sit right
up straight.
B ecause he talked straight. N ever minced
words. S aid he, i n substance, this moving
the college is nothing new. We've seen the
need of it for years. We began talking
about it in earnest a few years back . I t
must b e moved. Whether it b e moved
within the confines of this city or outside
its confines, where's the difference ? We're
a fter the wel fare o f this old College, let the
city go hang.
Of course, Frank didn't say "hang." I
said that. But Frank might as well have
said it. Of course, he doesn't dislike \Vater
ville. Not at all. Only Waterville must
not stand in the way o f the wheels o f prog
ress. \tVhen a college starts to move, she
j ust simply naturally moves, and if a l ittle
city o f 1 5,000 people, who have never given
very generously to college enterprise, gets
under the wheels, woe betide the l ittle city.
Said Frank : What makes the difference
anyway whether the college is moved two
miles or twenty miles ?
That was a poser !
Old Doc H ill's eyes snapped fire !
The Mayor's eyes went into a slit.
And there was grinding and gnashing o f
molars.
It was a great speech, even if it didn't
suit the Waterville contingent.
Harry Koopman, �so, spoke h is speech.
And it was a good one. Nothing fire-eating
about it. Don't think he mentioned the
moving of the College. Therefore there
\Yere those who listened to it and those \Yho
didn't. Harry is a poet and a linguist and
a scholar and a l ibrarian and a lover of old
Colby, and a good fellow withal.
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And John Pugsley spoke. A little fierv.
Some things he doesn't like. Thinks tl; e
College shoul d have more publicity.
Ye gods ! It has got more publicity this
last year than in twenty years before.
Pugsley must be reading the Oshkosh H er- '
ald and not the Maine papers. \!\!hat kind
o f publicity would h e h ave ? And h aven't
we had a publicity agent for pretty much
of the last year ? But Pugsley stirred 'em
up. And the evening and the morning were
the fourth day.
Judge Hurd, '90, spoke quietly and mod
estly, as becometh men of the '90s. Hasn't
been back for a good many years. Been
corraled down in the Philippine Islands
dispensi ng j ustice, of the '90-brand. Loves
the College-always has, and always will.
Judge i s a fine fell ow, and was well in
ducted into l i fe by us fellows o f the late
eighties. Ought to be a good j udge. Glad
to see him back. Come o ften, Judge. We
have missed you through the years.
Then came Frank Johnson - Prexy
Frank. He was aglow with his message.
Reviewed what had gone before, and then
pepped right into the "moving" plan. Noth
ing to Colby in fi fty years, h e dec1ared, i f
\Ye keep right in here between the railroad
and the river. Now that we have got to
move, let's be reasonable about it, and all
move together, no matter where. Never
will do to move in squadrons. United
front !
Then Frank said something that made
the crowd gasp.
It was a carefully guarded remark, so
care fully guarded that most of the folks
didn't sense its true meaning. I 'm not go
ing to attempt to quote him verbatim. He
said that he didn't love Waterville much,
and Augusta less, when compared with his
love for . Colby. I think he used the word
· · relatively." It was a mighty important
l ittle word, and there were some who didn 't
hear it.
Hence the gasps.
Of course, he likes Waterville. And o f
course he likes Colby a good sight better
than he l ikes Waterville.
That's easy !
The upshot o f his speech was that the
crowd came away from the dinner with a
pretty definite notion that Frank favored
moYing Colby out of \Vaterville. I got this
from all sides. But I think the crowd got
hiE1 ' :rang. He's neutral, or trying hard

to be. Presidents have to be. Can't tie
the bag up before the game i s sure, you
know.
And the dinner was over !
Great meeting. Much better than last
year, when Brother Philbrook had those
dozen officers elected "according to the
Consti tu ti on."
You graduates who are missing the an
nual dinner are missing something.
Now let me see where I go from here.
Baccalaureate Sermon was a good one.
Young Gilkey, imported from Chicago, a
city somewhat famed for its gunmen. The
sermon was understandable. That's in its
� avor. And he said something worth hear
mg.
But Gilkey, and a lot more of the theo
logs, have got a heap of work to do right
near the Lakes. It must have seemed quiet
like for Gilkey to tarry in Waterville. Not
a shot fired while he was within the city
limits. Not even a woodchuck killed. Tame
for Chicagoans.
I always like the morning Sunday service.
Takes me away back. Like to see the
seniors file in and out. Like to see the
Faculty togged up. Like to see some o f
the trustees a t a religious service. Fi rst
time for some of them in a long time. How
serious they look. Awfu11y uncomfortable
for some of them. But serving a Baptist
college they have to measure up somewhere
near to the Baptist standard. But they
looked strained. Thus is the service help
ful in more ways than one.
S unday a fternoon free. Glad to have
a few hours to travel about.
And I went out on Western avenue to
the hill on which they plan to locate the
College. 1Twas hot going out, and hotter
coming back, and as hot as Hades on top
of the hill.
M agnificent view from the top. Anyway
you look. Looks down on the city like a
sentinel. I used to climb this hill nearly.
fi fty years ago. As I recall it, there was
no apple orchard on it then. And no fence.
But the rocks were there. More trees then.
The view wasn't the same. Except that
the blue skies were overhead, and the ever
green trees in the great bowl around the
hill, and the old Messalonskee creeping
along its ancient way. Was there a rail
road track then ? I think so. I know that
the walk out was a little rougher in the old
days.
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Great view, but I 'm not sure it's the place
for the College. No water handy. Too
few trees.
0 gentle reader, may I pause here j ust
long enough to tell you something a bit per
sonal ?
vVhen I had climbed the ol d fence that
skirts the road up past the hill, and I was
threading my way along an old cow-path,
between hillocks on which grew the winter
green and the strawberry, and in the little
vales the fragrant fern, and the white daisy,
and the buttercup-on the way up a bird
flew overhead and for the first time in lo !
how many years ! I heard again the note
of a bob-a-link ? That lilting note com
pletely unnerved me. Forgive me, for even
telling you this, but I sat down on a rock
far up on that hillside, and i f tears came
trickling down my face it was all because
of the note of a little bob-a-link that I used
to hear and follow through the early sum
mer in the fields behind my father's house.
With that song there came drifting back
all the memories of those distant years.
Faces came back. Scenes long since for
gotten came flooding back. I re-lived fi fty
years and more, while s itting there on that
old rock on that old hill overlooking Water
ville, and if I saw but dimly with the physi
cal eye, through the eye of precious mem
ory I saw brilliantly, happily, longingly
again. I suppose Harry Koopman would
call that poetic fancy. I don't know. But
I do know that I wouldn't have missed that
song of the bob-o-link for a thousand silver
dollars. A fter all, it is only when past and
present are happily linked together that life
seems richest and best.
Sunday evening I went down-in time
to hear Woodman B radbury at the Baptist
Church . Woodman i s an old stand-by.
Regular fell ow. Hasn't changed much in
the years. Doesn't seem to grow old in
appearance or in thought. Gave us a fine
message, brief, and pointed, and well ex
pressed. Then Harry Koopman read us
hi5 poem. I like poems, when I get their ,
meanings, and Harry's was simple enough .
A b i t imaginary in spots, perhaps. Last
part best. He got down to business then.
It takes a poet like Harry a deuce o f a
while to sav what's on his mind. Sounds
like a hymn-over and over again. That's
poetry.
The old church has changed a good deal.
I remember it in the old days. Plain, aus-

tere but full of rich memori es eyen then.
Don\ l ike it so well now. And the College,
I am told has dri fted away from it as a
meeting-p l� ce, or has the church dri fted
away from the College ?
A good night's rest, and Monday da\\,-ned
"brite and fair."
Again at the opera house for th � morn
ing's exercises. Glad to see the semors get
their diplomas. They had waited through
three or four hot da "'vs for them ! They
deserved them for having suffered so
patiently. Glad to see the degrees given
out as they \i\·ere ! Especially glad to see
H ilton get a hood. He's a strong man, I 'm
told. Dartmouth man, but that doesn't hurt
him. Colby and Dartmouth haYe always
been fast friends. Much in common. Pres
i dent Hopkins got his honorary degree
from Colby back at the Centennial. But
Hilton i s .a big business man, and is well
to-do and is generous, and knows how to ap
preciate small th i ngs like small colleges. H e
will d o something for Colbv. \Vhy not ?
He can't take anything with him to the
Great Beyond. If I am any j udge o f folks,
he's the type that believes i n doing things
promptly, generously, and wisely. Keep
your eye on him. I like him. Liked his
face, an d his manner.
Commencement Dinner followed as usual.
· Good dinner, even i f it was a hot day. I
enj oyed it from every angle. Liked the
speeches, especially the clear-cut statement
of "\;Vadsworth - "Herbert \Vadsvrnrth.
chairman o f the Board." H e talked lik �
a business man. No frills. But he said a
good deal. Talked about the maying, and
the excellent points o f the College and the
teachers and the students and the trustees.
All o f which is admitted matter. But it
had to be said, and Herbert said it well.
Miss Dunn, Professor Dunn, nO\Y Trus
tee Dunn, spoke delightfully. Smart wo
man. On leave of absence from her teach
ing. And while on leave, they up and make
her a member of the Board. Don't know
what she represented when she spoke.
Doesn't need to represent anybody. Fully
capable o f speaking for hersel f. She has
been a generous giver to the College, of
money and talent.
And her brother, Harry Dunn , '96, was
about during Commencement. Harry did
business around the streets of Boston for
a good many years. Now he has gone to
Cali fornia-hand ling some big estates there.
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He has made some money, and now plays
gol f a good deal. Aw fully glad to see him
again. Too bad he had to get so far away.
East is good enough. We need him. Great
lawyer, he is. Thinker.
And Colonel Albee spoke, and well. Glad
to have him associated with the College.
Old friend o f Prexy Johnson. And a man
of great worth. And others spoke, but why
should I run on here indefinitely ?
It has been a delight to send this to
ALUM N US readers, provided, of course, it
i n any way pleases them. A good many of

them have written me, first and last, to keep
on with my comments, and I 'm glad to heed
the call.
A great Commencement !
All's well with the College !
And we shall be going back again, and
again, and yet again , and I 'm prophesying
that when we do go back, whether next year
or ten years hence, we shall be buying a
ticket for Waterville !
But we shall see.
My best regards to you all !

Herbert Mayhew Lord, '84
BY ERNEST G. WALKER, A.B ., ' 90
There's a new made grave in historic i n both as chief. These were Maj . Gen.
Arlington-southward on the higher groun d Roderick L. Carmichael, Chief o f Finance ;
where the long, wide outlook into Virginia Maj . Gen. Kenzie W. Walker, retired, for
and Maryland balances a sweeping view o f mer chie f ; Col. Frederick W. Coleman,
Washington C ity a n d the Potomac River. assistant chief ; and Maj . Selden Armat ;
Thither in the brigh t forenoon sunshine o f and from the B ureau of the B udget Assist
the fourth o f June friends bore the mortal ant Director R. 0. Kloeber, and Charles
remains of Herbert M. Lord and laid him H . Fullaway, F. W. Wright and Fred J.
to rest with the full military honors o f an Bailey, assistants to the Director. Mem
army brigadier.
bers of the family at the cemetery included
S impli city and dignity characterized these the widow, M rs. Annie Stuart Lord, and
last rites. The cortege with a flag decked a daughter, Mrs. Ruth Van Renssalaer,
coffin on an army caisson started from the who w ere with Gen. Lord when he died,
Woodley apartm ents, where Gen. and M rs. and a son, Maj . Kenneth L ord from Fort
Lord i n recent weeks had been residing, S ill who has recently been ordered to
moved across the city into Georgetown over Washington.
the beauti ful new Francis Scott Key bridge,
\Vith saddened hearts members of the
up through the Fort M eyer Cavalry post funeral party turned away from the scene
reservation and at the adj acent cemetery where, i mmediately around, lie other emi
gate was met by a military escort. The nent soldier dead i n the reposeful setting
procession then passed on to a spot near o f shade trees and monuments. Not far
Gen. Nelson Miles avenue and assembled away are mainmast and turret of the Maine
that were li fted out o f Havana Harbor, the
around the grave.
The only funeral service was held there massive marble amphitheater that a Maine
u nder the open sky. This was as Gen. Lord veteran originated and rows on rows of
himsel f preferred . It was impressively con Civil \Var, Spani sh ·war and ·world \Var
ducted by \Villiam G. B iederman, former graves.
If the General's spirit hovers about his
reader of the First Christian Service
Church where the deceased affiliated. A last resting place, it may behold below by
volley o f musketry and the sounding of taps the Potomac an interesting outline o f the
Government seat, where as a public servant
attended the commitment o f the body.
There ';ms pre ent a notable group o f he was exceptionally capable and faith ful.
friends, among them t h e eight honorary Conspicuous are the large st ructures now
pall bearers. Four were officials and a n rising as part of the newer \Vasbington and
ex-official from the Finance Bureau o f the designed to make the city a most beauti ful
Army and four \Yere from the Bureau o f world capital . These include the great me
the B udget, Gen. Lord having had sen-ice morial bridge o f sentimental importance as
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T H E L A T E G E K E RAL H E R B E RT :MAYH E W L O R D , OF THE C L A S S OF 1 8 84
O n e of the :N a t i o n ' s l\Iost Conspicuo us

P ublic Servants a n d O n e of Colby's �lost D i s t i ngui bed S ons

linking the North and South indissolubly.
and huge departmental buildings, some well
nigh completed, others just begun. They
are to house becomingly and com fortably
extensive government agencies whose ex
penses Gen. Lord as head of the Budget
was instrumental in conserYing. Promi
nently in the eye from this Yantage point

stand out the Lincoln l\Iemorial . the \\Tash
ington �Ionument, the Capitol and the Li
brary of Congress in a long cross city line
that bespeak maj estic features in American
history.
.
ender the Capitol dome, considerabh
eastward, Gen. Lord began his Yariecl o ffi
cial duties at \Yashington . This "Titer re-
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calls his first appearance there. It was in
the l 89o's when Representative Dingley had
become chairman o f the Ways and Means
Committee and the Congress had looming
before it the enactment o f a tariff. Coming
the � f r.om Rockland a fter newspaper ex-·
penence there, as well as at Denver, Colo.,
and Cardiff, Tenn . , he took his place at the
desk in the large outer room o f the Vvays
and M eans Committee j ust across the east
corridor from the hall of Representatives.
This was a favorable point for contact with
important persons in the legislative whi rl.
The new comer from Rockland, then about
35 years old and intellectually well matured,
rapidly i dentified himself as a man of
humor and engaging personality. Speaker
Reed was then still dominant at the Capitol.
Both political parties were represented in
Senate and House by the ablest men to
have served there in two generations .
The complicated w ork of tariff making
brought Gen. Lord into intimate contact
with these big men in the Congress. He
�ained their confidence and gratitude by
his patience, ability and industry. The
i mportance to his subsequent career of the
official friendships he made then i s not
easi ly overstated. What he learned about
the Congressional way o f transacting busi
ness stood him in excellent s tead as he rose
step by step to departmental assignments of
responsibility.
N o one appreciated his Rockland con
stituenfs good work at the Capitol more
than Representative D ingley. When Pres
ident McKinley was preparing for the war
with S pain in the S pring of 1 898 it was at
M r. Dingley's instance that Herbert Lord's
name was written down in the list o f much
coveted appo intments as major and pay
master of volunteers. Upon his honorable
discharge three years later from the Volun
teer service he was appointed as captain
and paymaster in the regular army estab
lishment. M eanwh ile Washington lost sight
of him as he went away for duty at various
posts, one o f these in the Philippines. But
when Chairman Sereno Payne o f Ways and
M eans and Chairman Aldrich o f the Senate
Finance Committee were in the throes o f
another tariff enactment, Maj . Lord ap
peared again one day at the Capitol and
took up his old place near the table with
the Congressional c on ferees. President
Roosevelt at their suggestion had called him
to Washington because no one else was

quite as thoroughly a master o f orderly
a rrangement for the hundreds of perplex
i ng amendments in controversy between the
two houses.
Within a few years another President
called him. This was in the winter o f
1 9 14- 1 5, following the great fire a t Salem,
Mass. Suffering there moved Congress to
appropriate $200,000 for immediate relief.
The law was enacted out o f humane con
siderations, but the exercise of wi e dis
cretion in the disbursement of the money
was very necessary. Gen. Lord-selected
by President Wilson for this duty-eventu
ally turned $ 1 53,000 of the fund back into
the Treasury.
Quite naturally he was ordered to \¥ash
i ngton as the United States entered the
World :War. He became Army Liberty
Loan officer and late in 1 9 1 8 was appointed
assistant to Maj . Gen. Goethals with the
title of Director of Finance. During the
less than 20 months in which the United
S tates participated in that war Gen . Lord
theoretically paid out more than $24,000 , 000, 000 . He was a warded a Distinguished
Service Medal " for exceptionally merito
rious and conspicuous service" as assistant
to the Quartermaster General and as Di
rector of Finance. On July 1 5 , 1 9 1 9, he was
promoted to the grade o f B rigadier Gen
eral and a year later became Chief of Fi
nance in the Quartermaster General's office
-a new title for the office of Director. He
served there till June 30, 1 922, when he
went upon the retired l ist of the Army with
24 years in its various grades to his credit.
I mmediately President Harding appoint
ed him Director o f the Budget. Efforts to
establish a federal budget system, begun
during the second Wilson administration,
had been completed and Gen . Charles G.
Dawes, a fterwards Vice President and now
Ambassador to London, had been the first
director. There had been a nation-wide
search for a capable successor. The nomi
nation of Gen. Lord, already o f wide·repu
tation and, by long service in responsible
posts familiar with government operation ,
was received w ith approval.
The Director of the Budget serves under
the President. His duty is to edit and
revise official estimates for appropriations
to be made by Congress. These estimates
are forwarded each December to the House
of Representatives. The work is of great
magnitude and requires a large office force.
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The Director surveys all bureau and de dramatizin g statistics. He was not ashamed
partmental expenditures. To him come the of spreading the gospel, as he did day in and
head of all official enterprises that spend day . out, that if Federal officials and em
goyernment money. He passes judgment ployes would learn how to save the pennies,
in the first instance o n a great variety o f the tax payers' dollars would take care o f
� roposals. H i s decisions involve investiga themselves ." There was more o r less fun at
t 10ns on a colossal scale. The records made his expense as the Nation's cheeseparer -in
up in his office, on receiving presidential chief. His " Woodpecke rs' Club" and the
approval, are passed on for the gui dance o f "Two Per Cent Club" which he organized
Congress where, according t o t h e budget to stimulate economy in Government offices
law, the appropriation s must be voted so were targets for considerable badinage but
that the garment will fit the cloth.
were none the less effective in keeping gov
As D irector of the Budget Gen . Lord ernment expenses down. President Cool
became an important personage. Men, o f idge's economical admini stration was greatcourse, called him a Czar. In some aspects ly furthered by Gen. Lord.
.
a success ful Director of the Budget must
The budget idea for all concerns that had
be, but he brought a kindly humor to his to spend money was by no means a novel
work and those at grips with him could one at t hat time but under Gen. Lord's
not ignore the earnestness o f his efforts to tenure at \Vashington it reached a heyday
be fair. An interesting incident of his ad of popularity. He arranged his own house
ministration was a remarkable memory for hold expenses on a budget plan and told
figures. The President and h i s Director o f about it ,\·ith attractive anecdotes. Every
the B udget have a n annual meeting o f Gov householder and wage earner should oper
ernment executives in a l ocal auditorium , ate on a budget, as much as every town,
when their addresses about matters and city and state. He travelled far and wide
methods of public economy are broadcasted describing details of the procedure before
by radio. At one of these meetings hun assemblies of citizens and in certain in
dreds of thousands in the radio audience stances before legislatures. As "the world's
heard Gen. Lord quote a long array of fig greate ·t paymaster" Gen. Lord advocated
ures but did not know that he spoke with budgetary control of publi c spendings to
out notes and that a careful check of his reduce local tax burdens as he with the sup
address showed he was correct to a penny. port of two Presidents had used it in re
He had an abhorrence of round numbers.
ducing federal tax burdens.
In his office at the Treasury Department
\Vith President Coolidge's approval he
he s p en� long hours calculating, counting, formulated a comprehensive plan for bud
cons1denng where a few dollars or a few get operations in state, county and mu
thousands or a million might be trimmed nicipalities and presented it in I 92 5 at a
from the estimates of appropriations sub meeting o f prominent bankers and business
mitted f r o m Government
agencies. The President told
him each year that the bud
get submitted to Congress
should not exceed a stated
amount and Gen. Lord's
activities thenceforth were
devoted to cutting the thou
sands of i tems of federal
appropriations accordingly.
He was a pleasing public
speaker. As one commen
tator expressed it, he "had
a knack of humanizing the
drab duty of saving Uncle
Sam's money. He k n e w
how to preach Government
GE:NERAL LORD 'S GRAVE AT ARLINGTON
economy in pointed para
'Yi·eath a n d temporary headboard i n foreground m a rk the burial site.
bles. He had a genius for
The grave is o n a hillside of s outhern exposure.
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men at the B ankers' Club i n N ew York.
H e placed before this meeting figures to
show that whereas the Federal Government
was steadily reducing taxes all other forms
of government were raising their levies.
" vVhat the Federal Government has done
toward economy i n public expenditures,"
h e told the meeting, "has been more than
nullified by what the local organizations
have done i n raising taxes. There can be
no real reduction until these lesser forms
o f government likewise start to reduce."
H is suggestions on this line had grown out
·o f applications from business men for help
in getting tax relief. The first of these was
Jacob Pfeiffer, president of the M iller Rub
ber Company of Akron, Ohio, who also led
a grou p of tax burdened citizens there.
Otto Kahn, Gerard Swope, president of the
General Electric Company ; I rving T. B ush,
the late John T . Pratt o f Standard Oil mil
lions ; Ex-Secretary o f the T reasury David
F. H ouston, James W. Gerard, former Am
bassador t o Germany, and a score o f others,
who heard his address at the Bankers' Club,
were impressed by his appeal. They took
no definite action, although a committee
headed by M r. Pratt had the matter under
a dvisement. Not long a fterward Gen. Lord

How to Extend Inftuence of
Colby
vVhen the reader

IS

through

with his copy o f the ALUl.\l N US,
and his i nterest in the College
has been deepened a bit, help
extend the influence of the Col

described his idea to a group o f Chicago
business men, one of whom was \,Yill
Dawes, leading Chicago banker.
Thus for seven years he worked inces
santly "in detecting and drying up the tiny
rivulets of loss, whose combined current
would have swelled i nto a torrent." Under
Harding, Coolidge and Hoover he ';raised
thrift to its proper place in the science of
government." Then a year ago, when 70,
he formally took leave o f office and an
nounced his intention of going into private
business. Impairment of his health pre
vented this and a fter a winter in Florida
he returned with his family to Washington
planning to pass the summer in Maine.
The close o f his public service here and
also his unexpected death brought out ex
ceptional comments about his character and
usefulness. ''His memory will long be re
vered at Washington as that o f an uncom
monly meritorious American, " ran one local
editorial in an appraisement of his career.
"The United States was never served more
faith fully than it was served by this sturdy
son o f Maine," read another. "He leaYes
an enduring reputation and will always be
gratefully remembered by those who knew
him and his work. "
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Libraries and Scholars*
C . F. T U C K ER
�Ir. President, Members and Guests of
Phi B eta Kappa : I begin to realize how
very serious a thing it i s to invite anyone
to talk to a chapter of Phi B et a Kappa.
\Ve all have aspirations to be serious which,
in the course o f any well-regulated aca
demic li fe, are kept very well in check. We
can do no better than to try to be serious
on most occasions o f li fe. . . . Tonight I
shall not be long, but I fear you may find
me unduly serious. The subj ect which wa s
presented to me, as your President has
divulged, was " The Henry E. Huntington
Library and Art Gallery in California." I t
i s quite true that I spent some months there
last year and that I am acquainted with
the physical configuration o f that part o f
the desert between Hollywood and San
Marino . I could tell you a great deal about
the climate, and it would be quite as true
as anything you have learned from anyone
else who has lived in Cali fornia for any
length o f time.
The Huntington Library has not always
been in San Marino, in the outskirts o f
Pasadena. \\Then I first made i t s acquaint
ance it was in N ew York on Fi fty-third
Street in the Huntington mansion there. It
was very much smaller than it is now, very
much newer. I remember very pleasantly
the days when it was a small and entirely
in formal a ffair, to which any respectable
person could, by writing, gain admission.
l\Iy first visit was in order to see a unique
copy of an old Elizabethan play. There
was one copy at Yale University, the only
copy of one edition. There was one other
edition, the only copy of which was in Mr.
Huntington's library. I wrote to ask per
mission to see it, received a very gracious
answer, calculated on the time required to
reach New York a fter my last lecture and
to return to New York before my next
engagement, and cheerfully took the train.
I met l\fr. Huntington's secretary and
talked with him for some forty-five min
utes. I was then introduced to Mr. Hunt
ington, very amiable-as all great collectors
seem to be-and Mr. Huntington in person
showed me the books which he had. It was
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an extreme honor, but I was thinking about
the work I wanted to do before I took the
train back to New H aven. Mr. Hunting
ton was very certain I should see Ameri
cana, but I had come to see a book o f the
1 6th century. I had j ust fQurteen minutes !
The library was later removed to M r .
Huntington's residence in southern Cali
fornia and is now a very large ins ti tu tion
occupying two great houses, one for the
books and one for the pictures. E ssentially
it consists of about four or five great col
lections, of which the best known to the
generai public is the collection of 1 8th
century English painting, housed in the
original Huntington residence, containing,
among much else, at least a dozen of the
greatest portraits by Reynolds, Romney,.
Gaii:isborough, and the other eminent paint
ers of that period in England, contempora
ries of Doctor Johnson. There is also a great
deal of fine sculpture by French artists o f
the 1 8th century. Then there are the man
uscripts, which form a collection by them
selves-enormous quantities of manuscripts
which have been bought sometimes in such
bulk that no one has had an opportunity yet
to find out exactly what is there. Indeed,
the genial and efficient Curator of M S S . ,
Captain Hazelden, cannot start a thorough
catalogue till he gets a proj ected new build
ing in which to spread his treasures out.
They are now stacked on top o f one another
to the height of ten feet. One of the great
items is the S towe collection of manu-
scripts, which came from Stowe Manor in
England. They are the papers collected in
this country manor house, which had in the
old days its own law court and social ad
ministration, all by itself . They go back
to the time o f the Norman Conquest. There
we have a complete record of practi cally
, everything that it was thought necessary
to record o f this little section o f the country
from the middle o f the I 1 th century down
to within the last fi fty year s, or so.
Then of the books ! There i s in the first
place a uniquely precious collection o f
books before 1 640--m ainly early English
and Latin books, beginning with the Guten-

*:NOTE :
Th i s ad d ress was del i vned by D r. B rooke a t the a n n ua l banq uet of t h e Colby Chapter of P h i B eta .
D r. B rooke is proff'ssor of E ng l i s h at Yale U n iversity.-The Editor.
Kappa on A p r i l 4, 1 9 3 0, E lmwood H ot e l .
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burg B ible, including lots of Caxtons and
including a very great collection of which
I will say j ust a word later on. There is,
also, an 1 8th centu ry collection, which par
allels the 1 8th century art in the Art Gal
lery ; and there is a great collection of books
on America, in which Mr. H untington was
particularly interested. They have there the
manuscript o f the Autobiography of Ben
j amin Franklin which contains a good many
things which were not allowed to go into
print. One 9f the tasks of the Library i s
t o bring out an authoritative edition o f
that manuscript a n d o f many other unique
items.
When one meets a great library face to
face, l ives there for a while in order to
look u p the history and associations o f the
books which are there , one comes to get a
realization o f the place that libraries, as a
whole, have filled in the education and cul
ture of our people, and of the tasks that
have been performed, and the accidents
that have occurred , in order to carry on
the continuance o f our literary cultivation.
There are i n the H untington Library, or in
any o f the great collections in the posses
sion of persons of great wealth, books
whose existence is owing to certain indi
viduals whose names and careers will come
up to meet you whenever you deal with
English scholarship. They are the people
who saved our literary civilization for us
a fter the English Reformation. I f you
think of the libraries and the learning i n
England be fore t h e Reformation-before
1 500 let us say-anyone who knows that
period knows that literary civilization was
a matter of the monasteries. These monas
teries w ere scattered everywhere around
the island. They have only one thing in
common : that they are all extinct ; that
they are all ruined ; nothing remains except
a few relics of the old centuries of culture.
There was Glastonbury in the Southwest of
England, I ona i n the Hebri �es , off the
Scottish coast, and St. A ugustme s Abbey
in Canterbury, and Whitby on the coast o f
Yorkshire, and the H oly Isle o ff the coast
of Northumber land, and Abingdon near
Oxford , and-perhaps the greatest of all
B u ry St. Edmunds, not very far f rom
Cambridge. And these all have in common
just the fact that they were originally the
places where the culture and education o f
England resided ; they were the real un � 
versities o f the i sland, and they have thi s

i n common, that they are now all ruined.
They all shared the fate of the monasteries
which were destroyed in 1 538. In the mon
asteries were the libraries, all the books that
existed at that time. The property of these
dissolved monasteries was quickly snatched
up by the persons of influence about the
Court, and the disregarded books were scat
tered everywhere.
Let me read you a passage, very brief,
which shows the situation in the middle of
the 1 6th century, a few years before the
birth o f Shakespeare. This is by John Bale,
whose friend, John Leland, was the first
person called an antiquary. Leland was so
entitled by King Henry VIII in 1 533 and
given permission to search for English an
tiquities i n all the libraries and other places
where they might be found. He j ourneyed
through England from 1 534 to 1 542, j ust
the period when the monasteries were first
being rifled. He traveled about, investigat
ing rarities, finding out where books were,
and published his work in "The Laborious
Journey of John Leland, Antiquary." It
may or may not be relevant to add that i n
1 5 50 he w a s solemnly adjudged to b e in
sane. He was the first person in modern
England to display any interest of this kind.
Now his work has come to us through his
colleague, John Bale, who describes the
conditions :
"Never had we been o ffended for the loss o f
our l ibraries, being so many i n number, a n d in
so desolate places for the mo re part, if the chief
monuments and most notable works o f our ex
cellent w ri ters had been reserved. I f there had
been in every shire o f England but one solemn
l ibrary, to the preservation o f these noble works
a n d preferment of good l earnings in our pos
terity, i t had been yet somewhat.
"But to destroy all without cons i deration is,
and w i l l be u n to England for ever, a most hor
rible in famy among the grave seniors of other
nations.
A great number of them w h ich pur
chased those superstitious mansions reserved of
those l ibrary books, some to serve their j akes,
some to scour their candlesticks, and some to rub
their boots. Some they sol d to th� grocers and
soap-sel l ers, and some they sent over the sea to
the book-binders, not i n small number, but a t
times w h o l e s h i p s f u l l , to t h e wonderment of the
foreign nations. . . . I know a merchant man,
which shall at this time be nameless, that bought
the contents of two noble l ibraries for eleven
s h i l lings price, a shame it is to be spoken. T h i s
stuff hath he occupied [ i . e., employ e d ] i n t h e
stead o f gray paper by the space o f m o r e than
these ten years, and yet he hath store enough for
as many years to come. A prodigious example
i s this, and to be abhorred of all men which love
their nation as they sho u l d do."
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ituation was one almost analogous to
what happened when the great library o f
Alexandria was destroyed b y the Moors
the whole structure o f tradition was threat
ened with complete extinction, and at that
time there appeared the people whose e f
forts have made possible our libraries today,
and to whom any such l ibrary as the Hunt
ington owes a great debt .
The Society o f Antiquaries was founded
in 1 5 72, when Shakespeare was eight years
old, under the auspices o f Archbishop Par
ker, and met around like a club in the
houses of various gentlemen in London.
The meetings are described by Sir H enry
Spelman, the great l�wyer of the time. H e
i s writing in 1 6 1 4 :

The

"About 42 years since, divers Gentlemen in
London, studious of Antiquities, f ram'd them
selves i nto a College or Society o f Antiquaries,
appointing to meet every Friday weekly in the
Term, at a place agreed of, and for Lea rning
sake to confer upon some questions in that fac
ulty, and to sup together. The place, after a
meeting or two, became certain at Darb31-H o u.se,
where the Herald's Office is kept, and two ques
tions were p ropounded at every meeting, to be
handled at the next that followed; so that every
man had a se'nnight's respite to advise upon
them, and then to deliver his opinion. That which
secm'<l most material, was by one of the com
pany ( chosen for the purpose ) to be entcr'd in
a book, that so it might remain unto posterity.
The Society encreas'd daily; many persons o f
great worth, a s w e l l noble a s other Learned,
j oyning themselves unto it . . . . "

The Society had great ambitions. They
applied for a charter to be known as the
Royal Society of Antiquaries. They pro
posed to create a national library to be
called a fter t he name of the queen-Queen
Elizabeth's Library. But these things were
not favored by some of the powers of the
day. There was a fear that these men
might become too learned, and when James
I became king in l OOJ, he frowned upon the
efforts of the Royal Society to establish
learning on a national basis. There were
essentially two great practical purposes be
hind Parker and his colleagues. One o f
them was legal, and the other theological.
Archbishop Parker, at the head o f the
Church, who was "in hot water" both with
the H igh Church and with the Puritans and
with the Roman Catholics, found it ex
tremely convenient to get some definite in
formation about historical religion. The
monasteries had disappeared, the libraries
with them, and it was Parker w ith his e f-
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forts ' the efforts o f his friends and secretaries, that recovere d for us our knowled ge
of the early English language-the Anglo
Saxon, as we call it. No one had really
understood Old English for 400 years be
fore Parker appeared. The manuscrip ts
which had been in the various monasterie s,
and undisturbed by the monks, now were
scattered. Parker let it be known that he
had an interest in ol d books. It was re
garded as a rather wild hobby of the old
gentleman, j ust as if a Justice of the Su
preme Court should announce that he was
interested in postage stamps. It was a chil d
ish diversion. But the clergymen in the
different parishes and churches , when they
came across a quaint manuscript, were very
l ikely to send it on to the Archbishop, in
the hope that the Archbishop might remem
ber them when they had something sensible
to request of him. He thus collected a large
number o f books written in an unknown
tongue. Parker and his secretary, John
J oscelyn, proceeded to decipher this un
known language, getting their start much
as later lingui sts got their start for the
reading of Egyptian hieroglyphics-from a
sermon o f LEl fric o f which they had the
text both in Anglo-Saxon and in Latin .
The lawyers were also interested in the
getting the beginnings of the English com
mon law. Sir Henry Spelman investigated
old Saxon laws. Thus, our studies o f lan
guages and English law and the early
Christian history in B ritain all started to
gether, and resulted in three great collec
tions of books : the collection of Archbishop
Parker, which he gave to the University
of Cambridge, the collection of S ir Robert
Cotton, and that of Archbishop Laud who
had been president of St. John's at Ox ford.
Libraries were founded, the earliest one
being that of Sir Thomas Bodley at Ox
ford. There had been books at Oxf ord
during the Middle Ages, but in the time o f
Henry VII I and the time o f h i s son, Ed
ward VI, the old books had become pretty
completely destroyed by the fanatics o f the
' new faith, and the library which had been
built by Duke Humphrey o f Gloucester had
fallen into ruin completely, and there were
practically no books at Oxford. Thomas
Bodley was a man of the world, an am
bassador of Queen Elizabeth. When he
retired, he began establishing a library at
Oxford. He began by rebuilding Duke
Humphrey 's tottering edifice, collected
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books wherever they could be found-every
vvhere except in libraries-and in 1 603 he
opened the Bodleian Library, which was
the first o f the great collect ions s ince the
Reformation. A friend o f Bodley was Sir
Robert Bruce Cotton, who likewise made a ,
great collection o f books and manuscripts
that he arranged in twelve alcoves in his
house. Each alcove had in front o f it a
bust o f one of the twelve Caesars o f Rome,
and the contents of the Cotton Library are
still o f ten referred to by the name o f the
emperor · who presided over the particular
alcove which the manuscript or book was
in. Cotton's books finally passed into the
possession o f the English nati.on in 1 702,
and in 1 730 they \Vere stored in Ashburn
ham Hou se in London. That caught on fire,
and they were nearly destroyed . The most
precious thing i n that house was .the manu
script of the great old English poem,
B eowitlf) which now looks like newspaper
that has been burned in a grate. It was
all but consum ed. A certain part of it was
lost complet ely. The part o. f it which s1:1r
vived is now the greatest piece o f English
poetry before the Norman Conque st. Thus
were the brave antiqua ries privatel y estab
lishing libraries , carrying . on �u.lture, m.ak
ing learning possible, umvers1 ties feasible
"on their own hook."
\Ve owe a very g reat deal, al � o, to acto �s,
especial ly those o f us who are mterest ed . m
the theater and in plays. F irst, to Edwar d
Alleyn , the great Elizabe than actor, perhap s
the greates t - perhap s greater even than
Shakes peare's friend and colleagu e, B ur
bage. Edwar d Alleyn made an enormo us
fortune as an actor. He acted in M arlowe 's
plays and nearly everybo dy else's, except
perhap s S hakesp eare's. He retired from
the theater ultima tely on accoun t o f an em
barrass ing circum stance, so it is said, at
the perform ance o f Marlo "'. e's Doctor
Faustu s in which he was playmg the part
of the � agician . In the incanta tion scene
Alleyn observ ed one evenin g that when he
summo ned the Devil, somebo dy appeare d
who was not in the official cast of the play.
It bothere d him conside rably when thi s was
repeate d. He finally came to the conclus ion
that he was keepin g worse compan y than
he had intende d. He retired from the stage,
founde d a boys' school at Dulwich, then on
the outskir ts o f London , with the name o f
the College o f God's Gi ft. Dulwic h Col
lege still exists a founded by Edward

All �yn. There were the papers , the manu
scn pts, the play books, texts, that Alleyn
had collecte d. There were the official doc
uments which Alleyn' s father-i n-law, Philip
Henslow e, the great theatric al manage r
of Shakesp eare's time, accumul ated from
which you find the m inutest history ' of the
company its per formanc es, and a great
�
deal o f biography about the dramatist 's day.
There . was a most unique and importan t
collect10n of early editions of drama the
copies that Alleyn himself had had. T hey
\Vere all at Dulwich College in the l ibrary
of this boys' school. Some of them are
there still ; the play books for the most part
are not. The play books were removed
about r 8oo by a very great scholar, Ed
mund Malone. He belongs to the scholar
collectors. He had a passion for collecting.
He visited Dulwich College to see these old
documents of Alleyn and was impressed
by them. He particularly hungered and
thirsted for the unique editions of the plays
of Shakespeare and his contemporaries that
were there-Alleyn's own copies. He vis
ited the trustees of the school, ostensibly
in virtuous wrath and indignation. He re
buked them. He said that he had been to
the school , over the desti nies of which they
were presiding, and had been horrified to
find the boys exposed to the influence of
play books o f a most vicious character,
some of them. He thought they ought to
be ashamed of themselves for having such
literature in an elementary school, and when
they were sufficiently embarrassed, Mr. Ma
lone offered to relieve them by taking the
plays and presenting them w ith an equal
number of sermons guaranteed to do no
harm to any boys whatever. The trustees
accepted the proposition . Malone got per
haps the most interesting collection of Eliz
abethan plays in existence, and Dulwich
still has a collection of sermons !
There were other actor-collectors ; for
example, David Garrick, Johnson's friend,
whose collection is now in the B ritish Mu
seum. J. P. Kemble, the great brother o f
Mrs. S iddons, the actress, collected plays
and everyth ing relating to the drama. A fter
his death they were sold to the Duke o f
Devonshire for h i s collection and are now
in the Huntington Library. But even minor
actors were collecting plays, and I must
read you , i f you will let me, a scrap from
a letter which I came across regarding
James William Dodd, who was in Garrick's
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company in the late 1 8th century. The let
ter was written by the keeper of the Lam
beth Library-the library of the Archbishop
of Canterbury in London-Doctor Ducarel,
who died in 1 785 .
"One fine summer's day, in the year 1 764, going
i nto an old book-shop kept by an old woman and
her daughter, on the north side of M i ddle-Row,
Holbourn, to look for any ancient books ; not
being there long, looking round the s hop, be fore
Dodd the comedian came in, to search, as h e told
me, for any of Kit Marlow's plays. I asked the
old woman if she had any more books besi des
those i n the shop. She said 'she had ; but t hey
were in an inner room without any window
l ight ; and that the last person that had been
there was the noted book-worm Dr. Rawlinson,'
w ho then had been sleeping with h i s fathers some
few years . Mr. Dodd ask'd if i t was agreeable
for h i m to accompany me. We had two candles
ligh ted and going i nto thi s dark recess, saw a
great number of books laying on the g round,
which took us some hours looking over . . . .

"

We sometimes wonder why the actors o f
the 1 8th century a n d the early 1 9th century
seemed to be greater persons than are pro
duced at Hollywood today. One reason is
that th ey took their profession a great deal
more seriously. This vision of Dodd, who
was particularly famous in clownish parts
such as Sir Andrew Aguecheek in Twelfth
Night and Abel Drugger in Jonson's A l
chem ist-the idea o f the twenty-five year
old clown spending an afternoon in a dark
closet looking after old books, old plays !
gives us an idea that he took his work seri
ously. Charles Lamb has the classical ac
count o f Dodd i n his essay on some of the
old actors, which you may know :
" Fe w now remember Dodd.
What an Ague
cheek the s tage lost in him !
Lovegrove, who
came nearest to the old acto rs, revived the char
acter some few seasons ago, and made it suffi
ciently grotesque ; but Dodd was it, as it came
out o f nature's hands. It might be said to remain
in puris naturalibus. In expressing slowness of
apprehension this actor surpassed all others. You
coul d see the first dawn o f an i dea stealing slowly
over his countenance, climbing up by l i ttle and
l ittle, with a pai n ful process, till i t cleared up at
last to the fulness of a twilight conception-its '
h ighest meridian. He seemed to keep back his
i ntellect, as some have had the power to retard
their pulsation. The balloon takes less time in
filling, than it took to cov e r the expansion o f h i s
broad moony face o v e r a l l i t s quarters w i t h ex
pressi on.
A glimmer o f understanding woul d
appear in a corner of h i s eye, and for lack o f
f u e l g o out again. A part o f h i s forehead woul d
catch a l i ttle i n tell igence, and be a long time i n
communicating i t to t h e remainder . "
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Thus these mode rn librar ies, a s I am try
j ng to say, are the resul � o ! _the w � rk o f
genera tions, the work o f md1v1 dual s 1_n one
genera tion after anothe r, and there 1 s not
one of them which does not incorp orate an
enorm ous amoun t o f history , an enorm ous
amoun t of biogra phy and sentim ent and the
energies of all the genera tions betwee n the
Reform ation and our own . I have spoken
of antiqua ries and actors. Now j ust a word
about the literary scholar s o f the 1 8th and
1 9th centurie s, particul arly. One of them
was Edward Capell, who collecte d Shake
speare books. Everyth ing relating to Shake
speare was to him a Shakesp eare book. H e
collected very widely, because he w a s a n
editor and annotato r o f Shakesp eare, one
of the very best, though it is extreme ly diffi
cult sometim es to find out what he means.
He has a peculiar kind o f English. His
books are now i n Trinity College, Cam
bridge. Isaac Reed collected books every
where . . . . George Stevens . . . . Edmund
Malone was a most violent, energetic col
lector, who got the Dulwich books-every
thing-lette rs relating to Shakespear e and
English drama, and who at his death gave
his books to the Bodleian Library, Oxford,
where the Malone collection is still one o f
t h e greatest treasures of the world. B ut
the scholars couldn't go on, or the actors,
laying up these almost i nvaluable treasures
easily and casually. The time came when,
though it never ceased to be entrancing to
spend an afternoon looking in an old book
shop, the chances of your turning up some
thing of priceless worth became very much
smaller than they had been. The wealthier
classes began to take an interest in collect
ing books. The first of them, perhaps, was
the excellent Duke o f Roxburghe, who died
in 1 804. He was a charming person, very
interesting to read about-real duke, real
gentleman, an old bachelor with a broken
heart, no solace except his books. H e had
been in love with a lady, a German princess,
a very charming lady, whom he would have
married if the diplomats had not decreed
that this would be improper in view of the
fact that the lady's younger sister was to
marry the Prince of \Vales, later George
I I I . . . . The Duke cherished his broken
heart and consoled himsel f by collecting
books. He paid five thousand pounds-an
enormous sum in those days-for books
which sold for twenty-five thousand pounds
after his death . George I I I, the gentleman
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who married the younger sister and thus
destroyed romance for the Duke, remained
his very good friend and they used to bid
against each other at auctions, and on
George I II ' s death his son, the "first gentle
man of Europe," the Prince Regent, whom
,
Thackeray and Lytton Strachey so detest,
presented the books of his father to the
nation, and they are now in the B ritish
Museum. The Roxburghe collection was
sold at auction in 1 8 1 2. That started the
romance of book-binding and book-selling
among the millionaire collectors. The Rox
burghe sale '"''as something quite unprece
dented. It was now quite respectable, more
than that, intensely aristocratic, to collect
book s. The King was doing it, everybody
was doing it, and the Roxburghe books
were worth the attention of all the people
of England. They became insanely ex
cited, as people do at auctions, and they
founded in June, 1 8 1 2, the Roxburghe
Club, the purpose of which was to bind to
gether all lovers of books who were also
capitalists. They were to meet once a year
on the anniversary of the sale of the Rox
burghe collection, and each year were to
bring out as gi fts to the other members a
reprint o f some very rare book which one
of the members had in his possession. The
Roxburghe Club still exists.
There was the Richard Heber sale. He
was a half brother of the hymn-writer, who
wrote about " Greenland's Icy Mountains."
Reginald H eber, the author of the hymn,
being the younger brother, went into the
Church and became a bishop. Richard,
who inherited the family wealth , col Jected
books. became the fiercest and strongest of
all Bibliomaniacs. He helped Sir Walter
Scott collect ballads. S cott dedicated the
sixth canto o f Marmion to him and re
f erred to him in many notes. Heber spent
a l ong l i fe collecting books. H e said that
no gentleman can afford to be without three
copies of any book-one for show, one for
use, and one for borrowers. He filled his
country house full of books, so that there
was no room for him. He filled his two
houses in L ondon the same way. His house
in H igh Street, Ox ford, was filled, and so
with those at Antwerp, Paris, and Ghent,
and a house somewhere else on the Conti
nent. \Vhen h e died there were but books,
land, houses, property, but no vi ible will,
and no definite heir because h e was a bach
elor. Lawyers and everybody earched for

his will. Finally, it was found-inside one
of his books, o f course. There were more
books than anybody had ever seen together.
When they did find the will, it said nothing
about the books ! So they were sold at auc
tion in 1 833. That brought the B ibliomaniac
fever to a head. Many rare volumes were
bought by the Duke of Devonshire ; many
disappeared.
And so there had grown up in 1 9th
century England many famous libraries
through the efforts of generations of very
different people - some serious-minded,
hard-working scholars, and others doing it
merely for amusement and relaxation. At
the head o f the list were the Bodleian at
Oxford and the British Museum which had
opened in 1 753 and which had in it the
books collected by George I I I , Garrick, and
many other private collectors. In the years
before the war the collection of the Duke
of Devonshire at Chatsworth was a very
interesting place to go. The Duke's private
house was out in the country. One stayed
at a country inn three miles from the ducal
residence, and went there by bicycle ( i f he
were lucky enough to procure one ) and
tried to avoid the family. Collectors in
general are courteous and very forbearing.
people. Persons using the Devonshire library
had to go up the main staircase. You tried
to sneak in without being seen, but if you
met somebody who looked like the Duke
or the Duchess, he or she mysteriously dis
appeared around one of the corners and
you felt as if you had committed a grave
indiscretion. During the War, Lloyd George
raised the taxation on landed property. He
didn't believe in the enormous amount o f
unoccupied ground o f dukes and other mag
nates in Britain, and attempted to force
them to break up their parks for farms by
increasing the taxes. Thus the Duke o f
Devonshire grew "peeved," decided that he
didn't any longer wish to keep his books for
the use of the British public, and sold them
to Mr. Huntington , in America . . . . A few
years later the Earl of Ellesmere did - the
same thing. These last had not been bought
in recent times, but had belonged for gen
erations to one of the most intere ting fami
lies in England, which started at the time
of Queen Elizabeth with a sel f-made man ,
Thomas Egerton , who ro e to the office o f
Lord Chancellor a n d became Baron Elles
mere. H is son , the first Earl of Bri<lge
\rnter, was a patron of John Milton, for
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whom Milton wrote Co m us. It was his
descendant who sold his collecti on during
the \i\Tar to Mr. Huntington. It includes
the family papers of the original Thomas
Egerton, the official documents that came
t o him as Elizabeth's Lord Chancellor, and
the books that he, his son, and his grandson
brought into the family.
Now what does all this mean to us ? It
means that back of the great book which
we read in the"Everyman's Library" copy
there i s something more interesting. There
is the romance connected with the original
edition or manuscript, which may be a most
intense and interesting story of effort and
of accident, of good luck or of bad luck.
The thing may have lost part of itsel f in
some previous existence from dampness,
exposure, lack of attention or care from
somebody. I t may have been saved by
miracle. The position of the collector is
a lways important. I t seems silly in these
days, perhaps, to talk about collecting any
thing-unless one is a millionaire-but ev
ery member o f Phi B eta Kappa ought to
be at l east a potential collector, and in a
small way he can do very real service,
sometimes can accomplish quite remarkable,
almost impossible results.
M ay I close with an illustration o f what
in these days has been done in the way o f
collecting for the future with almost n o
commercial assets ? There died last year
at Yale a gentleman named William A.
Speck, whose collection of German litera
ture, relating especially to Goethe, is one
of the greatest in the world. There is one
a little greater in vVeimar, otherwise this
i s an unrivalled collection of some o f the
most valuable books, and manuscripts, and

pictures, and other material relating to one
of the greatest writers of history and one
of the greatest stories of humanity, the
Faust story. Mr. Speck was a New Yorker,
born in New York, very humbly. He was,
of course, of German ancestry , but never
was in Germany until late in li fe. He was
a druggist by pro fession. He had never
been to college. H e kept a drug s tore in
partnership with his brother. In some way
he got an i nterest in Goethe and began to
spend a few dollars at a time on books
relating to Goethe. He got second-ha nd
catalogs and used to send in auction bids,
always very small ones, always much less
than the thing was worth, but sometimes
he got it for he kept his li fe insured for
two thousand dollars a fter he got really
bitten by this vice o f collecting. He had no
family, no debts, and he would plunge two
thousand dollars to the booksellers , and
when he paid that off he plunged again.
A fter a while he had a collection. I n the
course of time it was arranged that Mr.
Speck should bring his collection to the
Yale University library and should be cura
tor of it and should have money to buy
more books. He thus created a collection
wh ich became unique in this country, and
almost unique in the world, made out o f
nothing except grit, earnestness, and con
sciousness of what he wanted. It is one
of the great duties and pleasures of any
body who deals with books to build up some
kind of hobby, and to do something to put
his personality into i t in connection with
some phase of some writer o f the literature
which we study.
You have been very patient with this
very long talk.

The Fifty�Fifth Reunion*
JOSIAH ODI N TILTON ,

The class of ' 75 was called to order by
Dr. J . 0 . Tilton, ' 75, secretary of the clas.s.
The reunion was held at the Elmwood hotel
with M rs . Tilton acting as hostess to the
There were present two memclass.
hers of the class only, Russell and Tilton.
Letters were read from nearly all l iving

A.B . , ' 75

members, Merriam of Spokane, Colcord of
B rooklyn, and Reed ( r ) o f California.
The class members who have passed
along have reduced our numbers sadly
during the past five years-Cornish . Hudson, Carver, Reed, Smiley, Hall, 2nd. Dr.
Tilton was chosen secretary for the coming
years.

*NOTE : Every effort ·was made for .a large reunion ?f members of ' 7 5 . Dr. Colcord was taken i l l j ust before
9ommencement, and by re;i so� of the distance Dr. Merriam wa� strongly u rged by relatives not to take the long
Journey fr_om Spokane, \\ ashmgton. The two members attendmg were hardv representatives of the e."'rand old
class.-Editor.
·
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A Letter From Japan*
BY M ARLI N

D. FAR N U M , B .A., '23

Fi rst o f all,
perhaps a few
w o r d s about
ourselves will
be in order.
\V e c a m e
through
the
winter i n -very
g o o d health.
T h i s winter
we wore heav
ier c 1 o t h i n g
than ever be
fore in o u r
lives. Al
t h o u g h the
l\1ARLIN D . FARN U M , A . B . , ' 2 3
temperature is
I n J a pan
c on s i d e r 
ably higher than what Maine o ffers, still
the poor heating facilities plus the very
insubstantial construction of the Japanese
house presented a very real pro� lem in
keeping warm. We had a good big sto :r e
set up in the living-roo m, a . smaller one 1 11
the dining-roo m, and an 011-stove to use
where needed. V./ e really made out very
well .
The children are growing fast and get
ting to be such fun . Betty is h �ving a fine
time attending the Japanese kindergart en
every morning at the .church. J us.t now she
i the only foreign child there, wluc�1 means
he is picking up the language qmte fas.t .
H ow M elva a n d I envy h e r h e r plasti c
mind ! H ilda i s gaining a fair knowledge
of the language, too ; she and Betty carry
on lengthy conversations in the adopted
country's language. As for Hugh, well,
we sometimes think his words are Dutch,
or Nor wegian, or Spanish. They certainly
are words we can't understand. He cele
brated his fi rst birthday on the 20th o f
Apri l , and a t that time was walking around
all over the place.
\Ve are enj oying the li fe here much bet
ter than in Tokyo. O f course, we don't
have as many foreign contacts, but that is
just ,,·hy we like it better. We are able to
get much closer to Japanese psychology
than in the big city, and the language work

is greatly accelerated by the fact that vve
have to use it more than in Tokyo. We
have established some fine contacts with
the Japanese ; there are several with whom
we have a very close relationship. Then,
too, from here it i s j ust a step to get right
into the real rural districts where you see
things at their best-or worst-as the case
may be. I mean by that, if you w ish to
see pure Japanese l i fe uncontaminated by
the westernization of the city, then the rural
villages have i t ; if you wish to study primi
tive Japanese thought-li fe, superstition,
and so on, then the country has it.
However, we are not entirely devoid of
foreign contacts here, for we can muster
a foreigners' association boasting thirteen
adults who meet together for a social eve
ning once or twice a month. The members
are all missionaries except two couples, the
husbands being teachers in the college here
in H imej i . One is an English family, the
other a German family. Of the mission
aries, there is a Canadian family, one from
Carolina, an old maid from Providence,
another one from Michigan way, another
single person from New York State, and
this family o f New Englanders. So you
see, that there is opportunity for many
sparks to fly at our meetings. \Ne have
some j olly times. The Englishman is an
ex-army man, one of two officers to come
out of the war from the detachment who
went in at the beginning.
Then, too, Osaka and Kobe are so near
that we are by no means isolated from for
eign contacts. We are by no stretch of the
imagination secluded missionaries. In fact,
here in Japan there are few such. Being
such a small country i t is difficult to get so
far away from the centers that one can say
he is fi fty miles from the railroad, as the
India or China missionary can.
This leads me to say just a bit about the
difference between missionary work here
and in India and A frica. Here the suc
cessful missionary is not the one who re
gards himsel f as the boss directing the work
of the Japanese. Some letters from mis
sionaries in other fields which I read in the
it�

• . ' 2 4 , from ) I . D . F arnum, ' 2 3 , w h o
E x t r a c t s from a letter re · <> n t lJ'. rec� i v ed by Joseph Cobt � rn Rm
" KO T E :
_
_ .
d o i n g m i ssion ary work m H em e1g1, Japan .-The Eclitor.
w i th ll i s w i f e , :M e l va M a n n F a r n u m , 2 3 , 1
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column� of ' ' M is ions" compel me to think
they would be failures i n Japan. They
s peak about ''my pastor, my workers, my
churches," etc., etc. One doesn't talk that
way here. It is rather one's privilege to
w ork with brother pastors, churches, work
ers, etc. In wording this, there may not
appear to be much difference ; but if you
think of the difference in attitude between
the different phrases you will readily enough
see a big difference. For instance, there
has been visiting us for three weeks a mis
sionary from India on her way home on
furlough . She was able to get about a bit
and see some of the work here i n Japan.
vVhen she left she said, ' ' Well, your stand
ard of living here is much different than in
India. You m issionaries here have many
things we cannot h ave ; but I don't think I
could work as a missionary here. You see,
I want to feel that I am superior." Well,
there are people with that attitude here in
Japan ; but you bank on it that they are not
the ones who are having much to do w ith
the Japanese heart.
Of course, there are all kinds here in
Japan-j ust as in U. S. A. B ut the average
person here is j ust as proud of his heritage
-national and spiritual-as the man in the
U. S. A . S o when a foreigner begins right
from the beginning to talk this " superior"
stuff, he is a gonner. Patience, patience,
patience and more patience ; that is the nee.d
of the missionary in Japan. My prayer 1 s
for more.
You are probably wondering how the
language work is coming along. Well, I 'm
at it most every day something doesn't take
me away. I have managed to get the first
term of the third year's work out of the
way, and am now cruising through the sec
ond term. Possibly will get it well over
before going away for the hot season. This
isn't so bad considering that I 've had other
duties, such as sermons to prepare, B ible
C lass lessons to get up, and various matters
of details connected with administrati on. I
shall be glad when all the required work i�
out o f the way ; for that will make me
freer to work up my own talks and get
about more. I find that it is gradually get
ting easier to carry on a conversation ; the
vocabulary is growing a bit, idioms are lo
cating themselves in my mind, and my ear
is getting accustomed to the sounds. But,
what a way there is to go yet ! M elva i s
hard a t it too, in addition to h e r household
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duties. She will haYe the first year' vYork
completed by summer time. Don 't you think
that i s doing pretty well ?
In closing, let me give you a copy o f the
first letter I received from an English stu
dent. Probably like my attempts in J ap
anese.
" My l\Ir. Funam
As you, teacher know o f mysel f I am a
pupil of this night Engli sh school. I go to
Tokyo Shingakusha Theological School,
and I am a student of tow class year in
preparatory course. B ut I am unspeakable
hardly with all tasks because I had learned
with mysel f ( self instructions ) from twelve
years old to spring of twenty-tow, and I
am twenty- fourth present day. Why must
I have learned with selfinstructions ? I
speak you it in the first place, And I beg
your's favour. I a miserable boy who had
been died by father in my three years old,
and so I don't know the face o f my father,
my father dies in his fourty-five years old,
and my mother was died by her husband
in her thirty-eight years old. thenceforth,
I must have lived with my mother and my
mother i s in sixty-tow present day. She
is living by day by as a nurse, and she has,
however, only slightly her fi fty sen in a
day. I must feed this unhappy poor my
mother as fastly as I can. B ut I can't it
for my insufficient learning. Can you not
fa vorize me quite primal know ledge of
English with your's mercy ? I believe your's
gracious minded man to who beseech the
rescue. I will be fagged for all works by
you if teacher admit it. Can you not, spe
cially, fag me for your's works as a fater,
a servingman, a servant , a servitude-worker
during this spring vacations to come soon.
You need paid me no reward for your's
works. But I will have you the obedience
in real Christian-like thank with a bland,
humble attitudes, veracious, honest minds,
perspicacious considerations. I know suffi
ciently that is troublesome matters to you
such things as I petition you suddenly. But
I fall in the entire gloom if I can't be
heard my petition can't but by you . I shall
beseech you introduce of me to another gen
tlemen and ladies if you can't.
Your truly,
M . \VATANABE . ' '
I send this no t to poke fun at my J ap
anese friend, but to perhaps sti r your risi
bilities somewhat. You can see from this
how my attempts to speak Japanese sound
to them.
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Dr. Johnson at Teachers' College
IRA E. CREELMAN, M .A., ' 1 9
I t was the writer's privilege, while study
ing for his master's degree at Teachers'
College, Columbia University, to take a
course under President Johnson who was
then a professor o f education there. M ay
I be permitted to give a few remarks con
cerning him ?
On every faculty the1 e are those who
may be classified as outstanding members,
those who are mediocre, and fillers. Dr.
Johnson belonged to the first group. H e
w a s looked upon at Teachers' College a s
an authority n o t only concerning problems
of secondary school nature, ( which was his
maj or field ) , but general education as well.
His writings contain a very clear cut and
concise philosophy of the many phases o f
education. His book, "Administration and
Supervision of Instruction o f the H igh
School ," excels by far any other single text
to date, on the subj ect. It is one of the
leading books u sed today by teachers and
principals of secondary schools and renders
proof of the fact that he was master of the
subj ect. The remarkable fact about his
educational philosophy lies in the fact that
it is so practical, and so human ; in short,
i t can be used in other fields aside from
education.
I f the reader has been privileged to
attend any summer session at Teachers'
College, he will remember the "grove o f
trees" where many groups meet f o r study
and discussion. During my four summers
there, I had the opportunity o f s itting in
on a great many groups, acting as secretary
to some, chairman o f others, and j ust an
attendant in the rest. It was always inter
esting to hear the names of some o f the
"big guns" brought up. They were "taken

over the bumps" in a very real sense. And
'a fter all had been said, the most pleasing
was that his name, like many others, came
up with flying colors, a fter the acid tests.
Why did I take, from the beginning of
my course, such an interest in this man ?
He was the only full professor at Teachers'
College at that time who was a Colby grad
uate.
Just here might be added another word.
\Vho are the most discussed personages in
any group ? On the whole, those who are
outstanding because of accomplishments,
and those who are still accomplishing. Dr.
Johnson's name was o ften on the lips o f
many.
Why was he so valued in the class room ?
He invited suggestions and questions from
all ; exercised a strong, sympathetic and
sincere attitude, never dodged issues or
passed the buck, kept his classes working"
gave opinions that were practical and solu
tions that were workable. When Johnson
spoke, others held silence. One could not
take work under him without feeling the
wonderful insight which he possessed in
human nature, especially his sympathetic
attitude towards youth, and also his deep
insight i nto mighty problems. He saw
"small things small and large things large. , ,.
On several occasions, hard shelled peda
gogues would try to corner him, but he
merely led them out into deep waters, threw
them overboard, watched them splash for
a while, and then threw them a life line.
These are only a few o f the many qualities
that the Trustees o f Colby secured when
they wisely selected the present educator to
man the forces at the "biggest little college
in New England."

" All Done by Begging "
CONTRIBUTED

Elizabeth M cCausland, ' 1 9, of the Emma
Willard School, Troy, N. Y., discovered not
long ago an old letter w ritten f rom Water
ville on June 24, 1 822 , in which re ference
is made to Waterville College. M iss M c
Causland secured a copy o f this letter, and
it is now reproduced in the ALUM N US. It

is unnecessary to state that the paragraph
ing, spelling, and punctuation have in no
way been edited. The letter follows :
\Vaterville, June 24, 1 822,
Dear Sister I received your letter dated
May 1 9th last Wednesday and do not be
grudge the time I have spent in reading it,,
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which I have clone over and over and now
sit down to write a word or two which i f
you receive, will hinder you a s much. The
letter you wrote last year dated may 1 9th
1 82 1 I received, and am pretty confident
that I have written to you since-but am
not positive if I did it has been miscarried
As to health we enj oy a comfortable de
gree-Thankfull is and has been for many
years rather feeble-Mary is o ften com
plaining - does not gravy much - I wish
Lucetta that you co uld "step in and see
how we look" you think you should not
know us,-I doubt whether you would.
We have got to be old folks quite gray
headed - Erastus and Sumner are both
heavyer than I am-Cyrenus is almost as
large There is the little-spider-catcher
Dorillen Amanda I guess you would not
know her She is something like M ary
\Yhen we left Templeton. You say you
o ften wish we were there and think i f we
were we should be contented-I wish the
same & think the same, but-alass it is
vain to flatter ourselves with su.ch an idea,
the distance is so great and my circum
stances such that I think it next to impos
sible-It is t rue that I am not so estab
lished here as to prevent my going i f I
could rigg a purchase to get there-The
boys have no shops o f their own, and in
deed land is so dear here that we are not
able to purchase it, they ask from 50 to
100 dollars for j ust land enough to set a
shop on-and w ill take nothing but Money !
which we cannot obtain for our work-love
nor good w ill-You observe in your letter
that "We have land enough for us all",
Were it possible for me to move my Family
to M exico ( I don't know but that it might
be called being new born-for I should be
poor and destitute and naked. I t would
doubtless take every cent I am worth to
Pay what I owe here and pay the passage
and then where am I ? or what am I ? a
stranger in a strange country, destitute o f
food a n d raiment ( almost ) n o t even a
manger to ly in or a chair to sit on-of ,
course a burden to our relations-to our
selves-Not so-No not i f our health were
spared, To dig we are willing-but beg we
cannot, 'tho it is an honorable calling here-

\\re haye a Colledge lately erected here, 80
ft. by 40---4 stories high-and another < 1 )
new building o f the same size & a n elegant
H ouse for the President completely finished
and painted All done by begging ! B u t as
I was saying, were w e landed safe at Mex
i co and could not obtain any land, we
should be no better off than we are here,
excepting the pleasure of being with our
beloved Friends, which would overbalance
almost every other inconvenience. Lucetta
I want you to write me as soon as you
receive this & inform me how you think
land may be had, what price per achor and
what pay and whether there is white oak
timber there '�re should want 50 or 60
achors o f good land in some place for our
trades-please give me all the in formation
you can 'Ve know not what may take place
in the vvisdom of Providence. There are
4 waggon makers in this Village-Erastus
is called the best workman of the four.
Sumner has hired a shop and has j ust got
to. work for himsel f he bids fair to make
an excellent workman-I f we can all go to
Mexico they are willing. they mean to stick
by and fare with the rest of us-Good boys
as ever was 'tho I say i t-there never was
two better dispositioned boys than little
Percival Lysander and Orlando Strong,
whom you never saw-Tell my dear mother
that I thank her kindly for the few lines
she wrote with her own dear hand Tell her
not to despair of seeing her only 'tho un
worthy son & his respected & beloved fam
ily 'tho the prospect is dubious-We know
not what Providence has in store for us
Father says nothing but I hope and pre
sume he has not forgotten us Tell him w e
have not forgotten him-Tell Sister Polly
as she did not pay us a visit the other a fter
noon, we should be dr e dfull glad to see her
today if it wire convenient We want to see
Polly's husband very much and her chil
dren. Remember us to sister Caty and her
children to Uncle Rices family Our chil
dren wish to be remembered to you all.
From your B rother A B E L \VH EELER.
l\Iiss Lucetta 'Vheeler, New Haven. New
York.
\Vaterville M.E. 25 June 1 822.
( 1 ) both of B r i c k .

THE NEXT I S SUE OF THE ALUM NUS
The next issue of the ALUM NUS will be out in October. It will contain as a special
feature several hundred news-notes about the graduates.
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Connecticut Valley Colby Club
On M ay 1 7, 1 930, the Colby women o f Dean Runnals was read and greatly appre
the Connecticut Valley arrived a t the Tekoa ciated. Reports were given of Dr. John
Country C lub, \i\Testfield, Massachusetts, · son's plans as outlined in Hartford at the
for their spring luncheon. From Water home of M r. and Mrs. C. F. Seaverns.
bury, Willi mantic, H art ford, Chicopee,
The nominating committee brought in the
Ludlow, Huntington, Springfield they came list of new officers : President, Lucy Taylor
at the invitation of Linda Graves, '95 , head Pratt, ' 1 7 ; Vice-President, Helen Thomas
of the Mathematics Department in the Foster ; Treasurer, Catherine Larrabee, '22 ;
Secretary, Linda Graves, '95 .
Westfield H igh School.
M rs. Mildred B arton Flood presided at
A social hour followed .
the busi ness session, at which a letter from

Annual Meeting of the Board of Trustees
EDW I N CAREY WH ITTEM ORE,

Q uestions new and vital to the College
emerged at the annual meeting o f the
B oard, ] une 1 3, 1 930.
None of the Fathers dreamed that Colby
by the Kennebec, would ever be crowded
for room, nor did any of them ever think
that the present location of the tracks o f
the Maine Central Railroad would b e any-

H E R B E R T E.

""A D S WORTH, A . M . , ' 9 2

C h a i rman Board of Trustees

D . D . , '79, SECRETARY

thing but a convenience to the College.
The report of President Johnson how
ever made plain that the growth of the
College now requires more and new build
ings and that the land between the College
buildings and the river is of such a char
acter as to forbid the location there of the
structures which will be needed.
The growth of the College seems to make
a new and more adequate location im
perative.
Letters were read from Hon. Vv. H. Gan
nett of Augusta offering on certain con
ditions the free gift of a large tract of land
on the heights beyond his residence as a
site for the College.
A letter was read from Dr. B unker,
Mayor Dubord and other representatives
o f several Waterville organizations recount
i ng the helpful relations which always had
existed between the College and the city,
and their mutual service.
The letter assured the deep interest o f
t h e city and its purpose t o cooperate with
the College in all that would secure its pros
perity, but declared concern over the propo
sition for its removal.
These communications were referred to
the General Committee. A fter discussion
the following action was taken, "that it is
the sense of this meeting of the Board o f
Trustees o f Colby College that the College
as soon as means can be obtained and it he
feasible be removed to a new and more
adequate location."
It was a fterward voted "That a Com-
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mi � tee o f Seven be ap
pointed by the Chair
to consider and report
to the Board on the
engineerin g, financial,
legal and sen tirnen tal
problems involved i n
t h e proposed removal
of the College.''
C h a i r m a n \Vads
worth appointed t h e
following, President F .
W . Johnson, H. E.
\tV a d s w o r t h , C . N.
Perkins, W . S. \tVy
man, F r a n k l i n \V.
Padel ford, Charles F .
T . Seaverns and Dr.
George G. Averill.
The Trustees real
ized t h e significance
of the question be fore
them. Nothing w i 1 1
be done h a s t i 1 y or
without due consider
ation of all the inter
ests involved.
The service rendered
through more than a
hundred years will re
main the richest en
dowment of the Col
lege. T h e "associa
tions" of the old Col
lege m u s t n o t be
thrown away. T h e
same spirit will be in
the new Colby which
h a s dominated t h e
P R O F E S S O R F L ORE� CE E LI Z A B E T H D lJX S , L I T T. D .
OF T H E CLA S S OF ' 9 6
C o 1 b y o f the past.
E lected a ::\!ember o f the B oard of Trustees
The only thing sought
is ''Development and not Revolution." \Varren, Assistant Professor i n J\I athe
Colby is i n the hands o f those who love matics.
The following new appointments were
her and who are prepared to sacrifice for
made : Elsie F. Brickett, Instructor in Eng
her good.
The reports with that of Treasurer Hub lish ; Cullen B . Colton, Instructor in Eng
bard at the head were as usual eminently lish ; Alexander P. Danoff, Instructor in
satisfactory. In the lines of education as , German ; Grace B . Foster, I nstructor in
well as those o f physical condition the Col Hygiene ; Lewis H . Kleinholz, Instructor
lege is making worthy progress. The dedi in Biology ; J. Franklin McCoy, Associate
cation of the new Indoor Field was a fea Pro fessor of German ; Gorden \V. Smith,
Instructor in French ; J\Iary I. \Vhitcomb,
ture of this Commencem ent.
Certain promotions \Yere made in the Cataloguer in the Library, and \Yelton P.
salary list ; Walter N . Breckenridge was Farrow, Superintendent o f B uildi ngs and
made Assistant Professor. Cecil A . Rollins, Grounds.
By Yote o f the Tru stees one hundred and
Associate Professor in English, Elmer C .
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forty-five Degrees in Course and eight Hon
orary Degrees were voted.
There were some changes i n the Board
of Trustees. Dr. Louise H. Coburn re
signed. A letter of appreciation was voted
in testimony of her great service to the Col
lege and to the cause of education .
Dr. Florence E. Dunn of Waterville was
elected in place of Miss Coburn. Dr. Henry
Hoyt Hilton, LL.D., Chicago, was elected
a member of the B oard.
For the term ending in 1 93 3 , Hon.
George Curtis \i\Ting, Auburn, Me. ; Dr.
George Otis Smith, Washington, D . C . ;
Mr. George E dwin Murray, Lawrence,

Mass . ; Mr. Rex Wilder Dodge, Portland,
Me. ; Dr. Charles Edwin Gurney, Portland,
Me. ; Carroll N. Perkins, Esq. , Waterville�
Me. ; Judge Warren C. Philbrook, Water
ville, Me., were re-elected.
The Alumni Association elected as Alumni
Trustees, Hugh D. McLellan ' 95, Boston,
and Wil ford G. Chapman ' 1 2 , Portland, for
the term of five years ending June 30, r 93 5 .
The meeting adj ourned t o the call of the
President.
The utmost harmony prevailed and
friends old and new will guarantee the
future of the College which never more
deserved their devotion.

Life Itself as Religion and Education*
WOOD M A N B RADBURY,

As students enter college, a series of lec
tures in orientation is given that they may
get their bearings in the new l i fe opening
before them. Again, as they are about to
graduate, the baccalaureate sermon is de
signed to give them chart and compass for
the larger life they are about to enter.
May not the reunion of classes be also an
occasion for orientation ? Where is true
north ? What is the good o f l i fe ? What
are the real prizes ?
We went out from college rich in expec
tation, we return rich in experience. We
have learned that neither religion nor edu
cation can be held in compartments ; li fe
itself is religion and education.
I . Religion i s not confined to the "sa
cred." All aspects of li fe are avenues o f
God's approach and are t o b e moralized
and consecrated. I nspirations as well as
imperatives come from God, and the true
and the beauti ful are H i s voice. Science
i s to be welcomed. Truth is not a dogma,
a proposition that i s forever closed, signed,
sealed and delivered, but a progressive se
ries o f perspectives developing into reality.
Religion is not only significant but dy
namic as wel l . It is a power. Gandhi is
dramatizing the old prophet's words. "Not
by force but by my spirit, saith the Lord ."
Real values lie i n being, not in having.
Not till we possess our possessions are we
inwardly rich.
*NOTE :

c l ass

and

D . D . , '87

2.
All li fe is education. The largest
part of our education is outside the schools.
This education is never neutral : it is either
religious or anti-religious. It is anti-relig
ious when the scholar gets the idea that
morality does not count ; that what does
count is what can be counted ; that life is
a grab ; that conformity to conventional
standards is a.11 that can be expected of a
"he-man" ; and as for the un fortunates,
"am I my brother's keeper ?" We know
this type.
I f, on the other hand, out of the hard
knocks o f experience, one has come to feel
that sel f-possession is the noblest posses
sion ; that ideals are the solidest and most
precious thing we come in contact with ;
that what matters most is not matter at all,
but such i ntangibles as honor and love and
service and faith, that man's education has
been religious. It has brought him i n favor
with God and man. It has enriched his
sel £hood and the process can go on in
eternity.
"Sel f-expression" ! We did not hear the
term fi fty years ago as often as now. It
sometimes seems as if those who have least
sel f-hood to express are loudest in claiming
their freedom to express it. Let the noblest
among us exercise sel f-expression. Incar
nate nobility and strength and purity and
love, for such sel f-expression enriches the
world.

It was add ressed pri marily to the members of the fifty-year
This w a s the a n n ual B o a rd m a n Sermon.
was an i n t rod uction to the beautiful poem prepared for the occasion by Dr. Koopman, ' 80.-Editor.
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Koopman, in his exquisite tribute to

Alma 11 ! a ter1 ays of our college :

" Sh e taught us that all was naught, though we
bore o ff eYery prize,
Cnlcss the sel f that wrought found acceptance
in her eye s . "

The Christian religion promi se "power
to become." B est of promises ! Boardman
grew inwardly rich and thus his self
expression honored his college and blessed
the world. The sel f-expression o f Jesus is
the one priceless heritage o f humanity.

vVhen we think of l i fe itsel f as religion
and education, it becomes a spiritual adven
ture. It becomes full of thrills and sur
prises. We feel an inner urge to follow
all the mighty explorers of the ages. The
heights and depths and reaches of spiritua l
reality lure us on. We fain would attempt
the farthest shores o f thought, the lo ftiest
summits of character. Li fe is good all the
way along ; and it is better the farther \Ye
go · and the higher we climb.

Baccalaureate Address
C H ARLES WILLIAM S GILKEY,

"The botanists tell us that when they
subj ect a tree to the proce� s which they
call destructive distillation-that is, when
they burn it in a vacuum furnace in order
t o separate its permanent from its perish
able elements-the result is not at all what
most of us would naturally expect. Vve

REV. C H A R L E S W. G I LKEY OF C H I CAGO
Preaches B a c c a l a ureate Serm o n , C olby
C ommencement

D.D.

should have taken it for granted that the
real and enduring tree would prove to be
made up out of elements derived through
its roots, from the soli d earth out of which
it has so obviously grown. Not at all, says
the botanist, with a smile perhaps for our
lay ignorance, and the remark that here
again things are not what they seem. To
be sure, these elements derived through its
roots are indispensable to the health and
growth of the tree. Cut off those roots or
clog them up, and the tree will wither and
die. But in the vacuum furnace it i s pre
cisely these elements from the ground be
neath the tree, that consume into ashes and
fall away. The pure carbon which outlasts
this ultimate test and proves itself the en
during tree, is the element which the tree
secured through its leaves from the invis
ible and impalpable atmosphere around and
above it.
" Ever since one of the great botanists of
his generation, Professor John M. Coulter
of the University of Chicago, whom in
those days o f his retirement the whole sci
entific world delights to honor, told me sev
eral years ago this curious fact about the
constitution o f trees, it has seemed to me
a parable of human experience at a dozen
'points ; and at no point more accurate o f
illimination than in i t s bearing o n the
process o f education. That process alike
in home and school and college go �s for
ward in an atmosphere as invisible and
o ften as impercept ible as the air around the
tree, the presence of which we feel and the
tr � e indicates only now and then, when the
wmd bloweth where it listeth. But the in-
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fl uence of that same atmosphere, largely
unrealized at the time, proves in the cru
ci ble of a fter life to have contributed to the
school or college graduate those elements
which have most to do with the enrichment
of his living and the constitution of his
character .
" Every alumnus who returns to his alma
mater. for a maj or class reunion, as some
o f u s do thi s year, confront at once an ob
vious and familiar illustration o f this fact.
As an undergraduate, much of the larger
part of his time and energy went into cer
tain academic activities, in class room and
laboratory and library, that were as indis
pensable to his success and progress as a
student as roots to the growth of a tree.
If he failed to assimilate through these
i ntellectual roots a certain minimum o f
knowledge a n d aptitude, some inconsiderate
dean was pretty certain to suggest t rans
plantation to another section o f the aca
demic garden, designed by the numerals o f
a later class, as t h e best way o f stimulating
his sluggish mental development. And i f
this minor change o f scene a n d soil d i d not
avail, some ruthless dean might even recom
mend transplantation over the garden wall
altogether in the hope that the atmosphere
and soil of some other institution or occu
pation t?ight better suit his intellectual idio
syncrasies.
" But what has happened in the crucible
of a fter life to these academically indis
pensable facts and figures and formulae
which as undergraduates we dinned into
our reluctant heads ? Some of them would
not even stay there until the first bell o f
an examination, a n d w e were fortunate, in
deed, if they did not disappear before the
last bell. Dean Sperry o f Harvard tells of
finding on a bench i n the Oxford examina
tion hall, carved in relief with a skillful
penkni fe, the representation o f a tombstone
bearing this i nscription : ' Sacred to my
memory, which departed from me on June
-, I 9-- . ' As return ing alumni most o f us
shudder to think what would happen now
if we were set down before an examination
in any of the courses which as undergrad
uates we passed with reasonable compe
tence : the facts which were then on the
t ips o f our tongues and the ends o f our
fingers, have since consumed into ashes,
and blm,vn away out of the o pen windows
of our well ventilated minds.
"And if i t is pointed out, as i t ought to

be, that education is much more than the
mere lea rning o f facts "·hich one �ooner
or later then proceeds to forget, as the de
velopment of capacities and resources for
rich and serviceable living, the fact still
remains that many, if not most o f the apti
tudes which one develops in college proYe
all too temporary in the crucible of a fter
li fe. The physical endurance and accuracy
which were essential to athletic prowess,
and which cost long and laborious hours
of training to develop-how soon these slip
away under the pressure o f business or
pro fessional li fe. The techniques o f labo
ratory and gridiron, of stage and tennis
court, all alike disintegrate rapidly with
disuse. The versatility that i n senior year
could produce on short notice a sonnet or
a skit or a short story, put on a play or
even write one if necessary, run q. paper or
carry an election or manage a team or a
production, disappears all too soon in the
crucible of a life so strenuous that there is
hardly time or energy enough even for
one's main j ob. The roots that once gave
variety, richness and color to college life,
prove to be as temporary in their contri
bution as roots of a tree.
" But meanwhile ask the thought ful grad
uate o f any college really worth going to,
what gains from his college experience have
endured long enough a fter facts are for
gotten and aptitudes have gone. His an
swer is likely to come in terms that closely
correspond to the carbon which the tree
derived through its leaves from the atmos
phere. Certain points of view and attitudes
that he absorbed, without realizing it, from
the atmosphere around him those four
formative years ; certain perspectives and
standards that became insensibly his own
while he breathed that higher, clearer air ;
certain interests and enthusiasms that were
aroused and certain purposes that were con
firmed by the companionship of his mates
and especially by the kindling influence o f
his teachers ; these a r e the things that have
stayed longest and deepest as the permanent
acquisitions of his college years.
"Looking back across twenty-five years
to one course of study under \Vil liam
James, I can recall in particular only a
vivid simile or two from his lectures ; the
rest has gone. But as long as I live my
attitude toward l i fe and its problems at1d
my perspective on its values will be essen
tially different because of what I absorbed
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fro111 the carbon-laden atmosphere which
he carried around \Yith him. So i t is with
any great teacher-or any great coach .
' The 1110- t valuable thing I have found
in m y four years here,' said a brilliant Uni
Yersity of Chicago athlete j ust be fore his
graduation , 'has been the personal influence
of �Ir. Stagg.' He was not speaking of the
f ootball technique which his coach indeed
had taught him ; that he would lose with
the years. He was speaking o f an attitude
and spirit which he had caught in the
process and '"·hich was his henceforth to
keep.
"A promi nent business man i n Chicago
\\Titing a letter recently to accompany his
gift to the endowment fund o f the college
from which he had graduated forty years
before, said that what had stayed with him
the longest and proved most valuable to
him among all the things that the college
had given him, were certain things that had
been said in chapel to which at the time
he had given no particular attention and
attached no special significance. He had
absorbed them hal f-consciously out o f the
atmosphere but in the crucible o f li fe they
had proved themselves the pure carbon o f
h i s college course.
" The moral which any educational insti
tution ma v \Yell draw for itsel f from this
o ft-repeat � d experience o f its graduates is
of course plain . )Jo quantitive bulk and
no Yigorous functioning of the academic
roots of learning essential though these are
to the educational process and no costly
equipment in buildings of curriculum valu
able though these are within their own
limits ; can contribute to the permanent en
richment of its graduates those carbonlike
acquisitions which are derived from the
atmosphere created by its inspiring person
alities, by the standards of work and serv
iYe that are recognized and shared among
its students and faculty, by the contagious
spirit that quickens its common li fe. A
college w ith such an atmosphere is rich
whateYer its other limitations, and enrich
ing ; and a college without such an atmos
phere. no matter what its other resources,
is poor in the things that matter most.
· · But at this ' Commencement' season we
are all int erested chiefly in the diverging
paths that are opening out into active and
responsible li fe before you members of the
graduating class. Some of you who are
taking your degrees in technical or pro fes· ·

sional fields may well have been . ay1ng to
yourselves that while the main point o f this
baccalaureate sermon doubtless holds for
those bachelors of arts \vho have been tak
ing a general cultural course, it is much
less true and important for you who w ill
be using your whole lives long the techni cal
tools that you have been mastering here.
I grant at o nce the considerable difference
between their situations and yours but re
mind you at the same time that if your
work in the world involves in its doing
other people besides yoursel f, the atmos
phere in which it is carried on will con
tribute hardly less to its final outcome than
the technique with which it is done. Doc
tors and lawyers as well as teachers and
ministers learn only by slow degrees what
most women understand instinctively ; that
i n all human relationships the way i n which
a thing is done. An atmosphere of mutual
understanding and confidence and good will
contributes to permanence and usefulness
o f a.ny work in the world elements hardly
less valuable than those produced by the
work itself . In all such characteristic prob
lems of our modern world as those involved
in the relations between capital and labor,
between radical and religious groups and
social classes in the community and between
the different nations of the earth, the con
tribution of the atmosphere is almost as
important and even more enduring than
that o f any other factor in the complicated
system. I f you have learned that secret
and begun to live and work in that atmos
phere here in college, you have something
to take with you out into life that will en
rich and reinforce all your labor and all
your living through the years that are
ahead.
"There follows from this principle also
an important consequence for the carrying
forward of your own education. Doubtless
some local newspaper will say of you also
in the next week or two, as o f successiY e
generations o f your predecessors, that you
.have now at last 'completed your education. '
I f you have in any sense caught this spirit
of this institution o f learning, you will ap
preciate the humor of that well-worn j our
nalistic phrase. You know well enough
that your own education is in process still,
and has simply entered this ·week on a new
stage. In that new stage, the academic
roots o f the process-lectures and labora
tories and libraries - \'\·ill henceforth for
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most o f you count for much less, and the
a � mosphere in which deliberately and per
sistently you choose to live will count for
much more.
"Two or three of us were among the first
guests for dinner in a new home recently
founded by two college classmates and as
we came down the narrow apartment stairs
a fterward, one of them remarked to me
that he was particularly glad to see so
many well-worn books and such careful
provision for them i n that tiny apartment,
for he· had been struck by the fact that in
the . homes of so many college graduates
which he had visited there seemed no sign
o f any serious reading or continuing intel
l ectual i nterest. That home at least will not
lack for atmosphere. Some years ago when
I rode into Chicago on a suburban morning
train with a rising lawyer who promptly
pulled out of his green bag a copy of Tre
velyan's ' Li fe of John B right' and began to
read at a point marked in the margin.
" When I commented on the contrast be
tween the quality of his reading matter and
that of the morning newspapers in which
most o f the other passengers were absorbed,
he explained that he was using th e forty
five minutes that the train gave him twice
every working day for some o f the world's
greatest literature that he had wanted to
read ever since he left college and for which
he had supposed until recently that he had
no time for. His education had not ceased
when he grnduated from Princeton twenty
odd years ago. He was making his own
intellectual atmosphere.
"What is thus likely to prove true of
your further education in the 'school o f
li fe' is even more likely t o reveal itsel f in
your f riendships. The crucible of a fter
li fe puts college friendships to a searching
test, the results o f which are o ften surpris
ing. Most o f us had taken it for granted
through college that our classmates and
especially our fraternity brothers and most
of all our roommates with whom we had
worked and played and eaten and slept for
three or four intimate memorable years,
\VOtdd o f course continue to be our li fe
long intimates, would be the roots of our
most enduring and influential friendshi ps.
' ' But as the class reunions have come and
gone, some of us have found that the men
we have turned to for understanding and
counsel in our critical decisions at the forks
in the road have proved to be men \;\.' horn

we really came to know only late in our
college course when a long, long walk up
the river under a May moon discussing
what li fe is all about anyway or a closer
acquaintance that chiefly developed only
a fter graduation revealed an atmosphere of
mutual understanding and stimulation in
which the most influential friendships o f
our lives have since grown up. The per
manent values of friendship are measured
much more by the amount of such carbon
in its atmosphere than by the statistical size
of its roots.
"And in those frank-spoken, sex
drenched modern days when a great many
people are talking and v.rri ting as if li fe
between man and woman were purely a
product of the roots of li fe, a thing of pas
sion and infatuation while blood is red and
runs fast, but certain then a fter its brie f
hour to turn t o ashes whose taste is stale
at the best and at the worst is bitter, we
shall do well I think to remind ourselves
of something which not only the poets and
the greater novelists and dramatists, but
unnumbered thousands of happily married
lovers have long since discovered, some
thing which perhaps our very modern world
is likely to forget.
"While i t is indeed true that the roots
of l i fe do contribute to love between man
and woman, some of the richest elements
in its unique creative vitality, its vivid color,
it is equally true that its permanence and
dependability come chiefly out of that at
mosphere of mutual respect and confidence
and loyalty in which husband and wi fe have
lived and worked and played and laughed
and wept together, long years after youth
and its quick passions have pas ed. The
permanence and the enduring value of any
human affection between man and woman
hardly less than between man and man or
woman and woman depend even more on
the quality o f its atmosphere than upon the
bulk of its roots.
"What education and friendship thus dis
covered to be true in their own area of
l i fe, religion declares to be t rue o f all our
living. Sane and intelligent religion freely
granted to science its full and unhampered
right to describe and expl ain the proces es
by which life as we know it ha grown up
through its roots from the soil out of which
it has so obviously sprung. But rel igion
insists that it is with man as w ith tree .
H uman nature and its capacities are not
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limited to or by its relationships through
its roots with the world o f nature beneath
and behind it.
" Men too can reach out and up into the
invisible and the imponderable around and
aboYe him, can establish relations of give
and take with the order of the universe
which his mind cannot fully comprehend,
with the beauty which he cannot fully cap
ture, with the ideals which he cannot wholly
realize. with the power and the goodness
and the love which are greater than his
own . Out of that give and take with the
i nvisible above and beyond him have come
s � ch indestructib le treasures as the propor
tions o f the Parthenon, the harmonies and
rhythm s of B eethoven's Seventh Sym
phony, the thinking of Plato and Einstein,
the odes o f Wordswort h and Keats, the
characte r of Christ.
" S uch characteristi cally 'religious experi
ences' as contemplat ion, prayer, and wor
ship are the healthy functioning of these
appreciativ e, responsive, and upreaching
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capacities in human nature ; not to be
stunted and starved, nor yet to be divorced
from his other capacities and relationships,
but rather to supplement and enrich them.
"And the faith o f religion, which i t can
not prove but only l ive by, i s that what
man thus makes his own out of the invisible
realm of truth and beauty and goodness
and love in which and for which he chooses
to live, is his to keep forever.
" So might some o f tl-1e deepest experi
ences and highest hopes of religion be
stated in terms suggested by the parable o f
the three. But religion has its own char
acteristic and classic statement o f these
great matters which I give to you finally
today as your text, asking you to reflect
on the discriminating accuracy o f its per
spectives.
"While we look not at the things which
are seen but at the things which are not
seen ; for the things which are seen are tem
poral ; but the thing-s which are not seen are
eternal."

Commencement Address
ARTHUR EuGENE BEsT oR, LL.D.
Dr. Bes tor's address i s in part as follows :
' ' 'Ve are living today in a period of ex
pansion and rapid movement. There is a
world-wide tendency towards speed and
efficiency, especially in the great mechanical
and industrial fields. Prosperity is in gen
eral the mark o f this age where the indi
vidual has more personal leisure than at
any other time in the h istory o f mankind.
America is the wealthiest nation in the
world today, and as a nation, possesses
more wealth than any nation has ever pos
sessed at any time.
''The mark of national prosperity is lei
sure. Comparatively speaking, this nation
is a nation of leisure. In the days of Greek
ci ilization there was an enormous leisure
class, which , however, existed because there
was a large slave c lass which was subj ected
to hard labor and the leisure of the upper
class came about as a result of extra hard
physical activity on the part of these slaves.
The distinction between those who slaved
and those who did nothing was based on
the fact that the outcome of certain wars

·

had been such that members o f the losing
army were made slaves. The distinction
then was not on an intellectual basis at all.
" But in the western world today there i s a
greater amount o f proportionate leisure than
at any other time in social history. The
mastery of our great physical resources has
been a great contributing factor towards
this con dition. But ·with this enormous
wealth through natural resources, the ques
tion arises, 'Can we control them ?'
' ' In the controlling and supervising o f
great industrial proj ects there are certain
qualities and characteristics necessary for
th e prospective world leader. As an ex
ample o f a typical young American who
possessed to an appreciable degree the
prime qualities essential to the world
leader, let us take the case o f Colonel
Charles A . Lindbergh. Three years ago
last month this fair haired young American
was truly a w orld leader when he piloted
the Spirit of St. Louis across the Atlantic
ocean. In the firs t place he typified the
modern American man by being a ' man of
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the machine.' The Spirit o f St. Louis wa
no ord inary machine and in order to make
o important a fl ight as he did, Lindbergh
had need of knowing perfectly his mach ine.
This plane had been specially constructed
�y several of the outstan ding experts and
i nventors in the world and it is no wonder
that Lindbergh politely refused to have it
taken apart and reconstructed upon his
arrival i n this country a fter the trans
Atlantic fligh t . Lindbergh was quite cor
rect i n re f erring to the plane and him sel f
as 'V·( e,J for it is certain that this special
machin e was of great aid in his ac·hieve
ment. The machine age then was, i n a
large way, respon sible for Linderbgh's suc
cess. ·
" Lei sure will increase as new machines
are i nvented and perfected.
The great
German scientist, Steimetz, was probably
not w rong when he prophesied that in a
ht� ndred years the average working day
will be one of four hours duration and
leisure will be universally enj oyed. Re
fernng to Colonel Lindbergh again, he had
another qual i ty, not the mark o f any par
t icular age but a quality that has been pre
eminent in all great men for time eternal .
That is personal courage.
· ' T herein lies a rather w el l-marked cli f
f erence between thi s generation and the
generat ion to wh ich my grandfather be
longed. It was qu ite possible i n his age
to know a great deal about the worl d in
which you lived . but the compl exities o f
twentieth century civilization have made i t
difficult for a n y individual t o know very
much about our worl d.
"So, like other things in this age, educa
tion i s intri cate and more involved . There
a re two great modern definitions of edu
cation with \\·hich I would l ike to acquaint
you . Pro fessor Newton B aker, i n a recent

address at Harvard University, said that
education i s ' The prolongation and cultiva
tion of th e curiosity of the child." These
young men and young women graduating
this morning perhaps j ustify somewhat the
accuracy and validity of this definition .
Curiosity is a trait more common to the
child than to the man . I t is un fortunate
that the curiosity is curbed so early in l i fe.
O ftentimes the curiosity is deadened more
t hrough fear of ridicule than because it has
been satisfied by in formation upon the sub
j ect. It should be cultivated and prolonged
until the curiosity is amply and completely
satisfied. Coming back to Thomas Edison,
he is a man possessed o f childish curiosity
even at so advanced an age. In strolling
about his home recentl y he remarked, 'This
i s too beauti ful a world to have to leave it,'
and he immediately investigated the botani
cal significance o f some flowers near his
home.
" Ramsay McDonald, greatest prime min
i ster England has ever had, gives his defi
nition o f education remarkably well , typi
fied by his ovm l i fe. He says 'An educated
man i s one that i s happy in solitude and
serene in adversity.' As a young man M c
Donald walked the streets of London and
by being constantly happy in solitude
and serene in the many adversities to
which he was subj ected, emerged success
ful as the leader of the Labor party and
England's greatest prime minister.
"Cooperation is essential among the world
leaders o f today. A great problem of the
individual i s how to relate his l i fe to the
l i fe of the \vorld. There must be content
ment in your own j ob . You must have the
feeling that all the people in the worl d and
all the j obs in the world you have your own
j ob which you can do better than anyone
else . "

Address of Class Guest of Honor*
H UGH DEA:K :;\1C LELLA N , A.B., '95
" \\Then Jack Cade the Kentish laborer,
and the leader of the rebellion "·hich bears
h i name. sought to encourage his followers,
he p romised that when he hould become
k ing. _even hal fpenny loa\·es should be _old

for a penny, the three-hooped pot should
have ten hoops , that communism should
prevail i n the land, and that it should be
H e had got
a felony to drink small beer.
ten thus fa r in his campaign speech when

This address w a s d e l i vered by ::\Ir. ::\Ic Lel l a n at the Sen i o r Cla.
*:XOTE :
)Ir. )1 cL e l l a n w a s G u est o f Honor of the C l a � .

Day Exercises,

S a t u r d ay, June

14.
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H UG H

D E AN M C L E L LA N ,
Gu€st o f H on or

A.B. ,

'95

Dick B utcher said : 'The first thing we do,
let's kill all the lawyers. ' And .Tack Cade
replied, ' Nay, that I mean to do. '
"The magistrates a n d lawyers were not
only condemned but according to Holin
shed's account o f the insurrection conceived
by the Duke of York and conducted by
Cade, the rebels purposed to burn and de
stroy all records, evidences and court rolls.
' ' This view or prejudice as to lawyers
and the la\v is not confined to Cade's crowd .
The wisest and meanest o f mankind, what
ever he thought, said that laws are like cob
webs where the small flies are caught, and
the great break through.
"Oliver Goldsmith , also a lawyer, ex
pressed the same thought when he said,
' Laws grind the poor and rich men rule the
law.' \Vhile Pope tells us that :
" 'All , all look with reverential awe at
crimes that scape or triumph o'er the law.'
''Less elegant, but not less expressive is
l\facklin's definition of the law as ·a sort of
hocus pocus science that smiles in yeer face
while it picks yeer pocket : and the glorious
uncertainty of it is of nnir use to the pro
fessors than the j ustice of it.'
"Abuse o f these witnesses i s no ans\\·er
to what they have to say. Bacon's testi-
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mony may be weakened by the fact that
as L ord Chancellor he was convicted o f
bribery, but his naive statement that while
he took the money of suitors, he decided the
cases in their favor, not because of their
generosity but because theirs was the meri
torious side of the controversy, may be
entitled to some weight.
' ' Bacon had a row one day with Sir Ed
ward Coke in the course of which the fol
lowing colloquy occurred :
"Coke-' Mr. Bacon, i f , you have any
tooth against me, pluck it out, for it will
do you more hurt than all the teeth in your
head will do you good. '
" Bacon-' Mr. Attorney, I respect you ;
I fear you not ; and the less you speak o f
your own greatness, the more I will think
o f it.'
"Coke-' I think scorn to stand upon
terms of greatness toward you who are less
than little, less than the least. '
"A fter this exhibition o f politeness and
a fter Coke learned what Bacon thought o f
the · law, Coke gave voice t o his famous
eulogy of the common law whose l i fe he
said is reason and nothing but reason. Coke
though biased by his hatred of Bacon, is
support ed by Dr. Johnson , who pretend ed
to think that : 'the law is the last result o f
human wisdo m acting upon human experi
ence for the benefit of the public.'
' ' The last w itness for the de fense is Sir
John Powell who said : 'Let us conside r the
� eason of the case. For nothin g is law that
1s not reason.'
' ' I uspect that none o f these witness es
is to be trusted im J2 1ici �ly. �Vhate ver may
haYe � een the. s1_ tuat1on m Elizabe th's reign,
there 1s, I belteve , no truth in the statem ent
that the rich and powerf ul ordinar y fare
better than the p oor and the weak. The
statem ent to the contra ry so freque ntly
ma de is its own refutat ion. \Ve say the
poor man hasn't an equal chance with the
rich man becaus e we believ e he should have
it, and that desire results in our helpin g
him to g·et it. If Messr s. Bacon and Gold· smith had striven in defens e of corpor ate
de fendan t in person al inj ury cases, or had
obse!"v ed the glee with which such de fend
ant' � la ,,·yers � o-calle d, take on th po or
�
.
man s case agams t a corpor ation
\\·h1ch has
been so foolish as not to retain him, they
\rnuld haYe adopte d a very differe nt view
as to the ease with which the great break
through the cobwe bs o f the law. The law
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is neither a hocus pocus �c'.ence that sm]es
i n your face while it picks your pocket, nor
does i t shed such a gladsome l ight as some
o f its devotees assert.
" I f Jack Cade had his way, if all la \VS
were abolished , and all lawyers put to
death, we shoul d need something more than
a law maki ng it a felony to drink small
beer.
"I suspect that in time we should do as
we have done. We shoul d invent a system
wh ereby there would be a constitution pro
vidi ng " for three branches of government
j ust as is now the case, and having killed
all the lawyers , we m ight take a chance on
having a United States Senate. The legis
lative branch of the government thus set up
would t hen proceed to pass t oo many laws,
but there would not be enough printing
presses to record all the laws required for
the determination of our mutual rights and
responsibilities. We should have j udge
made law consisting of general principles
which would do j ustice in the great maj or
ity of c ontroversies, but which . in particular
cases would be bound to result in a failure
of j ustice. We might avoid some o f the
hardships which formerly prevailed . We
should give careful consideration to that old
and salutary rule of the common . law by
which husband and w i fe were one, and that
one was the husband. We � hould think
twice before w e abolish the good old rule
by which u pon marriage all the wi fe's per
sonal propertv and all the rents and profits
of her real estate passed to her husband in
retu rn for the compliment paid by h im in
conducting her to the altar. We should
decide also whether it is necessary to scare
a person to death w �en suing him � y caus
ing t o be handed to him a paper which co� 
mands him to appear at court at a certam
day only to be held on his arrival that the
pap �r doesn't mean what it says. In the
main, however, I suspect we should find
that the painstaking work o f Engli sh speak
i ng j udges, each laboring i n the light . shed
by his predecesso rs had accompli shed
s omething which Jack Cade would have
done w ell not to take away from us. \Ve
should probably return to the system
through which questions of law � re deter
m ined by those who have studied � h.e!11 ,
and questions o f fact and the cred1b1hty
o f w i tnesses a re determined by t welve good
men and true, or varying experience and
different stations i n l i fe.

" I f we were wise we should realize that
most of the injustices permitted in our
courts is due to the fact that those whose
duty it is to make up . the lists of men avail
able for j ury service are too lax in the
performance o f that important part o f their
� o:k . In my adopted town o f Lexington,
1t is the duty o f the selectmen to choose
and make up a list of about one hundred
men of honesty and sound judgment fit for
j ury service. Without intimating that this
matter does not receive in this particular
town the attention it deserves, it woul d
seem clear that it is possible to select one
hundred persons out o f six thousand who
are not only honest and of sound j udgment,
but who have had varying experiences so
that they represent a cross-section o f the
in � ell igent p ortion of the community. When
t � 1s duty is attended to properly in every
city and town, there is l ittle likelihood that
the rights of our citizens wi.l b � determined
b :r twelve men who j oin in a c .mmon prej u
dice. As the work of our of":cials is done
in s <;> me localities, it i s not ;iJ together im
possible for causes to be deci led in ac cord
a � ce with some predi lect� on or some pre = t:
d1ce on the part o f a maj ori · y of the panel
as but for the court's a ction woul d have
happened in a case about wh ich a G ;rm 111
acquaintance of mine tol d me many ye1rs
ago.
" I n our attempt to replace or restore the
system whi ch had been abolished, we sho:..1 ld
have cases where the application o f correct
principles to parti cular cases wou ld rcs1.. · l t
i n a failure o f justice, but such ins�an ces
are inherent in any system of ju rispru denc0,
where the law makers are con fronted w:·. h
the problem o f avoi ding inj usti ce i n :- s
many cases as possible on the one han d,
and avoi ding uncertainty on the other hand.
In order that I may make clear my mean
ing, I should like to call your attention to
a situati on which presented itsel f recently
to a committee whose duty it was to pass
upon the qualification o f an applicant for
admission to the Bar o f an adj oining State.
"A young man o f twenty years, bought a
new automobile from a dealer who thought
he was of age, for $ 1000, and paying $300,
gave his note for the balance. The young
man then drove the car to Cali forn ia and
back. Upon his return , he re fused to pay
the note, and demanded the $300 which he
had paid. From a moral standpoint , little
if anything, can be said in favor o f such
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misconduct, but the law o f the place where man, and a total abstainer. The other was
t his o ccurred is, as I understood it, that the industrious also, but he carried his industry
so-called in fant need not pay the note, and beyond his business, and at times attended
may get back the money without deducting most energetically to the consumption o f
o f the wear and tear o n the automobile.
ardent spirits. A s sometimes happens i n
H ow easy it i s t o say that this may be this world, the good man died and his
law, but that it isn't j ustice. The truth is friend who was in the middle o f a spree,
that it is necessary to have a general rule went to his friend's house, and there an
as to the age at which a person shall be nounced that he proposed to be a bearer at
deemed capable of making a contract, and the funeral. He was told that this would
once that age is determined, all younger be impossible, that his c-0ndition was such
persons may avoid their contracts.
that he couldn't possibly attend to his duties
No practical method has been devised for as bearer, but he was so insistent that it
reaching conclusions consonant with our was apparent that it would be necessary to
sense of j usti ce in all the cases where a have him as a bearer or to have a scandal
salutary general principle involves the glo- at the funeral. He attended the funeral in
rious uncertainty said to be so profitable a state of dignified intoxication, and per
to the lawyers.
formed his duties with punctilious care. H e
" Reform does not lie in the direction of spoke not a word. When the funeral party
adding to the uncertainty of the law, by arrived at the cemetery he remained silent,
picking away at a good general rule for the and dignified. Then came the committal
purpose of accomplishing a particular re- service when the minister said, 'Earth to
suit, until nobody can tell whether the prin- earth, dust to dust, ashes to ashes, so shall
ciple has been lost in its exceptions.
the spirit return to him who gave it.' Then
" I f a principle is not good, or if by rea- for the first time, the intoxicated bearer
son of changed conditions, it ceases to be said impressively, ' Could anything be fairer
good, it should be changed either legisla- than that ?'
"The New York court in concluding that
latively or by j udicial modification. Before
the advent of the airplane, it was not un- where by reason of a man's w ealth, service
common to declare that a land-owner's rendered to him is worth more in money
rights extended to the center of the earth than it would have been worth to him i f
and to the heavens. I f the courts o f today he were of slender means, impliedly holds
must surrender their intellect to men whose that the wind should be tempered to the
experience is a hal f century less than theirs, shorn lamb. . . . .
they may feel bound in the absence of
"You heard so long ago of the man who
legislative enactment to say that the flying boasted in a barroom o f the extent of his
pilot is guilty of trespass on the rights o f travels, and I trust you may have forgotten
every man whose land he flies no matter it. He said to an admiring group, 'I have
traveled from Quoddyhead to the Golden
at what height.
" I f the statement of our predecessors Gate, from the Great Lakes to the Gulf .
that all men are t o be treated alike before The wilds of Africa and the Arabian Des
the law must in the light of modern prac- erts are as home to me. Australia and
tice, receive an interpretation which has Alaska are my familiar haunts.' Just then
been accorded to it in two of our western a sleepy, wizened man who had been <lroop
states, then the surgeon who saves the li fe ing in a corner, could stand it no longer,
of a rich man, is entitled to no greater and approaching the much traveled one,
compensation than for a like service to a said, ' Have you ever had delirium tremens?'
person o f slender means.
, and received by way of reply an indignant
"The New York rule seems to be that 'No.' Then said the little man, ' You ain't
one proper element of the surgeon's charge been no where and you ain't seen nothing.'
is the patient's ability to pay. This rule of This can be paraphrased to read,
'I ain't
the New York court as opposed to the sogot
no
you
where
and
ain't
heard
nothing. '
called western view reminds one of the
I
"
cannot stop, however . without express
story o f the two prominent men who were
the business leaders in a thriving eastern ing to your Class and to the Commenceme nt
town. They differed greatly in their habits. Committee my gratitude for the kindness
One of them was a very sober, industrious through which I have the honor to be here."
.
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We gather here today to dedicate a new
building. With words we seek to reveal
h idden mean ings, with phrase to discover
purpose. B ut it can be only an awkward
rresture that we make. Why try to sym
bolize the vision of those who conceived
this buil ding, the patience, courage, and
high purpose o f those who di rected its contruction, o r even the skill and strength of
those who labored to fashion the raw ma
terials of nature into this modern palestra.
I n a l arger v iew, however, there is ample
reason for the efforts we make. Words
alone avail to express the purpose that may
call students to dedicate themselves to those
causes and ach ievements which beckon .
Here is no idle dream ; this is no vain hope.
What cou l J be more fitting than the dedi
cation of the students of the college to use
th i s building in the reali zation o f their be t ,
the fu l fi l l ment o f t h e i r possibilitie , the
* N OTE :

S a t u rday

PH.D.

accomplishment o f their goals ? Only so
can a mass o f brick and stone come to have
meaning.
When a biologi st p laces upon the stage
of his microscope the thin sections that
show the development o f the cell, he has
u pon that bit o f glass one of the wonders
of the world. H ere is the picture of vast
changes i n minute detail. The biologist
looks and wonders. He sees the shi ft of
tissues from one part to another, and fol
lows in successive sections the outcomes of
great pioneering proj ects in protoplasm.
When an institution receives upon the
stage o f college l i fe a student enlisted in
the enterprise o f education-only another
name for development-it takes unto itsel f
a great adventuring in human l i fe. There
are to be vast changes but they are not
subj ect to microscopical analysis. The col
lege prepares care fully for this experiment.
It arranges curricula , assembles staffs, and
erects buildings. As the years pass and
generations o f students and faculties come
and go these devi ces o f the institution be
come touched by what is known as the
Spirit o f the College. Watching the parade
of human possibilities upon the stage o f
education, t h e Spirit t h a t broods o'er, de
veloping youth , everywhere, awakens at
times to say, " Here i s a bit of l i fe ! \Vhat
can be done to h elp that li fe establish its
possibilities ?"
There are remarkable differences as well
as similarities in the laboratory o f the biol
ogist and the work shop o f college Ii f e.
The worker with the microscope ob erves
changes but he i s powerless to al ter them.
Embryonal cells march in maj esty aero s
his stage to form the structure an d to
shape the functions which ultimately he
must describe. But in the laboratory of
col lege education these early biological out
lines have been lai d. The marvel in the
college student i s not the organization of
tissues, nor the interdependence of organs,
but the nascent changes to be made in
human l ives, the development of new
powers, sound gu ides, and worthy stand
ards. ' 'There," ays the biologist, pointing
to his slide, ''i the record of a great trans-

T h i s a d d re!>s was d e l i v e red b.v D r . 'Vi l l i ams
forenoon, J u n e 1 4, 1 9 3 0.- Tlw E d i t o r.

·

at

the

rle d i cato ry exerrhe'l

of

the

A t J1letic

B u il d i n g ,

THE

COLBY

formation." " H ere, " says the college, as
it welcomes the student, "is the pro m ise o f
great trans formations yet t o come."
My theme today deals with the role o f
physical education in such transformations.
Guided by mistaken popular belief this role
could be described in terms of certain
physical exercises, considerable vocal gym
nastics at games, and a curious mixture o f
sun baths and dancing. Curious notions
about physical education prevail. A people
that buys patent medicines to cure diseases,
that omits numbering the 1 3 th floor in tall
buildings to avoid bad luck, that knocks
on \vood to escape mis fortune, might be
expected to do rolling exercises to acquire
beauty and morning exercises to develop
health. The youth who expects that exer
cise \Vill add one cubit to his stature is no
more in error than the adult who hopes
that pills may be substituted for character
and self-discipline. Ideas about the role o f
physical education range a l l t h e way from
the massage movements and relaxation pos
tures of the H indu mystics to the practical
viev.rs of the farmer who has only one boy
and ten cows. The deeper meanings o f
physical education are too o ften forgotten.
The rapid changes in our modes of l iving
today leave but little that is permanent in
the custom o f our fathers. The wood
house is disappearing, the barnyard has
become a f0 31er to the garage, and the scent
of new mown hay is a kind of Bridge o f
S a n Luis Rey binding us t o a fragrant
memory.
To vindicate the erection of this building
that we dedicate today, to j ustify your com
ing here, physical education must appear
to be more than exercise, more than rau
cous sounds, more than a fad, or new fan
gled idea, more than a frill upon the educa
tional garment that in many ways seems to
lack the wearing quality, the fastness of
color, and utility that characterized the
product of the little red school house two
generations ago.
The ideas of the time and place have ,
ever shaped and fashioned all parts of edu
cation. Thus physical education has re
sponded to dominant ideas. Some eight
centuries ago Abelard taught in Paris.
Students came from all parts o f Europe
to hear the master of philosophy. From
the fourth to the fourteenth century West
ern Europe believed that the only true real
ity was spirit and so profound was this
·
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exaltation of the super-sensual that the
physical was regarded as base and mean,
fit only for punishment and defileplent. To
our modern world of science, with i ts estab
li shed records of the unity of mind and
body, the lectures of Abelard seem indeed
remote. The ideas of the time and place
determine what people do.
Go back another eight hundred years.
There on the shores of the JEgean S ea,
physical education was born-a slip from
the wisdom of intellect and understan ding.
Nourished by Greek thought it grew into a
sturdy plant to sustain the citizenship o f
Greek City S tates. T h e ideas o f t h e time
and place shaped Greek education.
vVe are separated from the M iddle Ages
of Abelard by eight full centuries and from
the Age o f Pericles by sixteen . vVhen we
think o f Athens we think o f the Parthenon,
of Socrates, of Plato and Aristotle. vVhen
we think of the M iddle Ages we think o f
popes and emperors fighting for power, o f
feudalism, o f peasants and poverty-and
nothing that happened in Greece seems to
have a place in the twel fth century in Eu
rope. The fact is of course that a wholly
different body of ideas swayed men's minds
and what seemed vital to the guests in the
palestra counted for nothing in the con
templation of the monasteries. Each age
has its own values, its own beacon lights
set upon the hill, its own dreams and
aspirations.
And so the i deas of our day lead us to
plan for the education of our children in
many ways different from the opportunities
o f past generations. \Ve seem to have
passed through three stages in our national
li fe. The first is that of the pioneer w hom
we glorified. He opened the \Vest to build
towns and make safe the path o f commerce
and industry from coast to coast. The sec
ond stage marks the captain of industry,
whose industrial enterprises have yielded
tremendous wealth enriching the lives of all
people, everywhere. The third stage seems
now with us, in which more and more
people are asking, " O f what value wealth,
national power, and great enterprises, un
less there is more health, more j oy and hap
piness, finer and better living everywhere ?"
The glamor of the pioneer is nearly gone ;
the captain o f industry seems less com
manding in a world that is asking that
wealth shall be translated in health, power
into human happiness and lovely character.
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I f these values express the mood of our
modern world, then physical education
must shape its course w ith the health,
happiness, and fine character o f people i n
mind.
I t i s the plain truth o f the matter that
the building o f health belongs in the fielJ
of conflict, for it i s the outcome o f con
stant war fare between the demands of bio
logical forces that have been adapted for
thousands o f years to rather primitive li fe,
and the condition s o f a suddenly changed
civilizatlon : a trial of battle between the
instinctive u rges and drives to action o f
t ribal days a n d t h e social standards o f the
present century. H ealth, whatever its qual
i ty, i s something, however, which each hu
man being must build for himsel f . I t can
not be had by gi ft, o r even by i nheritance
in any permanent way, though both envi
ronment and heredity are power fu l factors
i n its development. Nor is health some
thing w h i ch can be fashioned al l at once
and pointed to as a completed product. On
the contrary, the development o f health is
a process ; it reaches over the years and
through them. It i s not a process for in
fancy alone, nor for adolescence, but for
the whole o f l i fe.
There is i n some quarters a disposition,
perhaps a growing disposition, to shi ft the
responsibility for health from the indivi dual
t o the community o f which he forms a part .
It is o ften sai d that community i nterest
shoul d take precedence of individual in
terest and that, there fore, the community
shou l d control the individual for its own
good and his. There i s abundant evidence
to support community a ction in communi
caole diseases and yet it should be remem
bered always that there is no community
i nt erest apart from the sum total o f its
members. As each individual builds his
own health he aids in building community
health, but there i s no possibility o f revers
ing the process. Co m m u nity a ction in the

form of san itary laws, police con trol, and
pub lic h ealth m easu res m ay niake favorable
c o n d itions for life to go o n, but t h e secret
of a h ealthy comniun ity is fin e, wholeso m e
living b y th e menibers o f t ha t c o m m un ity.
L e t t h e c o m m u n ity c o nceive of h ealth in
terms of vaccina tio n a lone, or water sup
plies a lo n e, or sewage disposal alon e, or
any c o nibina tion of purely adm inistrative
fu n ctions and you th ereby miss vital ele
nie n ts inh erent in p erson a l effort a n d direc-

This is not to enrich l i fe but to
tion .
impoverish it.
The role o f physical education, aside
from its physiologi c and hygienic contri
butions which are very large, resides in the
attitudes of fine l iving that it tends to form.
M oreover, it is to be j udge in the college
by the contribution it makes to fine or
wholesome living in the col lege community.
Keep fit ! Live at your best ! Be in con
dition ! These are the strong, native ex
pressions of a powerful influence for health,
happiness and character. It should be noted,
however, that these i deals of fitness for fine
livi ng prevail more generally among young
men than young women . Women, one re
grets to remark, tend to rely too largely
u pon costume and other external and deco
rative devices as symbol s of excellence i n
which t h e counter feit is t o o often only evi
dence of the absence o f the real . Sound
physical education for our young women
may well mean a growth in i deals of
strength and vigor.
It need hardly be said that the rol e of
physical education i s not limited to health
o f the body alone. Too many people make
the mistake of regarding health only in
terms of muscle and secretion . The Duch
ess must have been healthful a fter a fashion
and yet she made the Duke say :
" S h e had
A heart-how shall I say ?-too soon made glad'
Too easily i m pressed : she l iked whate'er
She looked on, and her looks went everywhere.
Sir 'twas all one ! My favor at her hrcast,
The d rooping of the dayl ight in the West,
The bough o f cherrirs some officious fool
B roke in the orchard for her, the w h ite mule
She rode with roun d the terrace-all and each
Wo u l d draw f rom her alike, approving speech
or bl u s h at l east."

The Duchess su ffered from the same
kind o f personality de fect that marks those
who are having nervous breakdowns, and
i ncreasingly cause difficulties in civil I i fe
today. Life is many-sided. There is more
than mind and more than spirit in human
personal ity. The whole affective li fe is tre
mendously important today, so that psychi
atrists are emphasizing for all education the
value o f games. dancing, sports, and social
rec reations that take people out o f the con
templation of themselves, their difficult or
their glorious selves. Physical education in
the college may be so conducted as to give
studen ts skills and interests in wholesome
rec reation s that feed continually the sources
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o f ener gy and satis 
fact ion. Hea lth o f
the phys ical i s only a
p ar � . o f that healt hy
md1v 1dual nour ished
in his emot iona l and
expr essiv e func tions
by physi cal educa ti on
quite as defin itely as
he i s sustai ned in his
physic al ones.
Health , happin ess,
and charac ter-th e e
are three great de
sires today. The im
plications of physical
education for health
have been suggested.
I t s contribution to
emotional ends i s no
less real. One o f the
prominent sources of
satis faction of people
flows from accom
plishment in physical
skills. The y o u t h
who can play a good
game of tennis finds
j oy in tennis. The
girl who swims sk ill
fully enj oys greatly
swimming. A very
real kind of happi
ness comes dai] y to
countless n u m b e r s
who have learned to
engage in o u t d o o r
THE ATHLETIC R CTLD I N G
sports, to p 1 a y , to
dance. This relation
to happiness is ever more and more im time education during college years may
portant in these days of increased lei constitute the fence that will save many
sure among our people. Educational com who would otherwise fall over the cliff o f
mi ssions point out the importanc e o f social o r biological disaster. O n the con
leisure time education . I t i s the sim trary, dramatic rescues always thrill . Rush
plest matter of common sense to obserYe ing to the base of the cliff with an ambu
that individu als will carry into their ff( e lance to pick up those who have toppled
hours o f leisure those activitie s in \l\rhich over-from improper living, degenerative
thev have found j oy. Physica l edG.catio n - diseases, social maladj ustments-thi s may
become s in certain of its activitie s not only be dramatic ; it is hardly educational.
One la�t word. May I give you a thougl1t
a matter o f persona l satisfac tion but also
a kind of moral prophyla xis for leisure from Galsworthy ? " Sport," says Gals
time. This view requires then that we think worthy, "which still keeps the flag of i deJ.1ism flying. is pernaps the most saying grace
of school days as days of opportu nity for
in the world at the moment with its spirit
in
nces,
prefere
the educati on of youth in
f rules kept, and r egard for the adversary
o
that
skills
in
as
well
skills that bring j oy as
the fight is going for or against ;
whether
does
m1n
since
ation
bring financial compens
ever. the fair play spirit o f sport
f
i
when,
leisme
Proper
alone.
bread
not live by
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reign s over i nternational affairs , the cat
force which rules there now will slink away
an d human l i fe emerge the fi rst t ime from
the j ungl e . "
The psychologists t e l l us that one's char
acter i s the sum of habitual responses he
tends to make. The role o f physical edu
cation i n character training as stated by
Galsworthy is defined by psychology. It is
a process o f habitual responses to situations
that arise continually in games. Many of
the s logans o f the world that stand for
desirabie conduct arise out of the actiYities
o f the playing field. " Play the Game,"
"Don't Foul , " and ' ' Keep Playing to the
Encl" are samples of a wi del y used and
forceful language . I t is the language of
a great educational agency. Whether or
not this opport unity for character education
wlll be realized depend s largely upon the
l eadership we give to the situation. If we
muddy the stream by subsidi zing ath letes,
exploiting students for commercial or non
educational ends, let us still understand the
possible purity of the sou rce. Lessons in
courage, sel f-control , and good sportsman
ship are constantly being taught in physical
activi ties and more success fully than they
a re in classrooms. May we not hope that
this buil ding will help to make real Henley's
l ines,
" I am the m a s t e r o f my fate,
I am th(; capta i n of my soul . "

and give reality to Spenser's words,

" I n vaine he sceketh others to suppresse
Who hath not l earne:d h i mselfe first to subdew."

M any of you will remember the early
days of the College. It has changed ; you
have changed. The present generation o f
students know what the College w a s like
be fore this building that we dedicate aro� e
u pon the campus. It has changed the Col
lege. Will it change you ? The old gym
nasium was inadequate. The old standard,
the old performance, the old accompl ish
ment ! Will they still sati sfy ? ' ' Both were
faiths and both are gone," said Matthew
Arnold of the ·Greek and Norse divinities.
I t might be the bu siness o f the scholar to
ask where had they gone but of more im
portance is to ask what has taken their
places. The generation of men and women
who have l ived excellent lives without our
modern opportunities have a right to say
with Wendell Ph illips, " To be as good as
our fathers we must be better. " No modern
student may be permitted to sit like the
figure on our silver coin, looking ever back
ward. but rather must be pr � pared to say,
"New occasions teach new duties ;
T i m e makes ancient good uncouth ;
T hey must upward still and onward,
W ho \vould keep abreast o f tru th."

The biologist looks at the sections o f the
cell upon his stage and wonders. The col
lege looks at the young folks coming to its
doors and builds . In this enterprise mod
ern physi cal education rightly serves the
h ealth, happi ness, and character of man
kind.

The Alumni Luncheon
ERNEST C U M M I NGS MARRI NER, A . B . , ' 1 3� SECRETARY

The enthusiastic Alumni Luncheon o f
1 930 i s o n e that will n o t soon b e forgotten
by the two hundred graduates who at
tended. For the first time in many years
t here was a single definite subj ect for dis
cussion, a subj ect concerning which every
man in the room held a more or less fixed
opinion. With a view to capital izing thi s
interest in the proposed moving o f the col
lege Dr. J. F. Hill, President of the Alumni
Association, arranged his speaking pro
gram.
The fi rst speaker was F . Harold Dubord ,

1 9 1 4, Mayor of Waterville, who gave an
impassioned address against the proposal
to move Colby from Waterville. He pointed
out the close association between college
and city for the period o f a century. He
suggested that the trustees might find legal
obstacles in the way of moving the college
f rom Waterville's corporate limits.
Reveren d Frank W. Padelford, 1 894,
spoke for the trustees. He made a search
ing analysis of the national situation in
higher education with its applications to
Colby. He pointed out the necessity of a
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new site for the college and
emphasized the fact that the
trustees had not voted to
remove to Augusta or any
other locality-that they had
voted simply to seek a new
site w h e r e and when it
should appear feasible.
John B . Pugsley, 1 905 ,
advocated the adoption of
something like the Dart
mouth or Amherst plan o f
alumni organization. Under
this plan each class is or
ganized w ith an agent or
secretary who keeps in con
tact with the alumni office
of the college. Each class
makes an annual contrilm
tion to the college finances.
Upon motion o f Mr. Pugs
ley it ·was voted to ref er hi
suggestion to the executive
committee for investigation
and report.
Professor Harry L. Koop
man, 1 880, gave a very i n
teresting address referring
to the significant social and
economic changes w h i c h
have taken place since his
class graduated.
Other speakers were Al
bert G. Hurd, 1 892, John
H. Lee, 1 9 30, and President
Franklin W. Johnson, 1 89 L
The following officers were
elected for 1 9�0- 3 1 :
President, Charles F. T .
Seaverns, 1 901 , H art ford,
Conn.
C H AR L E S F . T . SEAVER N S , A . B . , ' 0 1
E lected P resident o f t h e General A l u m n i Assoc i a t i o n
Vice-President, John B .
Pugsley, 1 905 , Boston, M ass.
Secretary, Ernest C. Marriner, 1 9 1 3 , Neil F. Leonard, '2 1 , Newton Centre, M ass.
Waterville.
Committee to Nominate Alumni Trus
Treasurer, Charles W. Vigue, 1 898, Wa- tees : Albert F. Drummond. 1888, Water
terville.
ville ; Arthur L. Field, 1 905 . Hebron ; T .
N ecrologist, Malcolm B . Mower1 1 905 , Raymond Pierce, 1 898 , vVellesley, Mass. ;
Waterville.
Paul M . Edmunds, 1 926, New York ; Leo
Executive Committee : William A. Smith, G. Shesong, 1 9 1 3 , Portland.
1 89 1 , Waterville ; Arthur F. Bick ford, 1 9 1 6,
Members of Athletic Council : Prince A .
Cambridge, Mass. ; Oliver L. Hall, Bangor ; Drummond, 1 9 1 5 , Waterville ; J . Frank
Edward F. Stevens, 1 889, B rooklyn, N. Y. ; Goodrich, 1 926, Waterville.
,

LOYALTY TO COLBY
Graduates have no
ing the Alumnus.

better

way of showing loyalty to Colby than by support
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Annua l Report of Colby Alumnae Association
HARRIET EATON ROGERS,

L O U I SE H E L E N C O B U R N , LITT. D . ,
Welcomed a t Alumnae Mee t i n g

'77

The thirty-fi fth annual meeting of the
Colby Alumnae Association was h eld at
noon June 14, 1 930, in the Alumnae Bui ld
ing. The luncheon preceded the business
meeting and was a delightful affair served
i n the gymnasium at small tables decorated
with spring flowers.
A fter lunch M rs . Helen Hanscom Hill,
the president, opened the busine s meeting.
Fir t was the reading o f the t reasurer's
report by Miss Alice Purinton . Fol lowing
h er report Miss Puri nton presented her
resignation as treasurer, saying that she
had served for a long time and that she
now has other duties to attend. This report
was accepted as read.
There was report by the secretary for
the Alumnae Council, following whi ch was
a motion, duly seconded and carried by
vote, to omit the reading of the other rou
tine reports, which are to be printed and
mailed early in the fal l .
Miss Dunn then gave a report for the
committee which was to ecure additional
w omen t ru stees. This commi ttee con sists
of :

'19

Miss Dunn,
Dr. Padel ford,
Dr. George Ot is Smith,
Mr. Charles E . Gurney.
They had met with President Johnson who
advi sed that a committee go before the
legi slature for a change in the charter which
would enlarge the board o f trustees, giving
place for five women trustees. Miss Dunn
has already been appointed to fill the va
cancy caused by the resignation o f Miss
Lou ise Coburn from the board.
Miss Runnals then read a tribute to Miss
Alice Puri nton which follows :
Waterville, Maine,
June 1 3, 1 930.
' ' The Colby Alumnae Association wishes
to express to Miss Alice Purinton , who has
been its treasu rer for ten consecutive years,
its most cordial and sincere appreciation o f
her service. A l l t h e members of t h e Asso
ciation realize that the total number o f
hours Miss Purinton h a s given to t h i s work
would, if it could be estimated, be astound
ing. She has not only been most loyal and
unsel fish i n the spirit in which she has
served, but also extremely capable and ac
curate in all the trying details o f the work .
I n point of actual service to the Colby
Alumnae Association M i ss Pu rinton stands
i n the very first rank. Realizing that other
duties make her resignation necessary, the
Association releases her with deep regret
but even deeper gratitude.
N I NETTA R U N NALS,
FLORENCE E. DUN N . ')

A vote was taken to have this spread
upon the permanent re.cords. Miss Purin
ton made a charming impromptu respon se,
expressing her pleasure in the work she had
been able t o do.
Officers elected for the coming year are :
Presi dent, M rs. Eleanor Creech Marriner,

1 9 1 0.

Vice President, Mrs. Lois Hoxie Smith,

1 903.

Second Vice Presi dent, Mrs. Ethel Merrian
Weeks, 1 9 1 4.
Secretary, M rs. Harri et Eaton Rogers,

1 9 1 9.

Treasu rer, Miss Meroe F. Morse, 1 9 1 3 .
S cholarship Aid Committee :
Miss Harriet M . Parmenter, 1 889,
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1\liss Jennie M . Smith, 1 88 1 ,
Miss Lucia H . Morrill, 1 89 3 .
N ecrologi st, M iss Harriet M . Parmenter ,
1 889 .
Executiv e Committ ee :
M iss Emily Heath, 1 926,
Miss Katherine Graeney, 1 928,
M iss Doris Vv . Hardy, 1 925.
Alumn ae Counci l :
For three vears :
Miss Al fce M . Purinton, 1 899,
Mrs. Mary Caswell Carter, 1904.
For two years :
M � s. M�be l Dunn Libby, 1 903,
Miss Ahce Clarkin, 1 91 6.
For one year :
M rs . . Clara Carter Weber, 1 92 1 ,
Mrs. Harriett V . B essey, 1 897.
Respect fully submitted ,
HARRIET V. BESSEY,
A DELLE GILPATRI C K ,
ELEA NOR TAYLOR.
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M iss Runnals gave a greeting to the
alumnae as did also the president of the
class of 1 9 3 0. She presented, in behal f o f
her class a handsome clock to the Alumnae
.
Building. The gi ft was accepted by M iss
Runnals in her usual happy manner for the
alumnae, wishing the graduating class suc
cess in the future.
Mrs. Ruby Carver Emerson spoke to the
gathering. Mrs. Hill then mentioned the
presence of Miss Louise Coburn, in whom
the alumnae body expressed its affectionate
interest by a rising greeting.
Mrs. Edith Merrill Hurd, the alumna
from farthest away, Los Angeles, spoke o f
h e r pleasure i n coming s o f a r f o r Com
mencement.
Pro�fessor Eustis brought greetings from
the Alumni Association. The reunioning
classes were then heard from and the meet
ing closed with singing Auld Lang Syne.
'

List of Returning Graduates
The following is a list o f the graduates I 925 ; Clark D. Chapman, 1 909 ; Elizabeth
who registered at the last Commencement : Kingsley Chapman, I 925 ; Hope Chase,
Cornelia Adair, 1 928 ; Chancey Adams, 1 926 ; J. Ardelle Chase, 1 927 ; William B .
1 885 ; Elsie C. Adams. 1 925 ; Jessie Alex Chase, 1 899 ; Cecil W. Clark, 1 905 ; Alice
ander, 1 929 ; Grace Stone Allen, I 929 ; A. Clarkin, 1 9 1 6 ; Charles L . Clement,
Dora K. Andrews, 1 892 ; George A. An 1 897 ; Leola Clement, 1 927 ; A rthur W.
drews, 1 892 ; D . K. Arey, 1 905 ; Harold C. Cole, 1 923 ; Jennie Farnum Collins, I 9 l 5 ;
A rey, 1 903 ·
Everett J . Condon, 1 926 ; Grace Corthell,
Nelson W. Bailey, 1 928 ; Pauline P. Bai l9o8 ; Charles A . Cowing, 1 929 ; Cleal . Cow
ley, 1 92 3 ; F. E. Baker, 1 927 ; Charles P. ing, I 927 ; W. A. ; Cowing, I904 ; T. J .
B arnes, 1 892 ; Ruth Bartlett, 1 929 ; Thalia Crossman, 1 9 1 5 ; Charles H . Cumston,
Bates, 1 929 ; Alona Nicholson Bean, I905 ; 1 870.
Dorothy Daggett, 1 928 ; Ruth Daggett,
S tephen G. Bean, 1 905 ; Ralph K. Bearce,
1 895 ; Mrs. Harriet V. Bessey, 1 897 ; Al 1 929 ; A . A. D'Amico, 1 928 ; Alta E. Davis,
bion W. B lake, 1 9 1 l ; A lton D . Blake, 1 9 1 0 ; 1 9 1 8 ; Margaret A . Davis, 1 928 ; S. Ernes
W. L. Bonney, 1 892 ; F. Christine Booth, tine Davis, 1905 ; Sipprelle R. Daye, 1 924 ;
1 926 ; Woodman B radbury, 1 887 ; Kenneth Hilda F. Desmond, 1 928 ; Doris M . Dickey,
W. Bragdon. 1 926 ; Ralph A. B ramhall, 1 92 3 ; A. F. Drummond, 1 888 ; Prince A .
1 9 1 5 ; H. L. Brophy, 1 922 ; Agnes J. B ron Drummond, 1 9 1 5 ; F. Harold Dubord,
der, 1 926 ; Edith Pratt B rown, 1 9 1 6 ; Harry , 1 9 1 4 ; Mrs. Paul A . Dundas, 1 9 1 7 ; Fred
S . B rown, 1 899 ; Stanley C. Brown, 1 927 ; B. Dunn, 1 9 1 5 ; Vivienne Wright Dunn,
W. E . Burgess, 1 92 1 ; Eleanor G. Butler, 1 9 1 6.
George A . Ely, l 8g8 ; Ruby Carver Em
1 929.
George R. Campbell, 1 89 1 ; John E. Can erson, I904 ; A . G. Eustis, 1 92 3 .
Elsie Lawrence Fentiman, 1 9 1 l ; Arthur
delet, 2nd, 1 927 ; Mary L. Carleton, 1 894 ;
Frank S. Carpenter, 1 91 4 ; Charles Carroll, L. Field, 1 905 ; Hilda. M. Fi fe, 1 926 ; Leon
1 885 ; Robert C . Chandler, 1 928 ; Lucy E. ard R. Finnemore, 1 927 ; Everett Flood,
Chapin, 1 929 ; W. S. Chapin, 1 929 ; Hugh 1 879 ; H . P. Ford, 1 895 ; Hattie S . Fossett,
R. Chaplin, l 88o ; C . Barnard Chapman, 1 907.
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Dorothy Giddings , 1 927 ; Leona Achorn
Gillis, 1 9 1 0 ; A ldine C. Gilman, 1 9 1 5 ; Lela
.
H. Gli dden, 1 928 ; G. C. Goddard, 1 929 ;
Ethel M ason Goetz, 1 92 5 ; J. Frank Good
rich, 1 926 ; Anne H. Goodwin, 1 929 ; Eleanor
S tone Goodwin, 1 905 ; J oseph P. Gorham ,
1 925 ; M rs. Dorothy Mitchell Grant, 1 92 1 ;
Grace Stetson Grant, 1 907 ; Leonard W.
Grant, 1 91 5 ; S arah E. Gray, 1 905 ; Kath
erine Greaney, 1 928 ; B ernice V. Green ,
1 927 ; Doris L. Groesbeck, 1 929 ; Leon C .
Guptill, 1 909 ; C harles E. Gurney, 1 898.
H. R Hamilton , 1 896 ; W. J. Hammond,
1 905 ; Flora M. Harriman, 1 92 5 ; D rew T.
H arthorn, 1 894 ; Emily Redi ngton Heath,
1 926 ; Everett C. H errick, 1 898 ; Jane
Pauline H erri ng, 1 9 1 0 ; I rene G. H ersey,
1 929 ; F. T. Hill, 1 9 1 0 ; M rs. Helen Mac
Gregor Hill, 1 897 ; J. Frederick Hill, 1 882 ;
A. C . H odgkins, 1 923 ; T. R. H odgkins,
1 92 5 ; Arthur L. Holmes, 1 898 ; Esther
Holt, 1 924 ; I na T . Hooper, 1 929 ; Edith
Merrill Hurd, i 888 ; George N. Hurd,
1 890 ; Ruth Hutchins, 1 928.
Robert L. Jacobs, 1 924 ; Alice B. Jewett,
1929 ; Claire K. Johnson, ex- 1 930 ; Frank
lin W. Johnson, 1 89 1 ; J. D. Johnston,
1 927 ; Cyril M. Joly, 1 91 6 ; Eli nor Hunt
Jones, 1 894 ; F. H. Jones, 1 9 1 4 ; Dr. Archer
Jordan, 1 895 ; Archer Jordan, Jr., 1 927 ;
Francis M . Joseph, 1 90 1 .
Hersey R . Keene, 1 905 ; E . Evelyn Kel
lett, 1 926 ; H arry L. Kcopman, 1 880.
Marion S teward LaCasce, 1 9 1 5 ; J. F.
Larrabee, 1 887 ; Fred F. Lawrence, 1 900 ;
H elen S. Leighton, 1 929 ; I rma A. Leonard,
1 9 1 4 ; Lewis L . Levine, 1 9 1 6 ; M arian E.
Lewis, 1 9 1 8 ; Vera Collins Lindsley, 1 923 ;
E. W. Loane, l go8 ; Carl B . Lord, 1 91 5 ;
Mary M oor Lord, 1 905 ; M aurice E. Lord,
1 9 1 2 ; Albert W. Lorimer, l 8g6.
M rs. E. R. M ace, 1 88 1 ; Marguerite
C hase Macomber, 1 927 ; C lyde L. Mann,
1 928 ; Rene J. Marcou, 1 928 ; Grace Mar
tin, 1 924 ; Frances P. McBride, 1 9 1 3 ; Alice
B. M cDonald, 1 92 S ; Grace F. M cDonal d ,
1 92 5 ; D r . J . T . M cDonald, 1 880 ; James E .
M cM ahon, 1 9 1 5 ; George Merriam, 1 879 ;
H . J. Merrick, 1 899 ; Frank L. M errick,
1 904 ; N ella M. M erri ck , 1 900 ; P. S . M er
rill, M. D., 1 894 ; W. W. M errill, 1 888_;
E . L . M erriman, 1 92 5 ; Ellsworth W. Mil
lett, 1 92 5 ; Dr. Chester R. M ills, 1 9 1 5 ; F.
D . M itchell, ex- 1 884 ; Helen C . Mitchell,
1 927 ; Howard R. M itchell, 1 872 ; Ruth
M organ, 1 9 1 5 ; Cla ra P. Morrill , 1 894 ;
Frances H. Morrill, 1 894 ; Lucia H . M or-

rill, 1 893 ; Grace M orrison, 1 928 ; Meroe F .
Morse, 1 9 1 3 ; Dorothy L. M orton, 1 929 ;
M . B . Mower, 1 905 ; Anne F. M urray,
1 920 ; George E. M urray, 1 879.
John T. Nasse, 1 929 ; Herbert L. New
man, 1 9 1 8 ; Ruth A. Norton , 1 929.
C. E. Owen, 1 879 ; Fred K. Owen, 1 887 ;
Robert Owen, 1 91 4.
Frank W. Padel ford, 1 894 ; Ena Page,
1 928 ; Dr. H. L. Paikowsky, 1 9 1 8 ; B eatrice
M. Palmer, 1 929 ; E llis F. Parmenter, 1 926 ;
Harriet M . Parmenter, 1 889 ; Olive S. Par
menter, 1 926 ; Arline Mann Peakes, 1 927 ;
Lawrence A. Peakes, 1 928 ; Carroll N . Per
kins, 1 904 ; Robert A. Peterson, 1 929 ;
Warren C. Philbrook, 1 882 ; Ellen M . Pills
bury, 1 9 1 1 ; Ernest H. Pratt, 1 894 ; Leora
E . Prentiss, 1 9 1 2 ; John B. Pugsley, 1905 ;
Horace M . Pullen, 1 9 I I ; Vina Purington,
1 927 ; Donald E . Putnam, 1 9 1 6 ; Varney A.
Putnam, 1 899.
Woodford M. Rand, 1 9 1 6 ; Angie Reed,
1 927 ; Zadie I. Reynolds, 1 9 1 8 ; C laire J.
Richardson , 1 928 ; I ra vV. Richardson,
1 9 1 0 ; Ruth Brickett Rideout , 1 9 1 5 ; Walter
J. Ri deout, 1 9 1 2 ; Blanche Lamb Roberts,
1 905 ; B ernice C . Robinson, 1 92 5 ; Ruby M .
Robinson, 1 9 1 8 ; Willard H . Rockwood,
1 902 ; A. Raymond Rogers, 1 91 7 ; Harriet
Eaton Rogers, 1 9 1 9 ; Cecil H. Rose , 1 928 ;
Henrietta Rosenthal, 1 928 ; Eben G. Rus
sell, 1 875.
E. L. Sampson, 1 889 ; Charles F. T . Sea
verns, 1 90 1 ; Byron H. Smith , 1 9 1 6 ; Don
ald 0 . Smith, 1 92 1 ; Ervena Goodal e Smith,
1 924 ; M rs . George Otis Smith, 1 893 ; Helen
Coburn Smith, 1 927 ; H . T . Smith, 1 922 ;
H ugh A. Smith, 1 920 ; Jennie M . Smith,
1 88 1 ; Joseph Coburn Smith, 1 924 ; Ruth
M. Smith, 1 92 1 ; W. A. Smith, 1 891 ; Rev.
Fred A. Snow, 1 885 ; William L. Soule,
1 890 ; Alden C. Sprague, 1 929 ; R. L.
Sprague, 1 9 1 8 ; M rs . Margaret Goss Sta
ples, 1 9 1 3 ; Glenn W. Starkey, 1 905 ; Ar
thur \\l. Stetson, 1 907 ; W. C . Stetson ,
1 879 ; Susie Stevens, 1 928 ; Carlton W.
_
S tewart, 1 903 ; C. L . Stmeford, 1 926 ; � elle
Longley Strickland, 1 9 1 9 ; H elen S pring
field S trong, 1 924 ; C. H. Sturtevant, 1 892 ;
H elen Kyle Swan, 1 926 ; M rs. Annie
Choate Sweet, 1 922 ; Galen F. Sweet, 1 9 1 9 .
William S . Tanner, 1 928 ; E leanor F .
Taylor, ex- 1 926 ; F. C lement Taylor, 1 927 ;
Edwin C . Teague, 1 89 1 ; Arthur M . Thom
as 1 88o ; Arthur Arad Thompson , 1 905 ;
G ;ace Wells Thompson , 1 9 1 5 ; E. B . Tilton,
1 907 ; Josiah Odin Tilton , 1 875 ; Bessie N.
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Tobey, 1 9 1 3 ; Virgj l C . Totman, 1 894 ; Har
riet Towle, 1 928 ; Herbert W. Tra fton,
1 886 ; L. S. Trask, 1 909 ; J. Tre fethen, ex1 930.
Grenville E. Vale, 1 924 ; Harry S. Vose,
1 899.
H. E. Wadsworth, 1 892 ; M yrtle Everett
\¥aite, 1 9 1 5 ; John E. Walker, 1 929 ; Mary
E. Warren, 192 3 ; Mary A. Washburn,

1 9 1 5 ; Daniel Wentworth, 1 920 ; Mary Wes
ton, 1 90 1 ; K. B. Weymouth, 1 925 ; N. E.
Wheeler, 1 909 ; E. C. Whittemore, 1 879 ;
Blanche V. Wilber, 1 905 ; I rma E. Wilber,
1 9 ! 4 ; Albert R. Willard, 1 9 1 5 ; Percy F.
\i\Tilliams, 1 897 ; Clair E. Wood, 1 928 ; Mrs.
Grace Lermond Wyllie, 1 9 19.
Florence C . Young, 1 929.

A Changing Attitude Tawards Waf*
NOR M A N DUNBA R PAL M ER,

One o f t h e
most encoura ging trends in
mode rn thought
is the changing
attitude on the
Part o f the
peoples of the
world toward s
the efficacy and
advisability o f
war as a means
o f settling disp u t e s between
nations. In this
period of repulN ORMAN D U N B AR PAL�I E R
sion f r o m the
A.B . , ' S O
orrors o f th e
h
Commencem e n t Speaker
last great struggle, hope rests on a surer founda tion because war at last is being reveal ed for what
it reallv i s. As one writer has said : ' ' N O L'
the lea;t hopefu l sign of the t imes is war's
comple te loss o f the thing called 'It.' "
But are there any real indicat ions that
the public attitude to\\:ards the whole war
system has been changing during the last
twelve years ? Certain ly nothing could be
more absurd than to argue that war i s no
longer possibl e on the ground that people
everyw here are beginni ng to see it in its
true colors. But it seems not unreaso nable
to conclud e that this changin g public opinion augurs ·well for the future ; t hat stronge r
than treaties and more fraught with significance to the future o f mankind are the
clasped hands of friendsh ip and the abolition of the war-myth from the hearts of
men.
Significan t, indeed, is the changing public
attitude towards t he agencies and machinery for the pacific settlemen t of interna* NOTE :

' 30

tional disputes. The World Court for ex
ample has no means of en forcing its de
cisions other than through the pressure of
public opinion ; and its great achievements
may in one sense be attributed to the over
whelming demand by the peoples o f the
world for the settlement o f disputes by
peaceful means. The United States is not
an official member of the Court ; but through
the efforts of such far-seeing statesmen as
Elih 1:1 Root, Charles Evans Hughes and
President Hoover thi s country is appreci
ably nearer entrance today than ever be
fore. Our nation still stands aloof from
the League of Nations. I t may never enter
for there are many who see grave obj ec
tions to affixing our signature to the protoco1. B ut the League is no longer derided .
Its constructive achievements in partici
pating in the settlement of some twenty
eight political disputes, many of them con
taining the seeds o f war, are at last receiv
ing general recognition ; and eYery day sees
this country moving steadily towards the
League's ideals. The recent London Con
ference, though regarded by many as a
failure, was a distinct s tep i n the right
direction , a sure token of the newer day.
\\Then the representatives of the great na
tions met around the council table at Lon
don , the searchlight of world opinion was
brought to bear as never be fore upon prob
lems o f grave international import.
, Perhaps the best index of the trend of
the thought of any period is afforded by a
study of the literature of that particular
time. Because of the tremendous influence
of literature upon public opinion , may I
discuss briefly with you the great change
-I may say the revolutionary change-in
the present post-war books as contrasted
with those of any other post-bellurn period.

C ommencement u n d ergrad uate addres , d elivered o n Commencem e n t D a y , .J u ne

1 7 . 1 9 :3 0 .- The R il i t o r.
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Out of their own mouths shall we j udge
them.
The literature that fol lowed the Civil
War i s full o f individual heroisms, splendid
courage and requited love. Seldom if ever
does the seeker a fter truth catch even a
fleeting glimpse of the real horrors of the
strife that n early rent our nation in twain.
S uch books as "The Battle Ground," " The
Red B adge o f Courage," "The Star of
Gettysburg," and "My Lady of the South"
a re interesting enough, to be sure, but they
by no means give us a fair picture of the
real conditions of those trying times. We
can sympathize w ith the young New Zea
lander who, a few years a fter the Civil
War, said :
" I have stopped reading American novels.
They are all the same and I know the
formula. Virginia mansion-Southern girl
-Northern lover-Southern rival - Fort
Sumter fi red upon - war-wounded-she
saves him-he saves her-peace and wed
ding bells . "
To us t h e authors o f such books seem
stupidly, almost criminally, oblivious of the
true costs and sacrifices of that great strug
gle. Only a few had the courage to portray
conditions as they were and to cry out
against the barbarities of war. Nothing
could be more pathetic than the lot o f the
maimed and broken men who came back
from Fredericksburg �nd Antietam and
Gettysburg in a day when everyone was
extolling the glories and virtues of war.
B ut what could they do ? Facing them was
a public opinion trained in the belie f that
war was i nevitable and glorious ; so they
shrank back into silence, leaving the books
and the plays to the more ardent , to those
whose imagination was not hampered by
the desire or the ability to tell the truth.
B ut today the books coming so prolifically
from the press are written for the most part
by the soldiers themselves. For years a fter
the veterans returned from the battlefields
of Europe thei r lips were sealed . There
seem to have been two reasons for their
reti cence ; the fi rst is that non-combatants
would not and could not understand the
sol diers' point of view ; and the second is
the desire to forget.
I t i s impossible to name at this time even
the most outstanding books written as a
result o f the World War ; but a few may
be mentioned as illustrative of them all .
" Now I t Can B e Told," "Three Sold iers."

" Farewell to Arms," " I t's a Great War,"
" God Have M ercy on Us," " Under Fire,"
"All Quiet on the Wes tern Front," " Good
bye to All That,"-the very titles are sug
gestive of the message they contain. I n
each a n d every o n e we fi n d the truth of the
trenches given with the force of a blow.
Nothing could be more truly indicative of
the soldiers' attitude than the words found
on the front page of "All Quiet on the
Western Front,'' written by Erich Re
marque, a young German private who en
tered the trenches at the age of only 1 8 :
"This book is to be neither an accusation
nor a con fession, and least of all an adven
ture, for death is not an adventure to those
who stand face to face with it. It will try
simply to tell of a generation of men who,
even though they may have escaped i ts
shells, were destroyed by the war. "
What is the significance of this new type
of literature--t his brutally frank portrayal
of war by those who saw it as it really i s ?
To me it is indicative of a great change in
the trend o f a people's thought. Soldiers
can tell the truth today because the people
themselves have seen the truth. Books such
as "All Quiet on the Western Front" might
well have remained in the hearts of their
authors but for a new public sentiment
which not only invites the unvarnished tes
timony of eye-witnesses, but demands it.
And now fi nally, by way of i llustration
only, may I point out the changing attitude
o f the undergraduate mind. It was my
privilege as the representative of this insti
tution to attend the Model League of Na
tions Assembly held recently at Yale Uni
versity. More than 400 delegates from 3 1
colleges, most o f them i n conservative New
England, took part in this Assembly. I had
the honor of acting as Chairman of the
delegation representing the " land o f mys
ti cism and magic," the country of Ghandi,
India. Quite aside from its sentimental
value this gathering was highly instructive
in that regular League procedure was fol
lowed as closely as possible and at each
plenary session proposals to revise the Cov
enant so as to increase its effectiveness in
deal ing with disputes which might lead to
war formed the topics for di scussion . The
interest shown at this gathering i s indica
tive o f the desire on the part o f under
graduates throughout the country to ·help
pave the way towards international under
standi ng, and to develop what N icholas
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Murray B utler and others have so strenu
ously preached, an international mind.
In the work of moulding and shaping
public opinion the universities are playing
an increasingly important part. Where
there was formerly one lone course in Mod
ern European H istory, there are now im
posing lists o f courses covering all the
political, economic and social aspects o f
international relations. Yale, for example,
offers 22 courses of this description, while
the University of Chicago offers no less
than 56. The Carnegie Foundation and
other foundations of a similar nature,
travelling Universities, International Rela
tions Clubs, and Institutes of Politics such
as the famous one at Williamstown-all
these are agencies by means of which our
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universities are furthering the development
of a changing public opinion. I t is becom
ing more and more recognized that national
maturity, in a world o f states which think
internationally, demands that we also de
velop a world outlook in approaching the
great i ssues of the day ; and our colleges
and universities are not unimportant factors
in establishing a broader and firmer basis
for internatiqnal thinking in this country.
Such are the revolutionary changes that
are taking place among the nations, in the
widely-influencing war literature, and in the
undergraduate mind. That all these changes
augur well for the peace of the world no
thinking man or woman can reasonably
deny.

A Challenge to Thinking*
MARGARET PAULI NE

H ALE , ' 30

" Daniel De studies, their mental equipment was still
foe was the conceived of as in ferior to that of men ;
author of an they were said to be capable o f memoriza
essay entitled tion only, and not of logical thought. But
'An Academy examples have not been lacking to disprove
f o r Women,' this old theory, for surely no one would
very amusing deny to such women as Marion Park, Pres
to read in this i dent o f Bryn Mawr, or Madame Curie the
m o d e r n age, attribute of thought.
"A study o f the past shows us that the
but the result
right
to individual thought has been a goal
o f a senous
won
with
difficulty by both men and women.
y
h
t
r
o
w
and
purpose on his We may surely expect to find, then, the
part. The es power to reason clearly as one of the chief
s a y deplored ends o f modern education. But in all seri
the neglect o f ousness can the average man and woman
�L\RG ARET PA U L J N E HALE
A . B . , '30
educationa l ad today, yes, educated man and woman, lay
Commencem ent S peake r
vantage s f o r claim to the dignity o f serious thought ? To
women and made the bold stateme nt that be sure the modern world can claim its in
the weaker sex was as capable of learning tellectual leaders and its geniuses as past
as men. That was indeed a rash stateme nt, ages have done, but, in view of the superior
especial ly when the fact is taken into c � n educational facilities and the larger mass
siderati on that even in the case of men in o f educated men and women, is intellectual
tellectua l l iberty was still at stake, for in activity proportional to increased advanthat same century in which Defoe w rote, ' tages ? The answer seems to be in the nega
Galileo lived, and though t, and was silenced tive, and the effect must have a cause.
"This is the age of mechanical standard
by the papal comm and.
.
ization,
and at times it seems that the uni
833
1
m
and
er,
howev
right,
was
"Defoe
Oberlin College admitte d women on equal formity has spread to the sphere of the in
terms with men. Even a fter the member s tellect despite the \Valter Lippmanns and
of the feminin e sex obtaine d educatio nal Judge Lindsays. Most of our thinking is
privileg es and proved capable of classica l done for us. It comes tied up in neat little
u n e 1 7, 1 9 3 0.-The Editor.
*Commencement undergraduate address delivered on Commencement Day, J
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parcel s, the result of the exercise of the in the elementary and secondary schools
reflexes of others rather than of our own. where the socialized recitation, the problem
How many of us sit down and subj ect the proj ect method, and inductive teaching are
problem o f religion and politics to a thor becoming more and more common , but the
ough , clear and cool analysis be fore we college has still much to learn in the matter
decide with what denominat ion or with of teaching methods. The col lege would
what party we shall affiliate ourselves ? do well to take a lesson from Socrates
Probably nine out of ten do nothing of the whose theory of education w as exactly
kind. We follow the examples set for us what the Latin derivation of the word Edu
by our elders. All standardiz ation and no cation would suggest, a 'leading' or 'draw
individuali ty i s a far from i deal state for ing forth . ' H i s aims were accomplished by
any society. Why do we lack originalit y ? a skill ful questioning which drew from the
youth the knowledge he already had upon
We do not think .
" Magazine s a r e full o f articles today the topic in discussion and gradually led to
which show the lack of logical analysi s . new knowledge. The method of science,
Constructive criticism i s necessary to prog induction, introduced in the seventeenth
ress but criticism merely for criticism' s century by Francis Bacon , has not received
sak � i s worse than nothing, and this latter the educational application i t should and
type is exactly w hat is preva � ent in many until i t does , the educated man and w�man
periodical s. I nnumerab le wnters are be will be sadly deficient in thinking ability.
trayed into what i s known as the fal lacy The laboratory and Socratic methods are
of hasty generaliz ation, a generaliz ation increasing in favor in college ci rcles and
from insufficie nt or imprope rly selected are being extended to other studies in ad
data. They choose one cle f ect and harp dition to science. The wider application
upon it, complet ely forget ful of the ten they receive, the more hope ful i s the pros
merits which offset the one flaw. The true pect of future th inking American citizens.
scientis t has been defined as one who never These methods have an advantage which
closes his mind on any point. I f this i s the the stereotyped methods of the past can
case, i t is a good thing that. m � ny moder n never claim, the advantage of maintaining
periodi cal writers are not sc1ent1s ts by pro- a problem attitude on the part of the stu
dents. It is this same attitude, the same
f e sion.
even
which
meth
od of attack which will be required in
with
ess
eagern
the
i
" How
educat ed minds swallo w and digest the sen solving practical problems of l i fe and is for
sationa l headlin es and stories o f yellow that reason one of the most valuable acqui
j ournal ism ( curiou s perver sion of Bacon 's si tions of a college course. vVhat student
essay on studies ! ) to be explain ed ? How will not agree that the practical i llustrations
i s the gossip which makes man� a mod � rn and problems introduced in a course o f
tea party or bridge party sound hke nothm g applied psychology o r economics make the
-o much as Sherid an's Schoo l for Scand al general pri nciples infinitely clearer ? It is
to be excus ed ? The mali cious deligh t in this connection of theory with fact , this
into the mire of scan practical application o f book knowledge to
drao-ai
0 ng reputa tions
to the h abit of � asty the problems of li fe, that will make educa
rily
prima
due
dal i�
tion a living thing rather than nothing but
genera l ization , a refusa l to suspen d J udg
.
f
o
a
mass of musty facts locked away in the
se
Becau
m.
are
facts
ment until all the
precon ceived opinio ns or 1�1ental inertia , cells of a brai n to which the key has been
many a j u ryman has been . gmlty o f a worse lost. Sign ificant in this connection are Kit
crime than that for which the suppos ed son 's words : ' vVhen one looks at the world
t h rough gl asses o f reason , inqui ring into
crimin al was convict ed.
the
eternal why, then facts take on a new
difficult
is
t
I
?
lie
fault
the
" Wh ere does
to make too sweep ing accusat ions, but if mean ing, knowl edge comes with new power,
educat ed men and women are subj ect to the the facts of experience glow with vitality.
same indictm ent as the uneduc ated, i t is and one's own relations with them appear
possibl e that the educat ive process itsel f in a new ligh t . '
" This is t h e situation a5 it stancls today.
may be . l ightly at fault . Do the school s
o f today really devel? P a studen t's ab � lity \Vh at is the col l ege woman to do about it ?
to think ? There is still much to be desired Certainly, in spite of her shorter period o f
in this respec t. The . i tuation i s improv ing in tell ectual freedom, she can not invo l v e
·
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things more inextricably than her prede
cessors of the other sex have done. I t has
been said that 'both civilization and democ
racy are likely to be mere dreams always
liable to become nightmares, unless health ful
mental attitudes and integration in the indi
vi dual and the social group are developed.'
According to John Dewey, 'the origin o f
th inking is some perplexity, confusion, or
doubt,' or as Douglass has stated it, 'the
recognition o f an unsatisfactory state of
affairs, the unpleasantness o f things as they
are, or desires and how we might attain
them . ' There are certainly a multitude of
perplexities and unsatisfactory states o f
affairs in t h e world today which can serve
as the starting-point to a little clear think
ing which in turn can lead to logical solu
tions. Social conditions are still to be per
fected ; international friendship and the
race questi on are perennial problems ; the
entrance of woman into politics, another
triumph in the advancement of her status,
i s still inchoate, and corruption is not yet

an unknown quantity in the field of politics ;
the educational system can be revised to
produce better thinkers. What wonder ful
starting points these problems offer the col
lege woman for a little constructive thought,
much better than the scandal of the news
papers and the gossip of society. A fter all,
the ultimate goal of thought is action.
"There i s no tragedy greater than that o f
a person who thinks and thinks and still
does nothing, as Shakespeare realized when
he wrote his Hamlet.
" I f we, through indulgence in a few men
tal mathematics would only do a little clear
thinking and consequent acting on these
most vital problems, we should be true
illustrations of what Ernest Dirnnet, author
o f The Art o f Thinki ng, had in mind when
he said, 'The author feels deep respect for
any man in possession of high principles
which speak through his conduct as well as
through his words. Whatever may be his
deficiencies, this man is a thought incar
nate. ' "

A Tribute to " The Lord of Language "*
P H ILIP STEWART E IT H ER,

'

30

T o d a y the out near Mantua in memory o f the poet.
war ld i s com The Virgilian Academy is preparing, among
memorating the other things, a magnificent illustrated edi
birth of one of tion of all the poet's undisputed works and
t h e g r e a t e s t intends to publish a rich and memorable
p o e t s o f a l l account o f the proceedings there, including
times,
o n e the addresses o f savants from many coun
w h o s e books tries. At Mantua, his birthplace, authori
have become the ties are making last minute preparations for
�chool-reader o f the reception o f a large pilgrimage to parts
the y o u t h o f of the city associated in legend or history
the nation, Vir with his name. In Rome, where Virgil
gil, the poet o f enj oyed the patronage o f the Emperor Au
rustic life and gustus, a number of American professors
the Roman Em and classical students will participate in the
pi re . This year anniversary ceremonies. Already cruises
PHILIP STE WART B I T H E R
A.B., ·30
w i d e 1 y sepa- , have been organized, intent upon following
Commencement Spe aker
r a t e d peoples .JEneas' wanderings, and visiting shrines
will join with the good citizens o f Man and places of Virgilian importance.
\Vho is thi s man who is commanding so
tua in celebration s to her illustrious son.
The Italian governmen t is issuing spe much attention from scholars at thi s time ?'
cial Virgilian stamps. Arnold Mussolini , Does he right fully desern the esteem and
brother o f the Duce, has been giving admiration of all peoples ? Surely his works.
special attention to the park now being laid have had time to establish their place in
·

* C ommenceme nt

u ndergraduat e

a d dress, delivered on Commencement D a y, June 1 7 , 1 9 3 0.-The E d it o r.

350

THE COLBY ALUMNUS

l iterature.
This poet, Publius Virgilius
M aro, was born 2000 years ago at Andes
near M antua, I taly. Like Horace he was
of humble birth, yet he received the best
education obtainable at the time, a training
far superior to what m ight have been ex
pected from his father's station in l i fe and
the remoteness o f his birthplace. First, we
see him pursuing his studies at Cremona,
l ater at M ilan, and finally at Rome, the
center of civilization. At the early age of
fi ft een he assumed the toga virilis and thus
technically became a man. He comes in
time to gather the fruits o f poetry, matured
at last. All that the epic poetry of Ennius,
the t ragedy o f Terence, the satire o f Lu
cretius, the poets o f every class had accu
mulated in the poetic treasury o f the Ro
mans-wel l-defined terms, subtle shades of
meaning, natural analogies, happy phrasing,
striking images, harmonious combinations
of w ords ; such was the fortune of his birt h
a n d all entered into t h e formation o f his
genius. Notwithstanding the shyness o f his
heart and the awkwardness o f his manners ,
patricians found something to praise in him
and gave him a fortune, a house at Rome
near M aecenas' garden, and two country
homes, one at Naples, the other at Nola,
where he loved to live in the soft Cam
panian air. H ere his sel f-distrustful, long
brood ing genius matured. Here he was
ever happy in the protecting a ffection of
his friends, in the honor of the world which
rose to him as to Augu stus when he en
tered the theatre, and in the power of l i fe
long labor at his art. Here, as h e desi red,
on the Posillipo Hill, his ashes were laid
to rest i n the soil o f the pleasant country
side.
I t i s h ighly grati fying to note that the
w orld recognized one genius during his li fe
time. Even his contemporaries , although
they envied each other, agreed in esteeming
and loving such a benevolent and inoffen
sive character. Habitual enj oyment of some
of the fairest gi fts of l i fe were his, yet he
did not misuse his advantages, and by ener
getic endeavors he has endeared himsel f to
all the world-fore ver it seems.
Ever since 40 B. C., when he was 30
years old, the world has recognized him.
As early as the first century o f the . C hris
tian era his birthday was an occas10n for
celebration . The early fathers of the Church
gave him a place apart, almost that o f a
saint . In the remote Middle Ages the pe::>ple

fairly worshiped him as a mag1C1an and
worker o f miracles. France in the 1 7th
and 1 8th centuries placed him above Homer.
This year, the 2ooot h of his birth, wit
nesses the most remarkable commemoration
of its kind as yet undertaken, designed for
the glory of this Latin writer. Through
him the Latin language l iveth, I assure you .
Virgil, 2000 years ago, wrote in this
fundamentally important language, and two
mighty forces have made and still continue
to make his writings live : one, our teachers
of Latin, teachers like our own Dr. Taylor,
whose length of service extending over a
period of 62 years, unsurpassed by any
other teacher i n America, i s marked by the
rarest ability to impart, along with his own
striking personality, the beauty and the
accuracy of the Latin language and litera
ture ; the other prime factor is the nature
of Virgil's works. A short review of them
will reveal the secret of their longevity.
Virgil first challenged the world in his
Eclogues. His theme was Mother Earth
and the farmers and the shepherds and the
simple things of their l i fe. I n this work
he sings the radiance of the seasons, the
tenderness of the I talian landscape, the
charm of the Italian f riendship. Nature
seems actually to l ive and speak. Even in
this early work, elegance o f language and
versifi cation i s pronounced.
The Georgi cs, his next work, contain a
different fibre, the fruits of his seven years
of toil in early manhood. His subject is
I talian agriculture ; his obj ect, to bring this
old Roman occupation into honor again.
The tone i s warm and lively, the language
skill fully used, and the episodes give occa
s ion for the most pleasing variety. Teuffel
calls this work "the most perfect produc
tion of any considerable length that Roman
poetry has to offer. "
Everyth ing, however, was a prelude to
Virgil's greatest achievement, the "JEneid."
His earliest ambition had been to compose
an heroic poem on the traditions and glories
o f the Roman people. Death caused this
great work to be left unfinished, and we
are indeed fortunate to possess what we do.
Vi rgil , dying a fter a sea-voyage he vainly
took in search of health, begged his friends
to destroy the poem. They were gloriously
wise and did not, but we can sympathize
with Virgil, the perfect artist, who writhed
at the thought that anyone might read his
great dream before it was written t rue.
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But how great a dream as we have it ! A
national epic, a glorification o f the Roman
people and the Julian dynasty, full of loyal
and patriotic motives, teeming with national
and local allusion.
But if this were its only or chie f char
acteristic we should not know the "lEneid"
today.
Every schoolboy could not relate
the s tory of the wooden horse, the wander
ings of lEneas, the capture of Dido, and
countless other tales.
The "lEneid" pos
sesses a grandeur, a grace, a polished beauty
all its own, and compared with the epics o f
that and later ages, Virgil's poem stands
colossal-the unapproachable epic of the
Roman tongue. At every turn of the verse
he evokes the moment of pain with the clar
ity of the poet ; charm, which is the one,
pathos, which is the other, are the words
that leap from the heart in memory of what
he wrote ; a fter these, maj esty, which com
pletes and per fects the whole. Virgil, o f
all the ancients t h e nearest t o moderns, o f
all the epic poets the nearest t o a l l nations.
Virgil can come to us in a rich way if
we go out to meet him. He can mix in our
lives and become what we feel and remem
ber, be our source o f courage and inspira
tion. Virgil, whose theme was the hatred
of war, the blessings of honest toil, un
selfish patriotism, true piety, and the as-
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cending destiny of mankind, can live with
each one o f us today.
Even a fter 2000 vears he is the same ;
and we also, like Dante and C haucer, hail
him as master, and like Tennyson sing :
"Roman Virgil, thou that singest Ilion's lofty
temples robed in fire,
Ilion falling, Rome arising, wars, and filial faith,
and D i do's pyre,
Land scape-lover, lord of langnage, more than he
that sang the \Vorks and D ays,
All the chosen coin o f fancy flashing out from
many a golden phrase ;
Thon that singes t wheat and woodland, tilth and
v ineyard, hive and horse and herd ;
A l l the charms of all the Muses o ften flowering
in a lonely word ;
Thou that seest Universal Nature moved by Uni
versal M ind,
Thou majestic i n thy sadness a t the doubtful
doom o f human kind :
Light a mong the vanqui shed ages ; star that gild
eth yet this phanto m shore ;
Golden branch amid the shadows, kings and
realms that pass to rise no more ;
. . . I salute thee, Montavano, I that loved thee
since my day began,
Wielder of the stateliest measure ever moulded
by the lips of man."
·

It is to this "lord of language" we pay
tribute today, the most brilliant representa
tive of the most brilliant period in Roman
literature.

Response For The Fifty--Year Class*
HARRY LYMAN KOOPMAN, Ll'I'T.D., 'So
period of great change, actually to us it
Owing to the change in the date of Com
mencement, it is not yet quite fi fty years
seems almost static.
They had seen the
introduction of the railroad and the tele
since the class of l 88o sat at its first Com
mencement dinner. As we looked across
graph. They had seen iron substituted for
wood in ship building, and they had seen
the room, w e saw a cluster o f gray-bearded
American civilization pushed across the
men, among whom were representatives of
They h a d grown up
continent to the Pacific, thanks to the
the class o f 1 830.
reaper and the revolver. Even we, as we
during the first quarter of the eighteenth
century, innocent even of the railroad and , sat in the same room with them in 1 88o,
could have j oined with them and their
I n fact, they could have sat
telegraph.
earlier group and not have been strangers.
down and talked with a group of their
But think of what has happened since
Pilgrim, Puritan or pioneer ancestors, and
l88o.
C ivilization has undergone such a
each would have been sympathetically un
series of dizzying revolutions as the whole
derstood by all the rest.
history of the world had not known before.
Though they supposed that their fi fty
We have seen the introduction of the teleyears between 1 830 and l 88o had been the
*NOTE : This address
1 880.-The Editor.

w as

delivered by Dr. Koopman at the Annual Luncheon a nd i n behalf of the C l ass of
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phone and the phonograph, the moving pic
ture and the talking picture, wireless teleg
raphy and the radio. The automobile has
not only broadened our personal geography
but has more or less trans formed the
worl d's manners and morals.
Man has
ceased to be merely a two-dimensional
being and has gone up into the air in the
airpl.ane and down into the depths of the
sea In the submarine. Antiseptic surgery
wa� b ?�n in those fi fty years, entirely revo
lutr nmzmg that great and beneficial science.
We have seen the development o f the germ
t � eory of disease. The astounding revela
tions o f the ductless glands came in our
time, and have trans formed our conception
of human nature.
Moreover, in those
p : imo rdial days we knew nothing about
.
v1tamms nor even o f calories. I s it any
wonder that we have been busy trying to
keep u p with this procession ?
In the early days of mankind any one of
these changes would have had a thousand
years for its assimilation-and we have had
them all forced upon us in a single half
century ! The wonder is that we have lived
through them all, and the still greater won
tler that we have kept out of the insane
asylum ! As for sitting down and talking
with our Pilgrim, Puritan and pioneer an
cestors, or even with the m en of 1 830,
that would be an utter impossibil ity. In
fact, we coul d not sit down and talk

with our own selves o f fi fty years ago !
But as we sat and looked at the men o f
'30, I received a spiritual message. There
were no words, but I accepted the message,
and it is this : to extend the greetings o f
the class of 1 830 to t h e class o f 1 930, t o
assure these young graduates as they g o out
into the world that their comrades of a
hundred years ago were looking forward
with interest to this occasion and sent them
their Godspeed. But I have another mes
sage. This I wish to entrust to the class
o f 1 930. Fi fty years from now someone
will be speaking for your class, if not in
this building and on this spot, then in some
more favorable situation el sewhere.
I
charge you to extend to the class of 1 980
the cordial greetings of their predecessors
of a hundred years earlier, to assure them
o f our interest in their fortunes and our
happy expectation o f their success in life.
When you r spokesman transmits that mes
sage, he will be doing what I am doing now,
giving an example of academic continuity.
Our colleges are the oldest institutions that
our race has establi shed in America, and
they give promise of lasting longer than any
others. So I congratulate you, as I con
gratulate us all, on having our part in that
Commencement procession wh ich marches
not merely along the streets of our college
towns but also adown the centuries and the
ages.

Memorial to Asher Crosby Hinds, '83
On June 29, exerci ses were held in the
little schoolhouse at Benton at which a me
morial tablet was unveiled to Asher Crosby
Hinds, '83, one o f the most distingui shed
graduates Colby ever produced. Mr. Hinds
was for many years C lerk to th e S peaker
of the House, and became one of the
world's greatest parliamentarians. Follow
ing is the report of the exerci ses as given
in the Waterville Morning Sentinel :
The i ittle white schoolhou se in Benton
Falls, where the country's most prominen t
parliament arian Asher C rosby H inds was
taught his first lessons in history, was the
scene of a very impressive ceremony yes
terday a fternoon , when a tabl et was dedi
cated to thi s great man , whose memory will
never be forgotten . The quietness o f th e
spot which i s sacred to the residents o f

t h e town, t h e four walls of t h e school where
Asher H inds was a model scholar, and the
friends who had gathered to witness the
ceremony, all brought memories of this
esteemed gentleman for whom the exerci ses
were held.
On behalf of the donors, M r. and Mrs.
John B . Reed, Robert Gagnon, a student in
the sixth grade o f the school, unveiled the
tablet which for days had been covered with
the American flag. When the flag was
removed the unusual and original tablet was
first inspected by the chi ldren o f the school
and by the friends. Following is the in
scription on the tablet :
"Asher C . Hinds 1 863- 1 9 1 9
Scholar-Statesman-Parliamentarian
When a B oy Studied at this desk."
The desk is o f the old fashioned two-
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L o n g Clerk t o Speaker Reed-A Great Parliamentarian

seated kind, was discovered by workmen
when they were replacing the two-chair
desks with the modern desks of one chair.
The initials of "A. C. H." were found on
the desk and the town of Benton decided
to preserve the desk used by this noted man ,
thdr local boy, and thus the plans were
formulated for the dedication .
The desk is covered by a blue velvet run
ner in the center of which is placed a tab
let. The tablet was drawn by a student
o f Deering High S chool art department and
is certainly a work of art. The drawi ng
is done on parchment with an illuminated
border of black, blue and gold which is

·

interrupted at the bottom by a fine dra\v
ing of the dome o f the Capitol at Washing
ton, where this nationally known man spent
many years of his li fe.
The program opened with the singing of
America by the children o f the school with
their teacher, Helen Ryan Lutz , as leade!"
Rev. Frank Dolliff, pastor of the Congre
gational church in B enton Falls, offered
prayer, followed by singing of a May song
by the pupils.
Leonard Davis, chairman of the exer
cises, welcomed the friends and in brief
remarks explained the details that led up
to the dedication o f the desk which was
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Speaker at the Hinds Memorial Services

occupied by Asher C. Hinds. He spoke
words of praise for this esteemed gentleman
whose memory in the village will never
die.
John B. Reed, a boyhood friend o f Asher
C . H inds, and later brother-in-law, spoke
of this boy, Asher, as he knew him, and
ref erred to many of their boyhood pranks.
Many of those present could recall some
of the stories and to others it was j ust an
other incident to add to the history of the
man.
Asher Hinds was born near the
s choolhouse and passed his early life i n that
vicinity, during his school and college days.
Each summer brought him back to his boy
h ood home and his old friends and even
the landmarks of the town were always
s acred to him for he loved Benton and his
home folks.
N o higher tribute could be paid than was
paid this n oted man by Dr. Julian D . Taylor
of Colby College. I n his o pening remarks
Dr. Taylor said that when Asher C. H inds
first entered Colby and became a member
of his class, he at once recognized that he
had a philosopher in his class, and he also
added that Asher had lived to be j ust what
The
he had always thought he would.

speaker said he was glad they were having
a memorial o f this kind in memory o f this
great man for to have a tablet i n the school
would mean an inspiration to the students,
to know that a boy once like themselves,
attending the little white school, had become
a man so nationally known as the great par
liamentarian.
In closing, Dr. Taylor said : "It does not
always take a marble monument to hold the
memory of a man, for the monument made
by character will live forever as an eternal
spirit-such is the memory of Asher Crosby
H inds."
Three very i nteresting letters were read
by M r. Davis which paid a h igh tribute to
Asher C . Hinds, one from Hon. Nicholas
Longworth, of Ohio, speaker of the house
of representatives, who was a �rsonal
friend of Mr. Hinds. A very fine tribute
was also paid Mr. Hinds by another friend,
Hon. Clarence Cannon, representative from
M issouri. Mr. Cannon is working at the
present time on the precedents of the house
from the period of 1 9 1 9 to the present time.
M r. Hinds had accomplished the work from
the time of Jefferson to the time of his
passing, and M r. Cannon hopes soon to
have the work completed, although he said
it was a very slow process. He paid high
t ribute to Mr. H inds for the work accom
plished and his remarkable grasp of parlia
mentary law.
The letter from N icholas Longworth,
speaker of the house of representatives, at
Washington, written on May 1 9, to Mrs.
John Reed, Benton Falls, Route 4 , Water
ville, Me., reads :
"My dear M rs. Reed :
"I was glad to get your note advising me
that you, with the consent o f the school
authorities, are to place a marker o n the
desk used by your brother when a student
there as a memorial to him and an inspira
tion for students who follow him.
"Asher Hinds was parliamentarian o f the
house o f representatives when I came to
congress and for a number of y ears there
a fter ; and while serving in that capacity
he completed the monumental work which
has been known ever since as 'Hinds' Prece
dents of the House of Representatives,' a
compilation which is one o f the four prin
cipal sources for the determination of pro
cedure in the house.
"Mr. Hinds served a s parliamentarian
for 16 years, and then his friends sent him
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t o the house a s a member, where h e served
for six years.
"His career was one in which his com
munity may well take great pride, and I
am happy to know that this memorial is to
be placed where young men and women will
learn of it.
"Yours sincerely,
" N I C H OLAS LONGWORT H . "

Following is the letter from Hon. Clar
ence Cannon of M issouri, whi ch read in
part :
" I t is most appropriate that a tablet
should be placed on the desk which the
Honorable Asher Crosby Hinds used as a
student, and that this appealing relic of his
boyhood should be permanently preserved
as a memorial to his achievement and the
high place he occupied in the regard of his
fellow citizens and the service of his coun
t ry.
"The richest heritage of a community
lies not in the wealth o f its material re
sources, the architecture and beauty of its
buildings or the extent o f its boundaries
and population, but in the treasured mem
ories of those who, reared within its homes
and schools, have brought honor and re
nown to the town and its citizenship.
"Any people which does not remember
its great men and commemorate their vir
tues and their deeds does not deserve to
produce men entitled to remembrance, or
deeds and virtues worthy of commemora
tion. And Benton, in honoring its distin
guished citizen, Asher Crosby Hinds,
honors itself and emphasizes those qualities
of mind and heart to which the youth o f
tomorrow must aspire if they would emu
late his illustrious example.
"But as fitting as this ceremony is, it
can not limit the fame and citizenship o f
the boy, who once sat a t this desk preparing
for his li fe's work, to the geographical con
fines of this town. Asher Hinds belongs
not only to Benton but to Maine and to the
country at large. He went from this desk
to the service o f a nation. How incompar
ably he discharged the duties of that service
is written through a period of more than
two decades in the records and enactments
o f the greatest legislative body of the world.
"With unerring precision and inspired
vision he codified, for the first time since
Jefferson, the parliamentary practice and
procedure of the national congress. His
great work on the parliamentary law of the
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House and Senate will remain for all time
a monument in the field of parliamentary
j urisprudence unapproached by contempo
rary authors and without a peer in parlia
mentary literature. His election to Con
gress from a district which has sent to the
national house of representatives many
noted men would have been but the begin
ning of a still more notable career but for
his untimely death while still at an age
when he should have been in the prime o f
h i s extraordinary powers and a t the zenith
of his usefulness.
"It is the glory o f this town that it has
produced a man of such attainments. His
keenly analytical mind with its orderly and
logical processes was trained in this school .
His thoroughness and efficiency and the
capacity for inde fatigable labor which con
tributed so materially to his success were
developed at this desk. And the nobility
o f character which distinguished his work,
however trivial or however important, and
won for him the friendship and regard o f
the great men o f his country irrespective
of party or section or creed, had its incep
tion here under the environment and influ
ence of the school and church and civic
ideals o f this community. His life and
career constitute the highest encomium that
could be written for any town.
"What he accomplished any youth of this
town may hope to accomplish. What he
achieved any student o f this school may
aspire to achieve. And this marker is a
reminder not merely o f momentous histori
cal events. It is the visible token of a price
less heritage. It is a signpost to guide those
who are to follow through all the years to
come. There will never be another Asher
Hinds. He can have no counterpart. But
he will live again in the lives and deeds o f
those who, profiting by h i s example, emu
late the i deals and service which this
marker commemorates."
George P. Plaisted, who was private sec
retary to Mr. Hinds for a period of six
years, also wrote words o f regret in not
being able to attend the dedication , and his
letter was in high praise o f this worthy
man.
Following the unveiling o f the tablet and
the presentation by Robert Gagnon, Wil
lard Phinney, superintend ent o f the schools
of Fairfield and Benton, accepted the gi ft
and in his remarks he said it should be
instilled in the minds of the teachers of
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this school, i n the coming generations, to
never let the memory o f this distinguished
gentleman die, and have the desk and tablet
as a n inspiration to all the students, as it
was w ithin the walls of the l ittle white
schoolhouse where Asher C. Hinds learned
his fi rst lessons and his memory should
never be forgotten in the town.
Rev. F . F. Dolliff offered prayer, a fter
which the audience sang "America," which
seemed a fitting close for the impressive
ceremony.
A sher- Crosby Hinds was born in B enton
on February 3, 1 863, and in that town he
received his education. His father was a
prosperous farmer and his esi.rly l i fe was
passed on the farm. H e attended Colby

College, graduating from that institution in
1 883, and as he had a great love for news:..
paper work his career was commenced on
the Portland Advertiser where he learned
something of the mechanical part of the
business from typesetting to press work.
Later he became associated with the Port
land Press, of w hich paper he became part
owner, and it was in the Press office where
he was working as an all round men from
n ews gatherer to type-setter th at he was
"discovered" by Thomas B. Reed. The
young man distinguished himsel f by the
brilliant stroke o f work in connection with
his reporting o f a session o f the M aine
Legislature.

Why Not Portland ?
The One H un dred and Ninth Commenc e
m ent of Colby College to be held June 16
w ill claim attendanc e from all Colby men
and women who can find t ime to make the
They will have
j ourney to Watervill e.
a dded incentive to revi sit their old college
because likelihood has almost passed into
certainty that few more commenc ements
will be held at Watervi lle. The college seri
ously contempl ates moving.
Removal f rom the present site has for
some months been u rged ; with the growth
of the college, and the growth of the com
munity, the present location is not only
i nadequa te but u n fortunat e. For the col
lege to remain in th � hear � of .w� te :ville
i s now seen to be 1 mposs1bl e i f 1 t i s to
attain the position and d istinction that its
graduate s and the whole State o f Maine
desire.
The president and trustees have had
many other desirable s ites suggested to
them, some o f them i n the vicinity o f ·v..ra 
terville, one at least at Augusta, in a beau
ti ful, though small tract o f land. Since,
presumab ly, the choice o f location i s at this
time u n fettered, i t may be i n order to sug
gest the v icinity of Portland as highly de
sirable for Colby College.
The eastern end of the State is well taken
care of by the Universi ty of Maine ; the
central part by B ates College at Lewi ston

and Bowdoin at Brunswick. The w 2ste:i 11
end of the State might well be a stratecric
<'.)
location for the new Colby.
Not the least advantage would be prox
imity to the more populous section of the
country, and to that larger culture some
what denied a college remote from centers
of population. Colby is not and has not
been for some time a purely M aine insti
tution. It serves increasingly a wider cli
entele, and no reason exists to expect other
than a national popularity for a college
that, with Colby's present standing, delib
erately begins its new growth more nearly
in the heart of the field it expects to serve.
B etween Portland and Kittery vast areas
exist admirably adapted to college purposes ;
this city would offer, as the metropolis o f
Maine, certain advantages that a r e desir
able ; and a short run of only two hours or
less to Boston woul d definitely enhance the
attractiveness o f the site to students, their
parents, and the faculty.
In suggesting this change, the Portland
Evening News has no axe to grind ; but
from every point of view, it believes that
a location in western Maine would prove
a dvantageous to Colby, and desi rable for
the State. Since the college is to move
anyway, the suggestion that it come to or
near to Portland will not be in poor taste.
Portland Evening News, June 9, I930.
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Concerning " Ben " Butler, '3 8
The following appeared in the Boston
Herald in its i ssue of June 26, and was
w ritten by Gamaliel B radford :
It is the cheerful and exhilarating func
tion o f the American M ercury to haunt, to
startle and waylay. Sometimes a venerable,
respectable, consecrated simulacrum may be
taken down from his pedestal, dissected,
dusted, spanked, or whiffed lightly away
into the breeze as alms for oblivion. And
again a j ovial rascal may be petted and
perfumed and smoothed out and made
decorous, so that he passes for a quite
reputable agent in the mixed and moving
drama of history. I have a good deal o f
sympathy with both these processes, having
somewhat dabbled in them mysel f. The
M ercury employs them with admirable
effects of stimulus and with an engaging
blend of veracity and vivacity-in varying
proportions ; but they may be sometimes
overdone.
The latest subj-ect is our Massachusetts
celebrity, Benj amin F. Butler, who is por
trayed by his homonym, Benj amin De Cas
seres, with a sympathetic understanding
almost approaching spiritual kinship. As
we all know . Butler was richly and bitterly
abused by his enemies North and South.
They called hi m a knave, they called him
a liar, they called him a coward, they called
him a thief. The vocabulary of abuse has
rarely been employed with a more elegant
and efficient variety.
Mr. De Casseres has little difficulty in
rebutting the excess of these charges : they
have the sort of extravagance which in the
end usually de feats itsel f. The apologist
deals mainly with Butler's career in New
Orleans and emphasizes his energy, his
vigor, and his indisputable success. The
later military activity is passed over more
lightly, for it would be difficult for even a
eulogist in the Mercury to make heroism
Out of the months at Norfolk and on the
James.

M r. De Casseres's contention that Butler
was a patriot, as patriots go, a statesman
as statesmen go, and a soldier so far as he
could be, may easily be maintained. The
motives o f most statesmen-and human
beings-are deplorably-or delightfully
mixed, and in Butler's mixture there were
some high and fine elements, with others
that were less so. But Mr. De Casseres's
own summary is fairly damning : "He was
a demagogue, a political turncoat, and a
sel f-seeking egotist, and he loved money,
and always played safe."
There can be no more fruit ful compari
son than that of Butler with Lincoln, who
was abused almost as cordially on all sides.
By the way, I have some sympathy with
Mr. De Casseres's characterization of the
Gettysburg speech as "rhetorical blah,"
though I should not put it so strongly.
Lincoln, like Butler, was a man of the
people, who had the homely, rough, pointed
words and thoughts and soul of the people.
He had his own way to make and made it,
as Butler did, by persistent, insistent, tire
less, vigorous fighting. But under the home
ly exterior Lincoln had an almost limitless
capacity for spiritual distinction. And there
is no getting around it or avoiding it : B en
Butler had an ignoble, disreputable, vulgar
soul, as Mr. De Casseres amply admits.
But Butler also had a wife and I w ish M r.
De Casseres had mentioned her, for she is
by far the most superb thing in the Butler
connection. Any one who will read her
letters in M rs . Marshall's admirable vol
umes, in their sequence with B utler's own
�ill have as highly-wrought, subtly-woven :
nchly-colored a tissue o f romance as can
be found in any novel, and will be inclined
to conclude that the governor of New Or
leans must have had at least some excellent
qualities when he could attach such an
ample and magnificent soul so securely to
his own.

NOTICE TO ALUM NUS SUB S C RIBERS
Every. retu rned copy of the ALU M N US costs the publisher good money in postage,
as the publi sher "guarantees return postage." Subscribers are strongly urged to noti fy
the postmaster their forwarding address that the magazines may reach the graduates
addressed.
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In

Memoriam

I SAAC WILLIAM GRIM ES, '8 r

The death of Isaac Will iam Grimes, '8 r ,
which occurred o n January 1 9, 1 930, has
but recently been reported to the College.
I saac W. Grimes was born in A lexan
dria, Virginia, in J uly, 1 850, and died Sun
day, Jan. 1 9, 1 930, at the Convalescent
H ome, 1 243 Beacon St., B rook line, Mass.
H e came to B oston when a young man,
and was a member o f T remont Temple.
H is education began at Worcester Acad
emy. H e entered Colby College, i n 1 877,
o-raduating in r 88 r . I n September, r 88 r ,
he entered Rochester Theological Seminary,
taking the regular t hree-years cou rse and
receiving full graduation i n 1 884. He was
secretary o f his class.
.
H i s ordination t ook place at West Spnng
field, Mass., in 1 884.
The following were his pastorates : West
Springfield, 1 884- 1 889 ; Pittsfield, N. H . ,
1 889- 1 89 1 ; Stoneham, Mass., 1 89 1 - 1 894.
It wa s during this pastorate that the pres
ent modern church edifice was built. Im
manuel Church, Cambridge, Mass., 1 8941 90 1 ; H ighland Church, Fitchburg, Mass.,
1 902- 1 907 ; Athol Church, Mass., 1 9071 9 1 4.

In 1 9 1 4 he retired from the pastorate and
moved to Cambridge, Mass., acting as sup
ply pastor until about a year before his
death.
Doctor Grimes was one o f the best
known Baptist preachers of a generation
ago . "He had the homiletic habit, respected
his work and his opportunity, was always
fully prepared, and enriched his hear� rs
w i th verified scriptural knowledge, and in
spiration."
H e was h ighly esteemed for his personal
qualities ; and his devoted servi ce in his
various pastorates made a large place for
him i n the hearts of the people.
One has said of him : "He was a good
minister of Jesus Christ, bJessing many
throughout the State, and hel d by them in
grateful memory."
H e i s survived by his wi fe and a sister.
Funeral services were held in the First
Church, Cambridge, Jan. 2 r . Pastor Wm .
G. Goble, D r. Joseph E. Perry, his old-time
and intimate friend, Rev. I . W. William
son, of Tremont Temple, Rev. W. L. Hamer

o f S toneham and Dr. Hugh A. Heath, of
the Massachusetts S tate Convention offici
ated.
GEORGE H ERBERT GLovER CAM PBELL, ' r s

The ALU M NUS keenly regrets the passing
of George Herbert Glover Campbell , a
graduate o f Colby in the class of 1 9 1 5 . He
was a young man o f great promise, and
ever a loyal son o f the College. Just about
a year ago, the Editor met Mr. Campbell
on the coast of Maine, and had a most de
l ight fu l talk with him. There was no indi
cation then that he was i n failing health.
He was interested i n learning of those he
used to know and o f all things connected
with the College. That he was held in high
esteem in Hart ford where he was l iving the
attached newspaper reports o f his death is
clear evidence :
G. H . Glover Campbell, member of the
law firm of Butler, Howard and Campbell ;
formerly assistant clerk o f the superior
court, and a World War veteran, died at
his home, No. 25 Elm street, Windsor, this
morning ( June 1 2 ) . He suffered an attack
of pleurisy in March and had been con
fined to his home six weeks.
He was severely gassed while in service
overseas and had never fully recovered
f rom its effects. In the year previous to
his resignation as assistant clerk of the
superior court he was on leave of absence
for a time and in a government hospi tal
for his health.
M r. Campbell was born in New York
city thirty-six years ago and was graduated
from Colby College. He later studied at
Yale Law School and the Northwestern
University Law S chool.
He s erved with the American army over
seas f rom April, I Q I 7, to April , 1 9 1 9, when
he was di scharged with a captain's com
mission.
He was a temporary clerk of the superior
court for some time and was appointed
assistant cl erk in r 92 r . He became senior
assistant clerk since October, 1 926, when
Lucius P. Fuller became clerk , succeeding
George A. Conant.
Mr. Campbell conti nued as senior assist
ant clerk until February, this year, \\·hen
he resigned. He was appointed, at the time
of his resignation, public defender in th e
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superior court to succeed John F. Forward.
M r. Campbell, Robert P. B utler, former
clerk of the court o f common pleas, and
Arthur E. Howard, Jr., associate judge o f
the court o f common pleas, formed a part
n ership, April l , as a law firm under the
name of B utler, Howard and Campbell.
Mr. Campbell had been active in public
affairs in Windsor. He was commander
of Gray-Dickinson Post, American Legion,
o f Windsor, two years. He was a member
of Washington Lodge, No. 70, A. F. &
A. M .
Mr. Campbell i s survived b y h i s w ife,
Marjori e ( Adams ) Campbell ; three chil
dren, Phyllis Jane, Leigh Glover and Don
ald Campbell ; his father, Alfred Bissell
Campbell of San Diego, Cal. A. Storrs
Campbell of Enfield, is an uncle.
Special to The Hartford Times.
Windsor, May 1 5 .
The funeral o f Publi c Defender G. H.
Glover Campbell and former assistant clerk
o f the superior court, was held yesterday
a fternoon at 2 at his home in Elm street.
The Rev. Roscoe N elson, pastor of the
First church, Congregational, officiated.
Flowers were sent by the Connecticut Bar
Association, the American Legion and
other organizations to which Mr. Campbell
, belonged. The committal s ervice in Pali
sado cemetery was conducted with military
rites with Gray-Dickinson Post of the
American Legion, of which Mr. Campbell
was a member and past commander, officiat
ing. Commander Walter V. Howes was in
charge of the Legion post and the firing
squad which fired a volley over the grave
was in charge o f Sergeant Joseph Wagner.
The bearers were also from the Legion
post and included T. Phelps Hollister,
Charles D. Perry, Wilfrid Hammel, George
C. Dugdale, Oscar Hallgren and John E.
Grimshaw. The auxiliary of the post was
represented by its president, Mrs. Olive
Dugdale, and the Jane D elano Post o f
Hartford b y Mrs. B etty Hallgren.
The services at the home were private,
with members o f the family and a few inti
mate friends present. However, at the
c emetery a number of the many friends of
the young attorney gathered to pay their
respects to his memory.
H E RB E RT MAYH E W LoRD, '84
Elsewhere in this issue of the ALUM NUS
appears much matter dealing with the
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events in the life of General Lord. B elow
appears one of the most accurate and brie f
est obituarial notice. It is here used in
preference to many others because i t was
written by a Colby man, B enj amin Pliny
Holbrook, '88, writer for the Boston Globe.
Washington, June 2 ( A. P. ) -Brig. Gen.
Herbert M. Lord, U. S. A., retired, for
merly Director of the Budget, died today.
Gen. Lord had been in bad health since
his retirement as Director o f the Budget
last year. His son, M aj . Kenneth P. Lord,
had recently visited him, but had returned
to Fort Leavenworth a few days ago. His
daughter, Mrs. Frank Van Rensselaer o f
Elmira, N . Y . , w a s with h i m at the end.
He died at 8. 3 5 this morning at his home.
G�n. Lord resigned as Director of the
Budget June l, 1 929, announcing he in
tended to take a position with Arthur S .
Kleeman Company, investment brokers, i n
New York. Poor h�alth, however, had pre
vented any extensive participation in busi
ness.
President Hoover said he regretted Gen.
Lord's resignation and generously praised
his work for the Government.
Gen. Lord was a member of the Chris
tian Science Church.
He succeeded Charles G. Dawes, now
Ambassador to Great Britain, as Director
of the Budget in 1 922.
Herbert M. Lord was the greatest pay
master the world has ever known. In the
1 9 months in which the United States was
engaged in the World War Gen. Lord, as
Director of Finance, paid out more than
$24,000 ,000, 000 . Prior to this he had paid
off the army after the Spanish War. When
his military career ended with retirement
he became Director of the Budget, where
his chief function was to keep down Gov
ernment expenses. His grasp of the situ
ation there, under President Coolidge, won
nation-wide recognition.
He was known as "the man with the
remarkable memory," and as Finance Di
rector during the war and Budget Director
he. could quote figures literally by the yard.
Hts remarkable memory was demonstrate d
to the public a few years ago, when he
broadcast to the Nation at annual meetings
� f Government executives, quoting long
lists of figures without manu scriot, and a
checkup on his figures made a fterward
showed that he was correct down to the
smallest fraction.
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He was proud of the reductions which to fame appeared in the B oston Transcript
he brought about i n public expense while of June 2 :
he was in charge, and he spent long hours
i n his office considering ways and means of
RECORD OF CAREER
saving a few dollars here and there in ex
A record of General Lord's career fol
pense, which would mount up throughout lows :
the country to savings of millions.
Born in Rockland, Me., Dec. 6, 1 859.
Gen. Lord was a son of Maine. He was
Graduated from Rockland High S chool
born i n Rockland Dec. 6, 1 859, and was in 1 878, and from Colby College in 1 884.
graduated from Colby University in Water
B ecame a reporter on the Rockland
ville in 1 884. During h is college years he Courier-Gazette, later its editor and a part
engaged in teaching in vacations, and later owner.
turned to newspaper work . He was promi
Married Annie Stuart Waldo o f Thomas
nent on the stump as a Republican orator ton, Me., in 1 886.
in several campaigns. He was city editor
Editorial writer on the Colorado Morn
of the Rockland Courier-Gazette from 1 884 i ng Sun in 1 890.
to 1 886, editor o f the Waterville Sentinel,
C lerk of the Ways and Means Commit
1 886- 1 887, and chief editor of the Courier
tee in Washington from 1 894 to 1 898.
Gazette from 1 887 to 1 898. In the latter
Commissioned by President M cKinley as
years, as clerk of the Committee of Ways maj or and paymaster of volunteers i n 1 898.
and M eans of the House of Representa
Chief paymaster, division of Cuba, 1 899,
tives, he aided Congressman Dingley in the
l 9QO.
preparation of the Dingley tariff.
Paid Cuban army final pay, 1 899.
When the S panish war broke out in May,
Chie f paymaster, department of Dakota,
1 898, he was commissioned a maj or and
1 900, 1 90 1 .
paymaster of volunteers, and trans ferred as
Chief paymaster, department of Visagas,
a captain to the Regular Army Paymasters' Philippine Islands, 1 902, 1 904.
Corps in 1 90 1 , being advanced through the
Paymaster New England District, head
grades to be B rigadier General July 1 5 , quarters B oston, 1 905, l9o6.
1 9 1 9, being retired June 30, 1 922, t o be
Chief paymaster of department of M is
come director of the budget.
souri, 1 907 to 1 9 1 l .
He was appointed assistant to Maj . Gen .
P romoted to lieutenant colonel , Quarter
Goehtlj as in Cuba, with the title of di rector master Corps, 1 9 1 3 .
of finance, in October, 1 91 8 , and chief o f
A cting department quartermaster, Philip
finance, United States Army, July l , 1 920. pine Department, 1 914.
He served as army liberty loan officer dur
In charge o f Government relief o f Salem
i ng the World War, and as director of the fire sufferers, 1 91 4- 1 5 .
budget from July r , 1 922, during the Cool
Promoted t o colonel, Quartermaster
i dge admini strations.
Corps, Regular A rmy, 1 9 1 7.
Twice he was called upon by Presidents
Chi ef of finance and accounts division,
for special detail w ork, once by President office of the quartermaster general o f the
Roosevelt, to aid i n dra fting the Payne Army, 1 9 1 7, 1 9 18 .
Aldrich tariff, and again by President Wil
B rigadier General, Quartermaster Corps,
son to serve as disbursing officer for Gov N ational Army, June 26, 1 9 1 8 .
ern � ent relief for the sufferers in the fi re
Director o f finance, U . S . Army, 1 9 18,
in Salem, Mass., in 1 91 4- 1 5 .
1 91 9, 1 920.
H e was awarded a distingui shed service
B rigadier General, Q. M. Corps, Regular
medal for exceptionally meritorious and A rmy, July 1 5, 1 9 1 9.
conspicuous service i n his handling o f the
Appointed director of finance of the
war finances .
Army on Oct. I I , 1 9 1 8 .
M r. Lord was married Sept . 9, 1 885, to
Served as director o f the budget from
Annie Stuart Waldo of Thomaston, Me., July r, 1 922 to July l, 1 929.
and they had two children.
·

The following chronological account o f
the i mportant steps i n General Lord's rise

The following editorial appeared in . the
Hartford Times and i s from the pen o f
Harry Lyman Koopman, '8o, a member o f
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its editorial staff. The personal letter that
follows the editorial is sel f-explanatory.

the con struction of sidewalks, or at least
a walk on one side of such roads, that will
make it possible for the pedestrian who
A FAMOUS WALKER
pre fers to take his landscape and sunshine
General Herbert M . Lord, who died the leisurely to indulge his outdoor instincts
other day, gained a world rank by paying with as much satisfaction as the speeding
out twenty-four billion dollars as the Amer- automobilist now can.
It would be greatly in the interest o f
i can director o f finance for the War Departme_n t during the \tVorld War. H e might health and the love of nature to have this
not have won this high place in financial done. Given the possibility of an unwor
history had he not qualified himself for it ried walk of five miles and back, not to say
by a training which gav e him a high rank walks o f the formidable proportions that
in another department of human activity, General Lord preferred, the public might
be surprised to find how many potentia l
namely walking.
General Lord was born in Rockland, walkers it possessed. Then a new age o f
Maine, about fi fteen months before the out- pedestrianism might arise. All honor to
break of the Civil War. He attended coun- men who, like General Lord, have kept the
try schools and so acquired the habit o f public aware o f this delightful and health
taking long walks as a matter o f course. giving form of exercise, which , a fter creep
H e attended Colby College and, not only ing, is man's earliest form of locomotion .
Bureau o f the B udget
when he entered college but afterward in
Washington
vacations, he was accustomed to walk the
March 9, 1929.
fi fty-five miles between Rockland and Waterville. Later, when he was the editor of My dear Professor Libby :
This is a belated acknowledgment o f the
the Rockland Courier-Gazette, he would
work from twelve to eighteen hours a day complimentary attention you gave to me 01 1
and also, whenever he coul d find time, he the occasion of my late visit to Waterville.
would walk from ten to thirty miles for his I was particularly interested in the item
pure delight in this health-giving exercise. in which attention was called to the fact
It is no wonder that he learned to think that during my college course I , with cer
while walking and, when he was offered tain other students of the college, walked
the position of Clerk of the House Ways from vVaterville to Rockland and return,
and M eans Committee, that he took a long but the incident was somewhat marred by
walk to think it over. Fortunately he ac- the statement that I was the only one to
cepted the position, for it became his school return. The participants in that j ourney
of finance. \Vi th his ability· to walk and were John F. Davies, of '8 r , and Henry
his fondness for the exercise, it was natural Trowbridge and myself of '83, I being at
that he should form the habit of getting that time in the '83 class. We le ft \Vater
up at five in the morning and taking a ville about 4 o'clock in the morning. had
long walk as a mental and physical prepa- our noon-day meal with Charles E. Meser
ration for the work of the day. Appar- vey, at Appleton, a student of the college
ently these walks were solitary, for even at that time, and arrived at Rockland about
in his relatively primitive college days in 9 o'clock at night. The di stance, as I re
M aine, 1 880-84, there were few of his fel- call , was said to be SS miles by our itiner
low students who could have kept him com- ary. Howe ver, that may be a little ex
pany, and at the close of his career · his travagant estimate o f the mileage covered.
possible companions must have been still Trowbridge and I made the return j ourney,
, Davies concluding not to attempt it. Trowfewer.
The marvelous development of our roads bridge and I were then playing on the col
has been made more in the interest of the lege ball team and doing work in the gym
automobilist than o f the pedestrian. In fact nasium and were equal to more than the
those beauti ful roads which seem so delight- distance between Rockland and \Vaterville.
In the interest of accuracy I forward thi s
ful to gl ide over at forty-five miles an hour
are anything but pleasant to the walker, statement to correct your remark that I
was the only one who made the round trip.
who is shying along their edges, walking in
Very truly yours,
the dust or gravel and keeping himsel f
•
HERBERT M . LORD.
aiert. Perhaps the next few years will see
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Why Colby Should Remain in Watervill�
BY A WATERVILLE ALU M NUS
1 st. Colby College was founded here 1 IGY terville. There are several possible sites o f
years ago, in which time s h e h a s developed outstanding beauty available for further
from a small college with a few students development of Colby in connection with
and little endowment to a college of 6oo her present location. students and an ever increasing endowment
4th . To move Colby away from Waterfund.
ville would destroy the traditions, the sentiI t is a matter of history that about the ment, the high ideals, the associations o f
year 1 840 t h e College was in such financial over a century and u pon which the Colby
stress from lack o f funds that the closing of today is founded. These cannot be com
of the College was seriously considered and puted in terms of the dollar. Removal o f
seemed the only al ternative. A l l the pro- the College to another city would in effect
fessors but one resigned ; it was at this
close the doors of Colby College forever.
s tage that Waterville citizens came f orward
A new college in a new community may
with funds which enabled the College to be builded but it would not be and never
carry on.
could be the Colby College that we all know
2nd . Waterville in these years has grown and love.
f rom a small village to a city of 1 5 ,000
If Colby has in its expansion program
inhabitants. I ts growth and development the purpose to move to another city, it
are so i nterwoven with the traditions, the
would be well to start with a clean slate
sentiment and growth of the College that and a new name and write "Finis" at the
to separate them now would be detrimental close of the present chapter.
not only to the city but to the College as
No ! let the trustees work for the expan
well. It would affect seriously the morale
sfon of Colby College in the town of its
of the great body of graduates of the Col- birth and preserve to her and to her gradu
lege and her many friends.
ates all that the term Alma Mater signifies.
3rd. Waterville is known as the home " Colby in another city than Waterville
of Colby College, both institutions have would not be Colby College to me," is the
grown up together. There is plenty of room sentiment as expressed by many a graduate.
for expansion of Colby right here in Wa-

On Memories
A peculiar thing about the memories o f
a good many people i s the vague nature o f
their impressions o f facts.
I asked some people about Elijah Parish
Lovej oy the other day and I found that
among them were one or two who had j ust
as vague an impression of him, as could be
-yet who somewhere, somehow, had heard
of him and read about him but could not
s eem to get hold of him definitely.
Two of them finally said that they
thought he was " some kind of a martyr"
but j ust what sort, they could not say.
I had wri tten at that time a "Talk" on
this eminent son of Maine, who is to come
into prominence this year in the annals o f
I llinoi s, a n d so I was pretty well u p , on the
s ubj ect-though for that matter, we heard
much of Lovej oy in our younger days and
in the n ewspaper business especially ; so
that it were no wonder that I should know
about him more exactly.
H owever, this is my theme, for this mo-

ment. When you do read about any person
-such as Lovej oy-why not give the read
ing time to sink in deeply enough to fix the
maj or elements of the person, if you care
to remember. That caring to remember i s
u p t o you. B u t why not lay down the book
or paper and say like this, " Now there's
Elijah Lovej oy. I would like to remember
h im, because he was born in Maine ; edu
cated at Colby ; and was shot while def end
ing his newspaper press from a mob, who
would burn it, because i t u pheld anti-slav
ery notions. And it happened about 1 00
years ago in Illinois."
That i s not at all difficult to remember.
You remember a lot of things more difficult
than that. You remember that the \Vigg's
house burned the year that you killed the
big pig ; and that was the same year that
Aunt Abbie had a carbuncle and nearly
died Arthur G. Staples, in Lewiston Iour
nal, February 24, 1930.
.-
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Offer of Ganeston Park to Colby
CONTRIBUTED
The report in the press in late March o f gusta had as much right to extend an offer
t h e meeting o f t h e Colby Club o f Boston, to the Colby authoritie s as any other city
at which President Johnson and Trustee or town. In such con ferences since that
Walter S . Wyman were guests, concerned Boston meeting, whether by letter or by
chiefly the matter of the removal of the person, there has never been a hint that
College from its present location. At the Waterville and Waterville alone should be
meeting Mr. Wyman stressed the i mpor considered as ground for ' the new site. In
tance of a new location i f the College fact, President Johnson has made it very
would keep abreast o f the demands made clear that all available sites would be care
upon a growing institution. Reference in fully considered. Trustee Padel ford, in
his address to the great Bingham proj ect his address at the Alumni lunch, made it
was but illustrative o f what can be done clear that sentiment might play a part, but
by the genius of man. President Johnson it would make no difference in the long run
in his address stated with very marked whether the college would move one mile
frankness that should Colby continue in its or twenty.
Acting upon the best of motives, and
present location for the next c;o years there
would be "no Colby at the end of that having the interests of the city of Augusta
time. " It was clear enough from the ex very much at heart, Mr. Gannett wrote to
tensive reports of this meeting that the President Johnson on May 9, suggesting
College authorities had decided to seek a to him what he had in mind doing, and
asking for a conference on May 1 2. In
larger site.
One fact will bear a word of emphasis : reply to this, President Johnson asked that
No hint o f any kind was made that the new a clear-cut statement of Mr. Gannett 's
location must of necessity be within the proposed offer be submitted to the Board
limits o f the City o f Waterville. The wide o f Trustees o f the College, and such offer
publicity that was given to this epochal was contained in a letter addressed to the
meeting naturally interested localities de President of the Board on June 9, 1 930.
siring to better their social and commercial Both these letters are attached to this brief
condition, and it is understood, from re statement covering the offer o f Ganeston
marks reported in the press as having been Park to the College.
0ince the submission o f this offer, op
made by President Johnson, that two or
three states and a number of cities and portunity has been given to many authori
towns in Maine very soon offered sites for ties of the College to look over the beau
ti ful park. They have been tremendously
the College.
The proposed removal o f the College impressed with the location, and with the
was brought to the attention of Mr. Wil possibilities of development. In order that
liam H. Gannett, of Augusta, who in the the tract might be of size sufficient for
past few years has been chiefly instru future development purposes, thirty addi
mental in developing what is known as tional acres have been added to the park.
Ganeston Park, now a bird sanctuary. Mr. More will be added if necessary.
The transfer of this valuable property
Gannett at once saw an opportunity to give
to Augusta an educational institution o f of several hundred acres of land to the
high merit, provided the authorities o f the College is conditioned upon the raising by
Col lege would care to accept his offer of · the College authorities of three and a half
thi s several-hundred acre park located in million dollars, this sum to be used for
development.
the heart o f the capital city.
Very naturally the citizens of Augusta
It should be borne in mind that in the
action of Mr. Gannett there was no dis have become greatly interested in the offer
position whatever to compete with Water made by Mr. Gannett and are willing to
ville. He reasoned that i f Colby actually do whatever is within their power to have
desired to change its location and was free the College locate in Augusta. To this end,
to move without the city limits, then Au- . and for the purpose o f understanding the
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exact attitude o f the College authorities
toward the offer, a meeting was recently
h eld attended by a dozen representative
Augusta citizens and at which President
Joh nson was guest.
Several brief ad
dresses were made a t this meeting. Pre,s
i dent Johnson very frankl y spoke on the
general subj ect of the removal of the Col
lege, and most carefully stated that while
it was almost unthinkable that Colby would
ever remove from Waterville, neverthel ess
there was nothing to prevent the College
moving elsewhere i f the t rustees shoul d see
wi sdom in so doing. He was extremely
fair in his treatment of the case.
There is nothing in the Gannett offer to
prevent Augusta citizens from discovering
the three million and a hal f and offering
it as an added inducement to the Colb v
authorities to come down the river. Just
what will come to pass along this line o f
activity only time w i l l di sclose . That Au
gu sta desi res very keenly to become the
"home o f a National Educati onal In stitu
tion'1 is a well-known fact, and that her
citizens w i l l bend every effort to become
such there is no doubt whatever .
A ful l statement o f Augusta's advan
tages and fuller in formation in regard to
what the c ity proposes to do to secu re
Colby, i f possible, will appear in the Octo
ber i ssue of the COLBY ALU M NUS.
The letters containing the offer of Mr.
Gannett are appended :
( Copy )

May 9, 1930.
My dear President Johnson :
The Maine and New England news
papers during the past few month s have
carried editorials and articles on Colby
Col1 ege and t he problem she is facing in
her present location in regard to expansion.
I have followed the subj ect with much
interest. I am sure that all of us are
vitally concerned with the development of
our splendi d M aine educational institutions.
I have recently been especially interested in
the progress o f the re-birth of Oak Grove
Seminary.
I t i s m y understanding that the variou s
new locations for Colby have been pro
posed, examined and considered. As far
as I know, however, nothing definite has
been decided upon . Before the Trustees of
C olby do arrive a t any conclu sions, I should
like very much to have an opportunit y to

talk with you in Augusta and to show you
what i s known as Ganeston Park, a piece
o f property in the rear of my home com
prising several h undred acres on which con
s iderable work has been done by me, and
which is now a bird sanctuary. I believe
it is as beauti ful as any place in Maine for
such a purpose. I am sure it would be i n
keeping with Colby a n d her brilliant history
and traditions.
I f it would be convenient for you, might
I have the pleasure o f your company at my
office in Augusta at 2 o'clock daylight sav
ing time, M onday, M ay 1 2 ?
I should appreciate an opportunity to
talk with you about the new Colby and to
take you over the property.
With very best wishes, I remain
Cordially yours,
( Signed ) WILLIAM H. GAN NETT.
Franklin W. Johnson, President
Colby College,
Waterville, Me.
·

( Copy )

June 9, 1 930.
To the Presi dent and Trustees
Colby College,
Waterville, Maine.
Gentlemen :
On M ay r oth, I wrote to President John
son in re ference to the proposed change in
location o f College. While I realize you
u ndoubtedly will have many sites from
which to choose, I am pleased to make you
a definite offer of that part o f my property
known as Ganeston Park, located on West
ern Avenue in Augusta. This offer does
not include my home, buildings and imme
diate land about them, o f course.
I shall be glad to give Ganeston Park
free o f all encumbranc es w ith the stipu
lation, however, that it be used for the
expansion of Colby College and that a sum
o f at lea st t hree and a hal f million dollars
be raised for that purpose in a time not to
exceed three years.
If the Trustees of Colby College decide
to accept this offer within six months from
date, I shall be pleased to execute a deed
in escrow to be held by the Augusta Trust
Compan y until the above specified sum of
money is subscrib ed when a warrant y deed
to the property will be delivere d to you .
With my best wishes, I remain
Sincerel y yours,
( Signe<} ) WILLIA M H. GA N N ETT.
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The Roberts Letters

BY 'tHE EDI'tOR
( Co n t inued froni the Third Quarter A LU M N U S )

THE

LATE

idea that his College demanded all of his
strength, all o f his thought, all o f his best
effort, mentally, physically, and spiritually.
And nothing on earth could persuade him
to the contrary. While he travelled about
a good deal over the State and N ew Eng
land, he returned home , on the first train
that he could conveniently find that he
might be on the campus and at his desk
to deal with the youth entrusted to his care.
And it is this human touch, this wealth o f
sympathy, this personal interest i n students
and in the College that runs through every
l etter that he ever wrote.
In 1 9 1 7, early spring, I arranged a short
speaking tour for former President Taft.
Before doing this, I took the matter up
with President Roberts. H e gave ready
assent. He believed it would do the Col
lege good and do me good to arrange the
tour and travel in Mr. Taft's company.
The tour came off as planned, and in the
last issue of the A LU M N US a full report
of that trip is given. When it was over,
arrangements were made to entertain M r.
Taft in Waterville over-night, and the fol- .
lowing letter was sent me while en route
with Mr. Taft :

P R E S I D E NT R O B E RTS

A t His

Office D esk

\i\Tith the passing of President Roberts
and the coming of a new man to take his
place, graduates naturally are prompted to
pass j udgment upon his contribution to the
long life o f the College. There seems to
be very general agreement that his services
were invaluable. At the time of his com
ing to the presidency, there was imperative
need that someone devote a vast amount
of time to what is called personnel work.
The days did not so much demand a man
of notions about education and the multi
farious theories that are now so freely dis
cussed as they did a man of human sym
pathies whose horizon was not much be
yond the campus fence. \Vhile President
Roberts was a man of wide reading and
of definite notions about education, he was
never unduly concerned about the work
being done by other institutions and never
felt it incumbent upon him to cooperate
with other institutions in carrying forward
the common work. That does not mean
that he was not of sufficient size mentally.
I sometimes think that he towered far
above many another college president
whose fame was far-flung. President Rob
erts was tremendously impressed by the

"Dear Herbert,
"I hav e written the Judge about Friday evening
and have asked him to tell you what his wishes
are : you will please telegraph me at once. \Ve
have invited him to supper and a bit of reception
in the evening and have given him a chance to
decli ne either o r both, if he fee l s unequal to more
Maine hospitality.
"Yours,
"A. J . R."

·

The Judge was glad to accept the invi
tation as extended, and spent a most de
lightful evening in the President's home.
When I arrived at the house I found Judge
Taft and President Roberts in gales of
laughter. No two souls o f more congenial
nature were ever brought together. The
evening proved a memorabl e one. \Var for
the time being was entirely forgotten.
President Roberts from the very begin
ning was an enthusias tic supporter of the
ALU�L NTS. \\rhen I volunteere d to under
take the work o f editing it, he gave me
every assurance that he would support it
and aid me. How well he kept his word no
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one knows better than do I. I f it slumped
a little financially, h e opened the college
t reasury an d helped out. I f material was
lacking, he offered advice. But from the
very beginning o f my work upon it , he
never dictated what I should say editorially.
I do not suppose all the editorial matter
pleased him, but he was full o f praise for
the magazine as an institution. All through
the war days he felt that through the
ALU M N U S much could be accomplished,
and his letters bear out this statement .
Uncler date of July 4, 1 9 1 8, I find the
following letter :
"Your enclosures are fine !
You will i ncrease
your l i st and do a lot towards getting together
the i n formation we need for various pu rposes.
" Shall I send you $200 for your ALU M N U S ?
That was the maximum we talked abou t earlier
i n the year.
" I sent you a couple stick - f u l s about the Year,
which I hope i s i n time.
"No news. W e are goi ng to B r i dgton for the
Fourth to v i s i t relatives.
"Let me know how your war plans mature.
"As ever yours,
"A. J . R."

And in a letter dated July 5, he writes :
" I w i s h I coul d see the Honor H.oll ,-but better
yet, I ' l l send you such stuff as I have that would
be used for its correction.
" I wish you would sen d me about 25 copies o f
t h e A LU M N U S-SO w o u l d b e better-that I can
send out from here.
I u sually want to wri te a
note to the person to whom I send the magazine.
T he cost may be a dollar more, but it will, I
think, be money well spent. "

A few days later there came a three-page
l etter from Gilead, parts of which I quote.
The open ing paragraph discloses how deep
ly the President took and subsequently was
to take the deaths of his Colby boys :
"Dear Herbert
"I don't und rstand why Stow ell's death wasn't
In the same mail with your
sooner reported.
l etter came letters from -- and f rom -
givi ng t h e deta i l s of Stowe l l ' s last service to the
I t's but
Oh dear !
cause o f world democracy.
I
the first o r among the first o f very many !
enclose t h e letters ref erred to ; please return
them to me.
''I a l so enclose a letter f rom good old R. ; I
haven ' t been gladder of a letter rom . any.body.
I had been hearing rumors of his bemg m all
sorts o f trouble and here he i s commander o f a
s ubma r i ne c has r ! T h i s war w i l l make a man

�

�

�

out o f h i m . . . .
" I 'm hav i ng no end o f corresponden ce to a � 
t e n d to t h i s summer. The war has added to i t
I w e a r out a new s t e e l p e n every day.
g reatly.
I was never so busy.

"About Libby : I have given up trying to make
a farmer out o f him.
It has seemed to me that
the Lord so manifestly i n tended him for some
thing else that i t would be an act of sacril ege to
try to transform him.
Then, too, I doubt the
wisdom o f spoiling a first-class chauffeur and
handy-man to make a poo r farmer.
He i s an
awfully n ice boy and thoroughly capable in ways
that are mo st useful.
" I enclose your o rder for the ALU M N U S money.
It couldn't be spent to better advantage, I am
sure.
" I can't u nderstand why you haven' t heard
f rom Washingto n . "

One may well wonder why the President
felt so delighted over the letter from the
boy who finally landed as commander of a
chaser. The reason is that this boy was
one o f the poorest students ever to graduate
from Colby, and the Faculty fel t disposed
to refuse his diploma. But he found in f�e
President a staunch supporter, and the boy,
in turn, gave to the President the best co
operation and promises that he could. H e
l ived u p to them all. No wonder, then,
that the President felt happy in having
stood so loyally by a poor student but am
bitious boy who, in the days of war. ren
dered hi s Country most prai 3eworthy serv
ice. President Roberts was ever the chan1pion of the under-dog, but was slow indeed
to forgive a quitter.
On the 2 1 st o f July came another letter
which expresses so well the Presi dent's
high approval of the ALU M N US, that I
quote it :
"I want to thank you officially and personally
f o r your J uly A L U M N US.
I t's a splendid piece
o f work,-and woul d take me or anybody else
around the place more than 'six days to accom
plish.'
You r reward comes in the appreciation
and grati tude o f all the f riends of the Col l ege.
I have the copies you sent me and the wrappers :
tomorrow I hope to begin to send them out. No
news."

On the 23d o f July came the request to
attend the funeral services of Arthur Stow
ell, the first Colby boy enlisted in our Coun
try's over-seas army, to die :
" I hate to ask it, but I wish you would go to
Freeport for the 28th.
W i l l you not think i t
over, a n d l e t m e know at your earliest ? "

I was unable to go, and the President
represented the College. An account of
these services and the full circumstances
atten ding the death of this Colby son ," will
be found in the 1 9 1 7- 1 91 8 volume of the
ALU M N US.

THE

COLBY ALUMNUS

The war meant endless labor for the
President. No one who went through it
or sought to cooperate, as was required,
with the officers in charge of the Student
Army Training Corps can possibly under
stand j ust the amount of red tape that had
to be wound and un-wound. On July 24,
the President wrote me an urgent letter for
help, as follows :
"\iVill you do the best you can to help me out
on p. 2 o f the enclosed Questionnaire ?
Arts
and Science i s all you have to bother with. I
can manage well enough the estimates under
1 9 1 8- 1 9 1 9. If you have a catalogue at hand, I
shou_l d be grate ful for help on p. 1 . I m ust, i f
possible, get t h e Q filled o u t and mailed by the
27th. Quick work,-it has j ust this minute come.
Please fill in figures with penci l .
" P . S. A n d will you save m y l i fe b y fill ing
out the enclosed also ? "

Under date of the 29th, the President
wrote spiritedly about many things. He
had a mind of his own and never failed
to express it when necessary. Among other
things in this letter, he wrote :
"The Recruiting Officer for the Y. M. C. A. i s
a j oke ! "

And then h e added,
"The crazy old Dr. B- whom I saw at B runs
wick the other day was loud i n your praises.
This i s meant to be complimentary, but I'll ad
mit now I 've written i t, it doesn't sound so !
"A ffectionate regards from us all, A. J. R . "

In August his supply o f ALU M NUSES
had run short, and I received this letter :
"If

you

have

any

more

copies

of

the

last

ALU M N U S to spare, I shall be glad to have them.

They are excellent advertising for p rospective
students . No news. A s ever yours, A. ]. R . "

And a week later came another call for
more copies . "They are," he writes, "the
best sort of bait !" Then he adds in his
happiest vein,
" I 'm sorry to say anything to hurt your feel
ings, but I confided to Libby on the way home
that although you've got the finest row o f tomato '
plants I ever saw yet it's my fear that you'll never
s ee a ripe tomato unless warm weather lasts this
fal l until around T hanksgiving,-or better yet
Christmas ! I woul dn't speak in this cruel way
if the rest o f your garden were not beyond all
prai se."

That he was ever seeking counsel on Col
lege matters is clearly shown in the follow
ing paragraph taken from the same letter.

It refers to a very important document
dealing with the College :
"When you go to Pemaquid p l ease l e t m e
peti tion, and
know. I w a n t y o u t o s e e t h e
my lette r ; after you have gone over them please
return, along with other interesting enclosures. "
--

Under date o f August 2 3 , he wrote me,
among other things, the following : ( Re fer
ence to the "old Judge" is to Judge Leslie
C . Cornish, chairman , o f the Board o f
Trustees, who spent the month o f August
at his cottage at Pemaquid Point. The two
men long held for each other the most
affectionate regard. )
"Hope you had a good time at Pemaquici 1
hope the old J udge isn 't on the toboggan agai n.
I t's mighty easy for all us old fellows to get
there . " H e then refers to the "petition" men
tioned i n his former l etter :
" I 've hal f a mind to say nothing to the J udge
about the business at all ; at any rate, I think I ' l l
let B- continue in suspense for a w h i l e as he
made me do for some weeks." And this l etter
he concludes with an appeal :
"Any new plans for running the Coll ege you
can p ropose will be most gladly consi Jered and
in all probabil i ty most grate fully adopted. H eaven
knows I need all the help I can get and I need
it now ! "

O n the 30th day o f August I received
from the President a letter which pretty
clearly shows that I promptly acted upon
his appeal for suggestions about " running
the College." As I recall the circumstances
that led up to Mr. Hubbard's appointment
as superintendent of buildings and grounds,
which, interestingly enough, has j ust termi
nated with the appointment of a new man
to the position, I met Judge Cornish at
Pemaquid Point, and I proposed to him
that some one be appointed superintendent
thus relieving the President of a great deal
of needless work. Judge Cornish was de
lighted with the suggestion, and immedi
ately wrote the President endorsing the
suggestion. Within a day or two, the
Judge called on me at my cottage holding
in his hand a letter from the President
highly approving of the suggestion. Judge
Cornish knew what this was to mean in
the happier on-going of the College.
How quickly the President acted on my
suggestion, and how happy he was to have
some one help him in his many labors for
the College, the letter which I quote, under
date of August 30, i 9 1 8, shows :
"Your suggestion hit me j u st right.

I was i n
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Watervi lle when your letter came into my hands
and inside o f hal f an hour I had made a dicker
with Hubbard to adjourn to the Campus and
The details we can
take charge o f the plant.
work out later, but with proper cooperation
amongst us all, especially at the first, I'm sure
all will go well . You are some planner ! Hub
bar d is really the man to do this sort o f thing
I 've been waiting for, but curiously enough I
didn't recognize his especial fitness for the place
until you called my attention to i t.
"I'll see you in Waterville election day for I
want to talk over with you the tutoring college
and other matters. I don't know just whom we
had better get for instructors.
"There i s a lot more I want to say, but I 've
got a pile o f letters more than a foot high to
attend to ; I 've j ust got back from Camp Devens
where I put i n three days with the sol<liers."

the fact would come from the third party
�oncer � ed. � ut it was the President's way
m dealmg with those who understood h i m
w e l l , a n d no harm came from his very
direct methods.
The following letter, dated September
14, 1 9 1 8, gives some clue of the great
change that had taken place in the curri cu
lum of the College :

In the simple expression above, " I'll see
you in Waterville on election day," verY
much is told of the late President Roberts.
No man was ever keener over politica l con
troversies of all kinds. He was a very
strong party man. Long before the city
or S tate elections occurred, he was to be
found o n the streets and i n offices discuss
ing men and measures. On election night,
he was almost always the center of a group
of politic ians in some of the offices on Main
street listeni ng i n on the returns. He had
a n almost uncanny knowledge o f the way
the c ity or S tate would go on election days,
and this furnished him a lways with an ad
miring circle of associates . To vote in
every election was t o him a very solemn
obligation. I think the records will show
few i f any times w hen he did not cast his
v ote. I n my l etters fro m him, h e mentions
s everal t imes about going to Waterville t o
vote. The trip from Gi lead t o Waterville
to cast a vote meant nothing to him. He
thus gave a splendid lesson to the under
graduates of Colby of w hat it is to play a
full part i n our democracy.
Under date of S eptember I I , I received
this bri e f letter :

What memories the enumeration of these
courses brings up ! Almost over-night the
College was forced to shift over to a War
College. As Registrar o f the College, i t
fell t o my lot to head the committee on the
new curriculum, and to work out the end
less details connected with scheduling these
courses . In all the work, the President
gave his best thought and endless hours o f
h i s time. It w a s i mmensely satis fying to
have the i nspector, who came to check up
our work, inform us that Colby was one
of the few colleges to act promptly and
effectively and satis factorily on all plans
for the war courses.
I suppose hundreds of our graduates
have received from the late President let
ters similar to the one quoted here. It was
in reply to the small donation I made to
the " Christmas C lub" founded by the Pres
i dent :

"Dear Herbert :
"I appoint you. Please look over the enclo sed,
fill out, and fo rward to headquarters.
A. J. R."
"Yours truly,

A fter the lapse of years I have com
pletely forgotten what new office I had been
"appointed" to ! It seemed to me that every
little while I was being named for some
new position in connection with War work.
I was not even consulted about some o f
these appointment s. My first knowledge o f

"Why not get some publicity from the special
war courses we are to o ffer ? War Aims con
ducted by the department of history, economics,
English and philosophy ; Navigation for the
naval reservists ; topography and map making ;
Trench French ; ditto German ; sanitation ; War
psychology."

I'll
"Many thanks for your Christmas gi ft.
put i t where every dollar will do much more
than a dollar's worth o f good. You will be in
terested to look at my little book."

The "little book" was a small red book,
one o f which I have today in my posses
sion, in which he recorded under the c lasses
the names of the givers to the Chri stmas
Club and the amount given . Nothing in
terested him more than the receipt o f the
small gi fts from hundreds of the graduates.
These gifts began coming in a few weeks
be fore Christmas Day and continued com
ing in until well ·past New Year's. As each
gi ft, and its accompanying letter, arrived,
i t went to the President's desk, and he per
sonally w rote a littl e word of kindly appre
He never dictated these notes.
ciation .
And hundreds o f them went from his hand

THE COLBY ALUMNUS
each year. H e meant to show i n this way
that he took the gift as something very
personal indeed.
Many letters could b e quoted in which
war matters are the chief topic, but I pass
now to the year 1 9 1 9. The Centennial of
the College is now nearing-1 920, and the
President has determined upon raising an
addition al endowment of a half million dol
lars. It was the greatest money-raising ven
ture ever attempted. He was urged strong
ly to resort to the modern method o f
money-getti ng, namely, the appointmen t o f
a man t o head u p committees. But he had
made up his mind that the money could
be raised by a direct appeal to the grad
uates, through the use of the little red
books for "pledging sums," and he utterly
refused to go forward with the effort to
raise money if he had to look to some pro
fessional money-raisers to do it. The year
1 91 9, then, saw him giving his heart and
mind to the big proj ect of adding a half
million to the permanent funds of the Col
lege.
His i dea was to get a large initial gi ft
from the General Education Board, and
another, i f possible, from Colonel Shannon,
and the other dollars must come from the
graduates and the other " friends of the
College." Between Colonel Richard Cutts
Shannon and President Roberts there was
the closest of relationship. Each liked the
other. This will explain, in part, why the
President wrote me the following letter in
which he expresses so much concern over
a possible affront to the Colonel :
"One reason why I \Vant something made o f
C o l . S hannon in t h e ALUM NU S i s that no men
tion was made of him i n the Boston Herald
article. He wasn't even included i n the list o f
t h e Forty Famous. Please don't use a n y of the
Herald article i n the ALU M NU S or even refer to
i t ; it will be j ust l ike the Colonel if h e knows
there i s such an articl e to write me for a copy
for his files. I wouldn't have him see the Herald
sto ry for a good deal o f money. "

President expressed a wish that something
be omitted from the pages of the ALUM 
NUS. It is the nearest he ever came to the
point of dictation. But in his request he
knew full w ell that he was but expressing
my own feelings about the matter, and what
he wrote was more in the nature of a line
of warning for me. I set my hand to com
posing the best editorial item I could about
Colonel Shannon, and in doing so I had
the best subj ect in the world. I held very
high regard for Colonel Shannon especially
because he was one o f Colby's most con
stant benefactors. M y effort evidently
pleased the President, for under date o f
July 30, I have this letter :
"Congratulations upon the ALU MN U S.
It i s
t h e best ever. Y o u r editorial o n C o l . Shannon
i s exactly what I wanted . . . . I preached to my
man Sunday and a l ittle later on I shall find out
how good a sermon i t was."

The closing sentence in the above refers
to a possible bene factor o f the College who
evidently attended a Sunday service at
which the President spoke. Like bread cast
upon the water, this sermon, preached by
the man now gone, is some day, and soon
it is hoped, to bear rich fruit for the Col
lege.
In August of 1 9 1 9 I had numerous let
ters from him, dated Gilead, one on the
3 d, reading :
"Am working the best I ca n on my various
jobs,-but I see a good many blue hours ! I f I
had all eterni ty to get thi s money in, I know
well enough I could do it ; but I haYe j us t IO
months to a day."

The above paragraph well expresses the
feelings of the President as he whittled
away at the stick he was fashioning. Little
did he realize back in Aug_ust, 1 9 1 9, that
when June of the Centennial Year came
around he would have in hand a sum ''?ell
over $500,000 to report. The raising o f
this great sum-greater in 1 920 than it is
I n another letter to me dated July l , he today-was a mighty triumph for the Pres
refers to the Herald article ( an article ' ident. And to those who may be interested
written about the College by a special fea and care to look the matter up, the expense
ture story writer who visited the College o f raising the half million was but a mere
drop in the bucket. It was done very
for the purpose ) as follows :
largely by the President single-handed.
"Your well-meaning friends - l i k e the pro
Other letters through 1 919, and on, deal
moters o f this article- often make you r paths
largely
with routine matters, with war cred
more difficult."
its, and the like. I omit them, lest I draw
out this series of articles unduly.
I think this is the only time when the
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I come now to a very personal matter,
but one which prompted the President to
speak w ith very great frankness about his
own li fe and aspirations. It i s for this
reason that I introduce the matter here.
For a number of reasons I felt in the
year 1 920 that I shoul d trans fer to some
other college. Opportunities entered . into
it, salary played a part , and a very definite
offer to j oin the staff of another college
capped the climax . My relations with the
President had been for all the years most
del ightful. I had come to feel that he
looked to me for assistance. We u nder
stood each other. On more than one occa
sion he had generously suggested to m e
that some d a y he would l i k e to s e e m e in
his position . While I flattered myself over
the suggestion, I knew that it could never
be , and I knew enough to charge the sug
gestion up to a desire of the President to
honor me with the thought.
I t bothered me to know how best to
broach the subj ect to him. I lacked the
courage to do so. I thought I knew how
he would receive it. I therefore waited
until he was in his least free hours, namely,
i n the annual session o f the Board o f Trus
tees, and then sent in to him my letter o f
resignation. H aving sent i t to him, I sought
escape, but I had not been absent from the
place w here the meeting was being held
more than twenty minutes, be fore the Pres
ident hi msel f came searching for me. No
father ever expressed more feeling over the
w ayward action o f a son. H e seemed com
pletely taken back. H e begged me not to
ask him to present my resignation then, but
to delay any mention o f it until he and I
cou l d talk the matter over calmly. The
attitude of the President was so genu ine
that I willingly agreed, and we let the mat
ter rest for a time. The renewal of my
request came later when I was invited to
j oin the staff o f another institution, where,
I thought , the opportunities were greater.
Correspondence with the President ensued.
Under date of August 2, 1 920, Bethel,
Maine, I quote from a very long letter from
the President, and I invite the reader to
forget the recipient o f the letter but to
study from a new angle the man who ga ve
his l i fe for the Col lege :
" I cannot, I am a fraid, guarantee you an un
biased opinion abo u t the B- bu siness ; I want
you to stay at Colby too much for that !
But
I 'l l try.

"Yo u r case i s not so much di fferent f rom my
own ; i f I were o ffered the p residency of B. I
would not accept i t.
In the Colby constituency
a re my f r i ends,-they know me and I know
them.
It would be a long time before I could
assemble another such group, if I ever could.
And ther e would be no such bond s as these pres
ent ones. ever. T h i s is j ust as t ru e in yo ur case
as i n m i ne.
"Then, too, w e are both interested in pro
moting enterprises a t Colby that we shoul d
greatly m i s s i f we gave them up.
They mean
hard work for us both . . . but there are rewards
that are some compensation for the labor in
volved. I'm o f ten mi serable, but I know that all
things consi dered, I'm happier at Colby than I
should be anywhere el se.
And you, although
you have your troubles, are, I bel ieve, happier
at Colby than you would be at B.
Happiness
i s a great thing !
" O f course, B- sounds attractive. B u t I get
more fun out o f i t, going there two or three
times a year, than I shoul d if I l ived there all
the year through . . . I find I know more about
the place than the p·eople who l ive there !
" I 'm glad of t h i s chance to say a word about
your work. You have done too much, far more
than your fair share, and there i s no reason why
your labors shoul dn't be ligh tened. I can easily
put o ff onto other members o f the Faculty some
o f the d ru dgery you have performed.
I don't
see, for i nstance, why B- cannot assume re
spon sibi l i ty for some o f the less i mpo rtant public
exhibi tions, and why some other member o f the
Faculty cannot undertake the regi s trar's work.
I honestly don't want you to work so hard as
you have been doi ng, and will guarantee to
l ighten your load. I shall be glad to go i nto all
this exhaustively be fore we begin operations
again.
" I don't want to u rge you against your best
i n terests, but as I see them ( al thoug h as I sai d
at the begi nning m y v i sion may b e somewhat
obscured by my desi re ) they lie in Waterv i l l e
and not i n B .
I t woul d be a great cal amity t o
the Col lege to h a v e y o u g o , especially j u st now.
B u t I feel I have no right to urge that. I have
tried to think only of your own advantage in the
matter.
"You may sometime have a college president
who i s easier to get along with and more con
si derate but neve1· one who loves you more than
"Yours truly,
"A. J. R . "

No finer letter was ever written than the
above. That it is wholly genuine, there is
not the slightest doubt. He was seek ing
to give me the wisest counsel he could, and
he put that counsel on the st rong basis o f
friendship and o f affection. There is no
stronger ground.
The next letter is but a day later.
"I am very glad," he writes, "that you are get
ting better. I wasn't so very much surpri sed to
l earn o f your il lness, for I had had a very elabo
rate dream a week o r so be fore your letter came
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about your being i l l, which I reported at the
break fast table the next morni ng.
From you r
SC ';\ n t y
: report of you r case I shou l d say that i t
comc 1 ded pretty closely w i t h my drea m . "

Under the date o f August 6, he writes
again in which he repeats some of the ideas
he advanced in his longer letter quoted
above, and expresses the earnest hope that
I ·wi l l "give the ground a thorough i nspection
before deciding to break camp with u s and pitch
you r tent e l sewhere . . . . If B- a ppeals to you
.
as bemg only another name for O pportuni ty-as
Ralph Waldo Emerson said of A merica-it woul d
b e w rong f o r me t o u rge you t o stay. B u t I hope
you will be sure ! . . . You are worth as much
to u s right now a s to any other coll ege . "

In the meantime I thoroughly canvassed
my own mind, and decided to remain at
Colby at least for another year. I so wrote

to the Presiden t. Under date of August
1 8, I find this letter from him :
" I feel very much rel ieved that you are to stay
by the ship for the present. I think we can to
But I 'l l admit
gether keep her f ro m sinking !
that I was pretty shaky about keeping her afloat
alone.
" Pemaquid Point i s now as much out o f the
question as the planet N eptune, which as I reca l l
i t i s about t w o thousand m i l l ion miles f ro m
Gilead. F o r the fi r s t t i m e t h i s s u m m e r I 've got
my head enough above wa}er to venture forth
for a fow days' visit, but right recently w e have
received word that relatives are coming and for
the rest o f the summer we shall be as com
pletely confined as i f we were i n Paris jail. We
can't think o f anything we'd rather do than go
to Pemaq uid Point on you r i nv i tation, but
"Please tel l the Judge I am at peace with a l l
the w o r l d a n d s h a l l soon w r i t e h i m . "
--

( To be con tin ued. )

Comments on Moving the College
By T H E EDITOR
O f comments, editorial and o therwise, appearing
mov i ng Colby from its present s i te, there seem to be
informed on this important matter, and in order to
the following editorial expression s are given space i n

i n the publ i c press, touchi ng the subject of
no end. In order to keep our readers fully
present (>very possible angle o f the subj ect,
this i ssue o f the ALU M N U S :

The Commencement j ust past at Colby college buildings but on the opposite bank
College was in one respect the most im of the river, there began to be developed
portant in the entire history of the insti what is now a line of pulp mills, with their
tution. The corporation voted to move the unsightly piles of logs and their outpouring
college. They do not yet know to what of sulphurous fumes so strong and wide
place they will move it, but they have taken spread that they are said to stain all the
the first step necessary, namely, a decision silverware in the city of Waterville.
For many years the return of the grad
to leave the present site.
Any visitor to Colby , which has just uate has been saddened by the growing un
observed its 1 1 0th Commencement, will fitness of the campus. President Johnson,
realize why a removal is necessary. \Vhen in announcing the decision of the corpo
the institution was founded in 1 820 it was ration, stated that, unless the college were
establi shed on the bank of the Kennebec moved, when the present graduating class
River at the edge of a charming tree-clad became the fi fty-year class it would find no
plain, with forest or open country stretch college to come back to. No one knows
ing out across the river. \Vith the coming where the new site of the college will be,
of the railroad the grounds were invaded whether within the limits of Waterville or
because the railroad was carried along the in some other town. President Johnson
side of the river. This left a permanent · and the head of the committee on removal
scar when the railroad was moved and both insisted that but one consi deration
brought past one end of the campus and must govern their choice, namely, what i s
around to a station exactly in front. Ever best for Colby itsel f.
The college has had the offer of an ex
since then the clanging of engine bells and
the screaming of whistles have been most traordinarily beauti ful park development in
disturbing features, both of li fe in the dor Augusta, the entrance to which is only a
few minute s' walk from the State Capitol .
mitories and of classroom exercises.
I
t is a square m ile of open fields, wootled
line
the
of
near
equally
ago,
A few years
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spaces w ith huge trees , some of them
h igher than the dome o f the Capitol , and
also o f beauti ful lakes. An architect who
makes a specialty o f college buildings has
p ronounced i t the most beauti ful site for
a college campus in A merica. If the col
lege were removed to Augusta this site
would come to it as a free gi ft.
No doubt other towns will compete for
the new Colby as they competed for what
i s now B rown Un iversity before it moved
from Warren to Providence in 1 770. Colby
has a student body of 6oo and a history
covering more than a hundred years, and
has contributed a long l ine of useful men
to American l i fe .
The people of New
England have a real reason for watch ing
the decision that Colby will announce ere
long, probably next October .-Providence
Journal.
C OLBY MAY M OVE
So Coiby College may desert Waterville
and move twenty miles to Augusta ! \Vil
liam H . Gannett's offer o f his large estate
in the Maine capital as a substitute for the
congested l ittle campus between the rail
road and the Kennebec river which Colby
has occupi ed for more than a century lays
the way open for one of the most interest
ing institutional trans formations in New
England in recent years. Yale moved in
C onnecticut several times be fore finally
sett ling at New Haven, since moving a col
lege was then comparatively simple-the
two or three members o f the faculty merely
packed the library into a wagon and moved
on to some more congenial spot . But dor
mitories , laboratories and classrooms-not
to mention swimming pools and athletic
· fi el ds-don't move so easily !
There are many i fs and buts, however,
·before this academ ic migration material
:izes. M r . Gannett stipulates that the col
lege must rai se $31 500,000 for new bui ld
i ngs and endowment within three years ;
and as Colby is far from being a large or
wealthy i nstitution such a restriction pre
sents a substantial obstacle. The citizens
of Waterville, forgetting the usual com
plaint o f townspeople that a coll ege pays
no taxes and is there fore a nui sance and
an expense to the community , are loyally
organi zing to keep Colby in its traditional
seat . Then there is al ways the rather col d,
matter- of- fact question : Aren't there col
leges enough ? vVith a state u n iversity

( much advertised musically of late ) , and
B owdoin and Bates, Maine possesses three
strongly established i nstitutions o f higher
learning.
B ut M r. Gannett's proposal is most gen
erous and ph ilanthropic, and Colby men
should consider it most sympathetically.
It should give the college a new lease o f
l i fe. The memories o f a century o f service
and the hope of centuries more form a
cluster of loyalties which cannot be ignored.
-B os ton Herald.
·

C OLBY'S DILE M MA
Waterville seems to be more scared than
hurt so far by the proposal to move Colby
to Augusta, or some other place outside this
city. W. H. Gannett's most generous offer,
in the first place, must be accepted inside
six months and $3 1500,000 must be raised
in three years to make the offer good . This
means that within six months there must
be reasonable assurance that the mill ions
needed are in sight. This makes the Au
gusta proposition j ust as difficult as buying
the proposed site here in \Natervi l le, for
doubtless $3,500,000 can be raised j ust as
easily for a new Watervi lle location as for
one somewhere else and in comparison
with such amount the cost of the optioned
land here adds little to the problem.
Mr. Gannett's conditions are entirely
fair, however. The land he is offering is
worth at least $ 1 00,000 , probably much
more. Opened and properly developed for
houselots i t would sell like hot cakes , for
Augusta is grmv ing and needs more resi
dent ial room and Ganeston Park is one o f
t h e most desirable sections in all the city.
He is not offering Colby any gold brick or
pig in a poke but solid, easily convertible
cash value in very substantial amount.
Such valuable land as this cannot be tossed
around like old newspapers and as a capa
ble business man M r . Gannett's offer o f
sufficient land may help some but does not
clinch anything. So Watervi lle has much
the better o f the situation still an d the crux
of the problem is rai sing $3,500,000 rather
than any complication caused by M r. Gan
nett's generosity.-vV aterville Sen tinel.
M OV I N G A COLLEGE
Thousands of Colby graduates and friends
will be much interested in the first annual
report o f the college as made by the new
presi dent, Dr. Franklin W. Johnson, be-
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cause Dr. Johnson states emphatically that
a new location must be obtained i f the col
lege is to continue its proud record o f
scholarship and education. Such a step i s
absolutely necessary i n the opinion o f the
President and should be taken before essen
tial expenditures are made. N ecessity as
well as economy call for instant determi
nation.
P:. Johnson does not offer his single
opm1on, but has supported his views by the
results o f a survey made by disinterested
experts, who express belief that the site
should be changed.
\Ve assume that the firm declaration o f
Dr. )ohnson predi cates a speedy affirmative
dec1s10n by the board of trustees, believing
that so definite an announcement of an im
perative necessity would not be made with
out knowledge of trustee sanction.
Dr. Johnson sees but t\\ o factors to com
plicate the problem of mo ring the campus ;
attachment to the old site on the part o f
students a n d alumni a n d the effect o f the
move u pon the \vomen's division, which is
housed i n some fine buildings, desertion of
which would be a vast sacrifice. The former
obj ection will not be lasting, nor, we think,
acute, unless there is removal from \\Tater
ville. Colby College on another site in
\Vaterville would still be Colby College to
the graduate::,. I f the city is deserted as
well as the present buildings there would
be quite another situation.
To our mind the best solution would be
a new location along the l\Ie �salonskee and
not a long distance from the pre ent site,
not too far away to demand the desertion
of the women's buildings. That may not
be considered feasible by the college au
thorities. but we understand it has been
given serious thought.
Dr. Johnson, who has the courage o f in
spired vision, does not include in his com
plicating factors, that o f expense which
would be large. The money must be found,
he says, and the work of obtaining it should
be begun at once energetically.
There have been rumors that the present
college plant could be disposed of at satis
factory figures ; others of large gi fts that
may be received i f the college is relocated
with opportunitv of expansion. \Ve have
no knowledge as to the accuracy of these
rumors and President Johnson makes no
mention of them.
Serious maladies demand drastic reme-
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dies. The founders of Colby 1 09 years ago
had no i dea that the campus then selected
would prove inadequate, eventually. Re
moval or cessation of growth have become
the two alternatives. The choice is not
difficult, however heavy the financial bur
den may prove. -B ang or Commercial.
COLBY COLLEGE MUST EXPAND
" We are confronted with a critical s itu
ation that will demand all the wisdom,
courage and faith at our command. " This
from the first report of Colby's new Presi
dent mjght seem ominous, although it is
quite evident that the alumni of that insti
tution do not so regard it. Instead, the
manner i n which it is received suggests a
brighter future for the college i n an en
vironment that shall enable i t to expand
and enrich the splendid service for ·which
the institution is worthily distinguished.
More than a century ago the founders
chose a beauti ful site for the college. They
could not foresee a railroad that would
girdle i t and bring about a situation such
that it becomes the conviction of Presi dent
Johnson that unless a suitable site be found
there is likely to be no Colby College in
fi fty years. H e sees, and is not alone in
that Yision. an institution better suited to
demands that ,,-ill increase in proportion to
the capacity for meeting them. But he is
not unmindful of the · fact that the time
has arrived for taking this important step.
The col lege has needs that would be insist
ent on the present site. The expense hardly
seems warranted under such conditions.
If Colby i s to build for the future it is
evident that i t must build elsewhere, and
in doing so should build for the long
future and "·here it can be best assured
of a suitable environment for such a
future.
Colby College is and will be an institu
tion of which any community may well be
proud. I f the college's future can be as
well assured within the immediate endron
ment of \Y.aterville that feature will re
ceive the utmost consideration. President
Johnson's statement assures this. He said :
"The advantages o f a site in another city,
twenty miles away, would have to be over
whelmingly superior in order to j usti fy so
radical a procedure as to move the college
to the city of Augusta." I f . however, it
shall be demonstrated that another environ
ment offers more for the future of this
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institution, then, however regret fully, Wa
terville citizens who have the h ighest re
gard for the college doubtless w il l recog
nize an obligation to acquiesce in su ch a
decision . O f one thing we may be sure,
no part of the world h as a more suitable
site to offer than may be found in Kenne'....
bee County, and in a sense Colby is a Ken
nebec as well as a Maine inst itution and
its traditions are rooted in our soil .-K e n 
n e bec Jo urnal.

MOVING C OLB Y
We don't bel ieve there is any real danger
of Colby College ever being moved out o f
Waterville. I t is enough o f a w rench for
alumni to desert the old campus, with all
its associations, but that will be borne
gracefully for the sake o f the future. But
to leave Waterville ! N othing doing ! Colby
is as much a part of Waterville as city
hall and is Waterville college now as much
as when it bore the city's name. In fact,
it's still called Waterville college by a good
many.
President Johnson i s quite right in his
j u dgment that the college has no future
where it i s and it should be moved to a
better location as quickly as possible. This
i s no new idea but has been discussed a
good many years, even i f only a day dream
and the ultimate of possibil ities. President
Johnson, h owever, has made it a practical
necessity by emphas izing the danger o f
clinging t o the old campus too long.
But the site t hat has been optioned on
the western edge of the city is as good as
any that can be found in the state , if not
all New England. It has everything any
college, large or small, will ever need and

can be bought now at a reasonable price.
It is near enough so that the buildings used
exclus ively by the women need not be
abandoned, someth ing that alone i s enough
to prevent any longer move. The college
can be reestablished on that site more
easily and economically than anywhere else
and far more than has been offered thus
far will be needed to offset its natural ad
vantages.
It might be possible for Waterville to
make permanent the options on the land
now held so that the site would be avail
able any time it does become possible to
move. This would be only a fair compen
sation for what the college has done and
will do for the city. No immediate heavy
outlay of cash might be needed for such
a move and no very serious
risk would
have to be assumed, for the land should
be worth as much or more than its present
purchase price any time in the future. A
little financial maneuvering now might
clinch the new site of the college for good
and all and certainly would be a help that
would be appreciated.
By making it all a community enterprise
and the city thereby stanaing by to help in
any way that may be desired the college
can be given the site it surely needs and
still be Waterville's own as it always has
been. I t i s not a j ob to be done in a minute
but one requiring well nigh endless nego
tiation and care of details. The maj or con
siderat ion, of course, is cash, but there is
good prospect of getting sufficient with
proper team work. Citizens and the city
as a city can be o f invaluable assistance
and t here i s every indi cation they will be
and Colby get just as much here as any
w here.--Wa terville Sen tin el.

The Fiftieth Reunion
ART H UR M I LTON T H OMAS, A.B . , '80

I f the success o f a class reunion is to be
measu red chiefly by the number present,
the class o f 1 880 has no reason to boast .
But i f the percentage o f members attend
ing i s what counts, a more commendable
showing was made. By taking into con
s ideration that , of thei r ten members living,
two are hospital patients, another is in poor

health, and importan t business engageme nts
kept another away, the meeting of four can
not be called a failure.
Dr. ]. T. McDonal d, who came from San
Francisco, was the first man to arrive in
the city. As this was the first time in
fi fty years he had stepped foot on the
campu s, h e probably got the great est thrill
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out o f the reunion. The discovery of a
f ormer college friend whom the changing
years had tried to disguise was a great
delight to him and he was frequently heard
to exclaim, "Oh, what a wonderful experi
ence I am having !"
By Friday afternoon Hugh Chaplin from
Bangor, Harry Koopman from Providence,
and Arthur Thomas from Farmington had
arrived to complete the quartet and together
they attended the President's reception in
the evening. Saturday forenoon was occu
pied by attendance upon the Class Day
exercises on the campus, the dedication o f
the new field house, and the Alumni Lunch.
Of special interest to all of the alumni was
the question of moving the college, which
was the uppermost topic of discussion at the
luncheon. It was a source of gratification
to know that the college did not die when
the class of '80 le ft but that during the
fi fty years since their graduation it has
steadily grown until new and larger equip
ment has become a necessity.
At the close of the luncheon after an
extremely hot day, a ride by bus past some
of Maine's beauti ful lakes, forests and
green fields to Farmington and then up the
Sandy River valley a few miles was a
pleasant experience especially for those
who had never seen thi s part of the State.
At six-thirty supper was served at the
home of the Farmington member, a fter
which there was time to look at some pho-
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tograph s taken in college days and � o revive
memories of the long ago. The nde back
to Waterv ille in the cool of the ·e vening
in t ime for fratern ity reunion s filled out
a most enj oyable day.
It has become a custom for the college
to make the time-ho nored Boardm an M i s
sionary service on Sunday evening an ex
ercise in special recogniti on of the fi fty
year graduate s by giving some of their
number a part in the service. If this class
has a minister he may ' be called upon to
preach the sermon. This year '80 supplied
a poet instead of a preache r. The sermon
was preached by Rev. Woodma n B radbury
of Newton, a fter which Dr. Harry Lyman
Koopman delivered a poem of high literary
merit called "Materna ," reminisce nt of the
four happy years spent in Colby and ex
pressing gratitude for the many valuable
lessons learned in those years.
Monday was Commencem ent day. The
matter of special interest to the class on
that day was the conferring of degrees
upon two of its members. Hugh R. Chap
lin was honored with the degree of Doctor
of Laws and Hartstein W. Page with the
degree of Doctor of Science.
And so these four returned to their
homes grateful for the opportunity to re
new old friendships and pledging loyalty
to the college wherever its home may be
in the future.

The Twenty--Fifth Reunion
MALCOLM BE M I S MOWER, A.B., '05

The twenty-fi fth reunion of the class o f
1 905 was held a t Whisperwood Camps on
Salmon Lake, during the afternoon and
evening of Saturday, June 1 4th. The fol
lowing members of the class were present :
David K. Arey, Stephen G. Bean, Cecil W.
Clark, Arthur L. Field, Hersey R. Keene,
Malcolm B. Mower, John B. Pugsley, Solon.
W . Purinton, Glenn W. Starkey, Alona
Nicol son Bean, Sara Ernestine Davis,
Sarah Gifford Gray, Eleanor Stone Good
win, Mary Moor Lord, and Blanche Lamb
Roberts. Wives and guests of the members
of the class made a total of twenty-six who
enj oyed the bounti ful dinner served by l\fr.
and Mrs. M illard Gleason.

A fter the banquet Mr. Starkey presided
as toastmaster and read letters from the
following absent class members : Clarence
N. Flood, Axel J. Upvall , Perley L. Whit
aker. Ida Phoebe Keene, Ethel M. Knight,
and Addie M. Lakin. Dr. \Valter ]. Ham
mond, who was present at the noon Alumni
Lunch, sent verbal regrets that he was un
able to attend.
Following a social hour, a brief business
meeting was held. It was voted that Mal
colm B. Mower be appointed permanent
secretary and agent for the class of 1905,
and tentative plans were made for a thir
tieth reunion at the. 1 9 3 5 Commencement.
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Address at Commencement Dinner
H ARRI NGTON PUTNAM, LL .D., '70

M r . President and Fellow Alumni :
To refer to this institution, as it was
s � xt y_ years ago, gives me a strange dis
tmctton o f age. I n the spring of 1 867,

town. Our early game at \Vinthrop ran
u p an alarming score, that gave l ittle
promise o f future experts like Jack
Coombs !
However, this a dven
ture b r o u g h t no dis
credit on the college, as
we did not b e a r the
Colby name, but h a d
been called "Delphics."
I n that primitive era, I
think the pitchers were
Mr. ·wesley Dunn and
mysel f.
The topic o f my talk
is the danger and risks
from t h e over-trained
educated man-the per
ils o f the one-sided in
tellectual l i fe.
Our thought culture
i s based on concentra
tion of mental effort.
If the child's senses are
opened for receiving the
influence o f the outer
world, i n the course of
modern educati on the
direction i s inward to
build up an intellectual
l i fe by concentrated e f
fort, a n d continuous
study.
This tendency m a y
stress t h e introverted
habit of mind that leads
to indifference to social
amenities, and may pro
duce the bookish stu
dent, immersed in his
t r a i n i n g and pro f es
sional studies, w ith a
narrow specialized e f
f ort, that m a y ignore
and gradually disregard
the h i g h e r duties o f
J UDGE HARR INGTON PUTNAM, L L . D . , '70
social l i f e . Such a type
Commencement D i n n e r Speaker
o f t e n appears in the
some of us started the gam e of baseball, would-be specialist, s el f centered, to the
point of forget fulness of common so�ial
but the student body could not produce a
duties. May I refer to illustrations ?
re
be
to
had
club
n i ne, so that this first
M r. Richard H enry Dana, Jr., of Boston,
c rui ted frcm three or four boys from the
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the writer of the classic, "Two Years B e
fore the Mast," held a distinguished place
at the M assachusetts Bar. During the Civil
War h e was U. S. District Attorney. Hav
ing gained a wide experience in the public
questions o f that period, he was asked to
edit a new edition of our classic, " Whea
ton's International Law," which had been
last edited by William B each Lawrence,
Lieut. Governor of Rhode I sland. Mr.
Dana accepted, but it does not appear that
he ever thought to ask M r. Lawrence i f
h e had a new edition i n view.
The appearance of M r. Dana's edition
was followed by a copyright suit in the
United States Circuit Court. The issues
were sent to a M aster, Mr. Henry Vv.
Payne, of Boston. A fter some delay, Mr.
Payne reported that certain note, or notes
from Mr. Lawrence's edition, had been
copied by Mr. Dana, wl ich became the
basi s of an inj unction.
Certain Republicans ran M r. Dana for
Congress in the Essex District, then rep
resented by General B enj amin F. Butler,
who I need not remind you , in 1 8 37 was
a graduate of Waterville College. Mr.
Dana's writings, the "Seaman's Friend,"
and other maritime books, were in almost
every seaman's kit. He held a great audi
ence at Gloucester, dressed in a nautical
double-breasted short-coat and relating sea
anecdotes. At the close of this speech he
referred to B utler, his opponent. Someone
in the hall called out, "How about the
spoons," referring to an old yarn; that
started in B utler's command at New Or
leans ; and Dana unwisely commented on
that story.
A few days later, Butler appeared with
a characteristic speech. In closing he stated
that the Hon. R. H. Dana here had accused
him ( Butler ) w ith stealing spoons . But
that the Circuit Court of the United States
had adj udged M r. Dana guilty of stealing
brains-and added that "each had taken
what he needed most. "
T e n years later, in 1 8 76, President Grant ,
nominated Mr. Dana for Minister to Eng
land, a post quite ideal with Dana's legal
and literary distinction. But he was re
j ected by the S enate, ostensibly because of
the copyright controYersy with Mr. Law
rence, and the partisan influence of General
B utler.
Mr. Dana was an accomplished gentle
man, but rather nearsighted, and some-
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times failed to recognize friends on the
street. It was said that even when he had
the first case on the Supreme Court calen
dar, he would be late, but then proceeded
with his argument without a word of apol
ogy for his delay, to Chief Ju tice Shaw,
and his associates.
rl here is, hovvever, another possibi lity to
the special ist that may have grave conse
quences. It is perhaps most applicabl e to
this era o f specializatioa in research .
Here I cite Darwin's strange impairment
o f mind, showing the sad change from a
love o f poetry and music that came over
him in his later years. A fter mentioning
early fondne�s for poetry, he stated :
" ' But for many years, I cannot endure to
read a line of poetry. I have tried lately
to read a line of Shakespeare, and found
it so intolerably dull that it nauseated me.
I have also almost lost my taste for pic
tures or music. Music generally sets me
thinking too energetically on what I have
been at work on, instead of giving me
pleasure. I retain some taste for fine scen
ery, but it does not cause the exqui site
delight which it formerly did * * * . My
mind seems to have become a k in d of ma
chin e for grinding gen eral laws out of
large collectio ns of fa cts ; but why this

H A RTSTE I � \V . PAG E , D . Sc . . OF T H E CLARS
OF 1 8 8 0
Gi ven Honorary Degree
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shoul d have caused atrophy o f that part
of the brain alone, on which the higher
tastes depen d , I cannot · conceive. "- ( Let
ters o f Darwin, vol. I , p. I OO, Murray,
I 887 . )

O f course Darwin was far from robust,
as his " Voyage o f a N at_ural ist" showed

how he suffered at sea . B ut this impair
ment of mental power may serve as a warn
i ng in these days of specialized research.
In New York, walking clubs are main
tained to rest and invigorate the fatigued
mental powers, by the calming influence of
our woodland hills, and river trails.

Waterville's Appeal for the Retention of Colby
T H E CITIZENS' CO M M ITT EE

Colby College has a definite place to fill,
a definite work to do i n the world o f learn
i ng, and in order better to meet that re
sponsibility, Colby must expand ; stubborn
reaction alone can deny this truth . Colby
should expand, must expand, and is to
expand. Calm, reasoning and reasonable
realization o f the needs and the potenti
alities of the institution makes this prospec
tive change in the college an all but ad
mitted fact already.
The question then arises, how shall the
college expand ? Answer to such question
demands some consideration of Colby i n
the light o f i t s origin, i n t h e light o f con
ditions which produced it, i n the light o f
the work which it has done during the past
hundred and ten years-the work w hi ch
well j ustifies its existence and its claim on
the future.
I n the first place, what is Colby ? Well
enough to l i st buildings , to name gradu
ates, to cite acts and works of Colby men
and women. Even more than is revealed
by such cataloging, Colby is fundamentally
another mani festation of the zeal for learn
i ng, for reason, for thought, knowledge,
wisdom, which made New England great
i n the past, which has kept her great in
the presen t. One more of the small liberal
arts col leges which were established in the
New England region i n pace with the
expansion o f New England civil ization,
Colby, like B owdoin , like Dartmouth, like
Williams, looks back to an initiating urge
which springs f rom the very li festock o f
the people o f N e w England, a questioning,
a determination to find truth, a will to
know.
I nextricably mingled with that urge in
the N e w England sel f i s another, and simi
larly power ful spirit-the sense of associ
ation and union with a given locality. This

it is that makes a man from Maine still a
man from M aine, though you meet him
under the tropic sun. This it is that keeps
the Vermonter a Vermonter wherever he
may go. This it is also that actuates the
Dartmouth man when he speaks o f Han
over with a calm and admirable sort of
pride in his voice. No more singular, or
more i nteresting, force exists in the New
England cosmos than this, which has even
now once more received noteworthy recog
n i tion in the recent Great Meeting on Bos
ton Common. With Bowdoin and Dart
mouth, with Harvard and Yale, with Wil
liams and Amherst, Colby shares in it, has
been moul ded by it, is now and yet to be
in many ways its child.
Because o f origin so conditioned, the
strength o f sentiment , tradition, and a sso
ciation operating in connection with a col
lege such as Colby i s especially great ; a
matter which cannot be ignored in any
discussion o f the expansion of the insti
tution. From that June day in I 8 I 8
when, coming up the Kennebec b y boat,
the little party o f pioneers headed by
Jeremiah Chapli n paused first at the con
fluence of the Kennebec and the Messa
lonskee stream later to be endeared to
thousands of Colby graduates, and then
went on to the present site of the college,
the hi story of Colby and the hi story of
Waterville have been i nseparable. As a
result, there has developed an almost un
conscious linking in the public mind o f the
name of the college with that of the city.
Harvard and Cambridge. Yale and New
Haven , Dartmouth and Hanover, Bowdoin
and Brunswick, Colby and Waterville-the
pairs might be further multiplied. The
desirability o f such stable association· in
public opinion hardly need be elaborated
in this day of the power o f publicity.
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VIEW D OW N T H E KE NNEB E C RIVER TAKEN FROM THE KE NNEBEC SITE. UP THI S RIVER
AND PAST THI S SPOT CAME THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF WATERVILLE COLLEGE, NOW
COLBY.
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V I E W WERT FROl\1 K E N N E B E C
ITE , H O W I N G W O O D E D C O rNTRY AVA I LA B L E F O R F P T t'" R Y.;
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C I TY OF WATE RVI L L E OF FERS TO B U I L D OON C RETE B R I D G E A C R O S fi
� £ E � ' A L O � K E E S T R E A M AT T H I S POI NT.

THE COLBY A LUMNUS
Of even more import than this, however,

i the mass of tradition and memory stored

in the minds of thousands of graduates
tradition and memory of the college and
of the city so inter fused that to separate
one from the other would be impossible.
Let the Colby reader pause and consider ;
how recall S pring w ithout the Messalon
skee ; how relive the hours between classes
without the busy life of the friendly town
in which so many of those h ours were
pa sed ; how remember the years spent in
the college without remembering friend
ships made in the city i tsel f apart from
collegiate associations ? It cannot be done.
Of the place right fully held by such senti
ment as this in the college \Yorld, no one
need be reminded. It i s sufficient to say
that in this-in the remembrance of old
time associations-is the e�sence of that
o ften traduced thing somewhat unfortu
nately named college spirit. The stories o f
undergraduate feats o f one sort or another,
wild and foolish, sensible and sol id, are
ineYitably permeated with the memory of
the place where they were done, and com
mon haring in the e stories is a fter all one
of the strongest ties that a man has with
his college.
Presumably because o f the truth o f this
thing, the opinion o f the alumni o f Colby
is overwhelmingly in fayor o f expansion in
\Va terville.
Sentiment, tradition, association, th ese
are vital, but they are not all, eyen in col
leges. Practical, commonsense considera
tions are alwavs to be reckoned with, and
especially so i t; regard to the expansion o f
Colby. Obviously, t h e a sociations o f over
a century must haYe some tangible result
in addition to the very real but intangible
result of sentiment. That this has been the
fact in the relations existing bet,yeen Colby
and \Vaterville in the past, and that it is
the fact in the relations of the college and
the city now is easily to be seen. Go back
ninety years to 1 840, when the Prudential
Committee recommended the sale of all real
estate held by the college in \Vaterville,
except the campus, in order to pay debts.
This, however, would have been inadequate
and would leave no funds for carrying
forward the work. It seemed inevitable
that instruction would cease and the stu
dent body be scattered. But Stephen Stark,
a prominent Waterville lav.ryer, and Pro
fessor Keely, acting president, undertook

to arouse Waterv ille to the fact that the
college which had been her glory, . \Yas beat
i ng to pieces upon the financi al r ? c � s.
Over $ 1 0,000 was subscri bed and pa t d m
the to\\·n, making one-thir d o f the t � t � l
amount raised from all sources. The spmt
which was shown then continue s now. The
attitude of \Naterville toward the college,
as expresse d informal ly by hundred s o f
citizens, i s o n e o f cooperati on a n d good
will . Colby may rest assured,, too, that, as
was true in 1 840, so also today, \Vater
ville's belief in the college is a belie f backed
by sound common sense as well as senti
ment, by material support as well as a �ec
tion. That such a feeling already exists
bet\\-een town and gown, that it i s a feel
inab of over a century's standing, that i t
<lo es not temain t o b e built u p in a slow
and arduous process extending over gen
erations, is a inatter ·which must be given
\Wight in plans for the expansion o f Colby.
How it has worked out, apart from mat
ters of endowmen t and other financial sup
pmt, may be in part estimated yery easily :
Con ider the business and pro fessional men
of ·\Vaterville ; how many o f them, upon
completing their preparation for life in the
college, found a place ready for them in
the l i fe of the city.
The adnntage to a college of a unified
and satisfied body of alumni is to be sur
mised from the frantic efforts made by
colleges without such a group to secure
such a group . Of course no college would
appear to consider it� graduates as material
assets primarily, and no college doe ; but
there i s more tha n sentiment to be con
sidered in respect of the alumni body of a
college such as Colby. For example, let
the Colbv reader ponder the number o f
graduates o f the college \\-ho, though amply
able to send their children elsewhere. have
sent them to Colby, in order that they
might share in the associations of the place
with their fathers and mothers. Thus is
sentiment linked ·with a very practical ad
vantage to the college, for it is di stinctly
valitable to the college that its alumni body
should be as closeknit as possible, and it
is distinctly \Taluable to the college that
among its students should be young men
and young women to whom the college is
especially significant because o f their fam
ily connection with it. Naturally, any plan
of expansion which would tend to estrange
alumni, or to hinder the further working
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o f this form o f association must be looked
on askance. It i s fallacy to hold that the
p resent alumni sentiment will be of little
w eight thi rty or forty years hence ; the
alumni of a college, like the student body
of a college, are never static ; they are a
continuous and continuing force.
As the nature and order o f words in its
sentence inescapably affect the expression
o f a thought, so the topography and envi
ronm ent o f its location contribute to the
effectiveness of a college.
The city o f
Watervi lle possesses advantages, natu ral
and artificial, which are o f decided impor
tance in a discussion of the expansion o f
Colby.
Expansion admittedly means a
change in the immediate site of the college ,
a task which may be done easi ly, or may
be the cause of a great deal of discom fort
and di sruption. Expansion in \!Vaterville
means a change easily effected because of
the possibility o f utilizing part o f the pres
ent plant at the same time with part o f the
new plant when constructed. The level
terrain of the city, its lack of unpleasant
grades, an d the readiness of communica
tion between the present campus and any
site likely to be chosen in the city for the
new campus combine to render the trans
fer simple and efficient.
The suitability of the city as home for
the college i s enhanced by several other
ci rcumstances worthy of attention. Notable
among them are the medical and hospital
facil ities already existing in the ci ty
facilities so well developed that they obvi
ate concern on that score for the college
authorities. Likewise, the city i s a trading
center for a large and prosperous region,
a fact which assu res to students and fac
ulty alike full opportunity for shopping at
home. N o city in the state possesses more
strategi c rail and highway connections with
the areas from which a maj ority of Colby's
students come. Al so, the fact that Water
ville i s and has been for generations a
predominantly educational center, with
Coburn Classical I nstitute, t 11e academies
of M ont M erici and o f the Ursuline Sis
ters, i n addition to an especially able sys
tem of publi c schools in the city itsel f, as
well as the forward-looking schools of the
suburbs of Winslow, Fai rfield and Oak
land , tends naturally to give to the city an
intellectual cast which though perhaps not
i mmed iately apparent i s nonetheless a sub
stantial thing. In large measure because

o f it, the word "Colby" stands as an open
sesame in the city.
Coupled with this i s the presence i n
Watervi lle, already mentioned, o f a large
number of Colby men whose place in the
affairs of the city is dominant. The pres
ent city government, for example, includes
several Colby men, one of whom is
now mayor o f the city. The significance
to students of finding in charge of the
municipality, and in charge of many o f i ts
leading enterprises, men who were t rained
by Colby is not to be ignored.
Expansion within Waterville i s espe
cially desirable because o f another matter
which is peculiar to Colby. For some years
pas.t there has been constant discussion in
Maine of the possibility o f the establish
ment in the state o f a college for w omen.
For some years past there has been con
stant di scussion in Colby o f the status of
the men's and women's divisions of the
college. Alumnae o f the college have shown
remarkable energy and devotion in fu rther
ing especially the affairs of the women's
division, with the result that al ready, by
reason of its control of land along College
avenue below the present campus, by rea
son of the buildings al ready in existence,
and by reason of the opportunity for the
erection o f others in conj unction with those
now standing, Colby has an admirable
chance, if it wishes, to expand within the
city, establish its men's division in a new
location , expand the present women's plant,
operate a men's and a women's college with
the same faculty of instruction, as i s done
by Tu fts with Jackson, by Harvard with
Radcliffe, and thus to anticipate the need
so strongly expressed by leaders in the
thought o f the S tate. Expansion outside
the city would preclude this.
These things being so, the desirability
of expansion within Waterville being al
l owed, the next question-one which is
rightly and duly important to all who are
seriously interested in the future of the
college-i s, what are the physical oppor
tunities for expansion within the city ?
The answer to t hat question is mult i fold ;
there are many opportuni ties ; they are all
within the city ; they are all readily avail
able ; they are all bound up in many ways
with the past of the college ; they are all
capable of lending immeasurably to its
future.
It is the intt>nt o f thi s article to sum-
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V I K \Y F R O l\f :MEMOR IAL B R I D GE , LOWER E N D O F S I LVER STREE T .
O N LEFT SH OWS T H E
L O C AT I O N OF THE SO-C'ALLF. n KENNE B E C S I TE W H I C H EXTE N D S D O WN TO THE C O N 
F LU E N CE OF R IV E R AND STREAM.

THE MOUNTAI N
WATERVI L L E .
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IN V I C I N I T Y
OF
H IGHE ST E LEVAT I O :N S
O NE OF THE
FAR M S ITE .
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marize briefly and dispassionately the nebec to the east. From the highway and
physical nature and advantages of three the railway on the east shore of the river,
typical sites among the six or seven from these hills and the plateau stand up boldly,
which the college may choose. Others, here commandingly ; Colby thus situated above
not discussed, have perhaps equal desi ra the rivers could well compare with Cornell
bility in one way or another ; those here on Lake Cayuga. There is already. a direct
considered may safely be taken as good road into the property, .and by extension
samples. They are well nigh equal in gen of the concrete paving of Silver street
eral desirability ; each is at a good eleva an extension which Waterville stands ready
tion ; each is well drained ; each is swept to make at once-this campus would be
by pleasant breezes ; each commands that within five minutes' automobile ride of the
wide view of an extended region which is shopping section, even though it would still
in many ways essential to the stimulation have perfect seclusion. Land consisting o f
of the mind ; each is easy of access from several hundred acres along the west shore
the central part of the city ; each is a de of the Messalonskee is available for resi
sirable building site ; and each is at the dences or for playing fields, if desired, and
command of the' college-to be acquired as these may readily be connected with the
soon as the college says the word.
main campus by a bridge across the stream.
Approaching Waterville from the south The property consists of 125 acres. Oppor
by way of the state highway along the east tunities for boating on the stream, always
bank of the Kennebec , the traveller cannot a Colby convention, as well as for hockey
miss seeing a high bluff on the west shore and for \vinter sports, are legion.
Going on north, he who makes a cruis
of the river-a noble sweep of land at the
j unction of the Kennebec and the M essa ing expedition over ColbY:s possible future
lonskee stream, which dominates the coun locations comes next to a place familiar in
try for miles around. Here, at a place many ways to Colby people-Mayflower
which was considered as a site for the hill, to the west of the central part of Wa
college in 1 8 1 8, but which, un fortunately, terville, Mayflower hill, where stands B ee f
was passed over because a larger grant o f steak grove, where generations of students
land could b e secured a t t h e present loca have roamed in the past, climbing up the
tion, is the first, in geographical sequence, gradual slope of the land to reach its sum
of the possible future campuses which are mit, whence as far as eye can reach the
now at the disposition of Colby. The land view is unhampered, from Mount B igelow
.. is a high plateau overlooking two rivers, looming up in the north to far distant hills
commencing at the confluence of the Mes beyond the Belgrade and Cobbosseecontee
salonskee with the Kennebec, j ust above region to the south. East and west like
the shoal waters where many years ago wise, vision is free, and to the west, one
Arnold and his men toiled on their way looks out across the city itself to far away
to Quebec. The peninsula widens as one ridges, with the silver thread of the M es
goes away from the junction toward the salonskee fairly near, and the wider slash
central portion of the city, so that it offers of the Kennebec in the middle distance.
room enough for three or four campuses Five hundred acres of land here are al
larger than the one now in use. It is nat ready bonded, waiting for Colby, if Colby
urally well drained ; the top soil is rich ; veg wants them. The property includes several
etation is excellent ; landscaping would be farms, extends from the crest of the ridge
a simple matter. At the widest part o f the down to the shores of the Messalonskee by
plateau, nearest the central part o f the city, the Gilman street bridge and the old boatis a supply of gravel of inestimable value . house well known to hundreds of students.
in building. At the point of the peninsula, Pray's field, or Pray's hill, scene o f many
just before one reaches the meeting of the a swift tobogganing, is to be acquired as
rivers, rise three small hills, the highest part o f this location. Ways of approach
points o f land in the country round, from to the ridge itsel f are too well known to
any o f which, as from the main body o f need description. Ease of access is assured
t h e plateau itself, one's eye ranges far and through the readiness of the city to extend
wide, along the vista of the river, across Gilman street across the stream and into
the rolling uplands beyond the Messalon the heart of the property, thus making a
skee, or over the wooded shore of the Ken- direct highway from Postoffice Square at
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the cent er o f the city to the future build
ing at the center o f the college. There i s
space here f o r t he college to grow, as there
i s at the site on the bluffs o f the Kennebec ;
there is room for the athletic plant, and to
spare. Despi te the fact that, with the ex
tension o f paved way above mentioned, the
college would be scarce ten minutes from
the center o f the city, it would be secluded,
calm and secure on the hill, its buildings
perhaps going down toward the familiar
stream, its prospect wide.
Inci dentally,
many a Colby man will recall the "Tin
bridge" and the swimming hole. "Tin
bridge' ' takes on a new significance i f the
college goes out on the hill, for the railway
line across the bridge would make possible
a separate station and baggage depot to
serve the college.
Standing on the ridge of Mayflower. hill,
one looks across the stream, to the east,
and sees as a splash o f silver gray against
a green hillsi de the old quarry from which
came the stone used in erection o f Memo
rial, Coburn, and Chemical halls. Sweep
i ng up above the quarry i s a lofty hill, the
equal of Mayflower hill itsel f. Here, still
farther to the north, i s the third o f the
possible locations under d iscussion, the
M ountain View Farm site, an eminence
abrupt and lo fty on the north and west, but
approached f rom the city by a n easy grade
from the south .
Here also t h e view is farflung a n d beau
ti ful, including all the terrain visible from

M ayflower hill, though from a different
angle. Looking down over the quarry to
the Messalonskee bright in the sun below,
then on across the stream to the westward
hills, is an experience well known to many
a graduate. There are available here some
five hundred acres o f land, within easy
reach o f the city, over a direct road. Pro
vision for athletics is all but ready-made,
in the old t rotting park below the hill it
sel f, a fine stretch o f level ground a d
mirably adapted to sports. By control o f
the shores o f t h e Messalonskee t h e Moun
tain View Farm site, in common with the
Kennebec-M essalonskee and the Mayflower
hill properties, offers unlimited opportunity
for canoeing, boating, hockey, winter sports.
Waterville i s prepared to do all in its
power, in addition to providing any o f these
sites, to make i t readily accessible, to sup
ply all improvements necessary in the way
of paved roads, water, and similar facilities.
In sum, then, if the traditions o f over a
century, the desi re of the alumn i, the ad
vantage o f the city, and the choice o f sites
are of any weight, the expansion o f Colby
college, long envisioned by those who have
the wel fare of the institution at heart, must
be made within Waterville.
Moreover, it must be remembered that
Colby college, with a long and honorable
record o f achievement already made, with
mighty possibilities for the future, is a per
sonality, an individuality, a thing-in-itself,
and must so remain.

Among The Graduates
H ERBERT CARLYLE LIBBY, LITT.D., '02

H O LT , ' 1 5 , A PPOI N TED TO I M PORTA N T
POSITION

Everett G. H olt, now manager o f for
eign and crude rubber research , The Good
year Tire & Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio, has
well qualified h i msel f for that recently be
stowed honor. For years h e has made an
i ntensive study o f the rubber industry from
every angle, and his comprehensive su rveys
of crude rubber production and marketing
and authoritative reviews on the state o f
trade i n rubber manu facturing and distri
bution have long proved very in formative
and h elpful. Many o f his admi rable ar
ticles, particularly on rubber planting, in

the I ndia Rubber World have been widely
quoted here and abroad. In fact, in the
realm o f rubber he has as a statistician
few peers and no superiors.
Mr. Holt was born in Clinton, Me., on
November 28, 1 894. He attended Cl inton
H igh S chool and Coburn Classical Insti
tute, and at Colby College i n 1 9 1 5 h e re
ceived the degree A.B. In 1 92 1 he grad
uated from George Washington University
with the degree LL.B .
For two years, 1 9 1 5 - 1 9 1 7 , h e was prin
cipal of Clinton H igh School. From 1 9 1 7
to 1 92 1 h e served as clerk, examiner, and
assistant ch ief, Examining Division, U. S.
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Civil S ervice Commission ; from 1 92 1 to
1 926 as admini strative assistant and As
s istant Chief, Rubber Division, B ureau o f
Foreign a n d Domestic Commerce ; a n d a s
Chief o f t h e Divisi on from 1 926 t o 1 930.
Mr. Holt is the author of " Marketjng
of Crude Rubber," Trade Promotion Se
ries No. 5 5 , Commerce Department, 1 928 ;
" I nternational Trade in M achi nery Belt
ing," Commerce Department, 1 925 ; " Facts
Affecting I mports of T i res, M echanical
Rubber Goods, and Rubber Footwear into
Foreign Countri es," m imeographed reports
with limited distribution, Commerce De
partment ; originated, 1 922- 1 92 5 , "Crude
Rubber N ews Letter," and other special
services on rubber, of Commerce Depart
ment, and contributed numerous articles to
trade periodicals on the trade in rubber and
rubber products.
He is a M ason ( Blue Lodge, Royal Arch
and Counci l ) , and l ives a t 2574 Whitelaw
Ave., Cuyahoga Falls, 0.-The In dia Rub
b er World, July I, I930.
M ATHEWS, '84, I NTERVIEWED

Pray, and you will make more money.
Or get a better j ob.
O r i mprove your personality, and make
yourself popular.
In fact, believes Dr. Shailer M athews,
Dean o f the Divinity School of the Uni
versity of Chicago, the man who prays can
get about anything he wants, if he w ants
i t i ntelligently and morally.
" It's a common notion," says Dr. M ath
ews, "that God is emeritus, like an elderly
Folks admit H e used to do
pro fessor.
great things, but they seem to think H e has
ret ired. I think it's provable that H e hasn't
quit."
So, at the great Chicago theological
school Dr. M athews and his colleagues,
Neil M. Clark tells u s i n T1he A merican
Magazine, are conducting an experimental
laboratory to put his theory to the test.
"They are seeking religious t ruth by ex
periment," w rites M r. Clark. " Beliefs, doc
trines, creeds, old or new, they do not
a ccept w ithout question. They test, ex
amine, gather data ; advance theories ; seek
facts."
To his interviewer , Dr. M athews ex
pressed the hope " to make the technique
of religion as intelligible as arithmetic ; to
learn what God means to man, man to God.

We take nothing for granted," he says.
" Not even God."
But they do believe in God-"not the old
gentleman throned on a cloud," but a " God
o f a different sort," Whose existence can
be demonstrated, not as a greater man, but
-and Dr. Mathews said to M r. C lark :
" I 'l l give you a sort o f definition. There
are two classes o f 'obj ects' : persons, and
things-or matter. I 'm a person, you're
a person ; there must be special forces that
produce personality. Physi cists are trying
to discover a final force behind matter.
Some think it may be electricity.
"We are trying to find the force behind
personality. Whatever its nature, we give
it the name ' God.' ' God is the sum of all
personal ity producing and personally re
sponsive forces in the universe . ' That's a
tentative definition.
"These forces, we hold, can be 'tapped . '
Learning h o w to d o s o is t h e subj ect-matter
of experimental religion. Intell igent inves
tigation will surely teach us a good deal
about their laws. Not everything, but a
good deal. The kind of hum 111 conduct
that accords with universal con duct, and
there fore leads to happiness, prosperity,
achievement, greatest good.
" Through knowledge o f these laws, we
hope to see new human powers released . "
Dr. Mathews is a firm believer in the
efficacy o f prayer, provided one prays in
the proper spirit and for the proper things ;
but, he says :
"To imagine God waiting to hand out
gifts the minute they are asked for in a
certain way, i s hateful.
"But communication with God, which is
prayer, is like communication with a friend
whose help you want. If you and he are
sincere, a f rank talk soon puts you on a
working basis. In the same way, you talk
things over with God, and it is my expe ri
ence that the results depend mainly on sin
cerity and intelligence.
"We may never know God, but we shall
know how He works.
"We don't know the force called elec
tricity, really. But through mastery o f cer
tain laws observed in its activity, we do
wonders with it. Why not the same with
the personality producing force called God ?
" Many individuals have lived religion
experimental ly in the past, but in more or
less haphazard ways . What we aim at is
a technique that will always yield results
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S H A I L E R MATH E W S , L L . D . , OF T H E C LASS OF
D e a n of Divi n i ty Schoo l , U niversity of Chi cago

1 8 84

and that any one of intelligence can learn. behavior of God, and so get help in thei r
"We may not discover exactly what, i f daily lives."-Literary D igest, June 28,
anything, happens t o u s after death, though I9JO.
research in this field is legitimate.
DON NELL, ' 1 2, RECEIVE S MARYLA N D
''The force of prayer can never, perhaps, ,
APP OINT MEN T
be 'metered' as electric current is. What
Portlan d, July r I .-The appoint ment of
happens spiritually during worship may
never be caught by the camera as the flight Superin tendent of all Penal Institut ions of
of electrons is. But we shall certainly de the State of Marylan d was given to Harold
velop a method of discovering new religious E. Donnel l, a former residen t of Maine.
Since his resigna tion from the State Re
truth and a body of evidence concerning
formato
help
will
ry for Men in South Windha m,
that
behavior
individual
social and
human beings to adjust their behavior with Mr. Donnell has served as Superin tendent
increasing intelligence and certainty to the o f the Maryla nd School for Boys at Loch
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Raven . He re
signed in 1 924,
having been in
charge o f t h e
S tate Re forma
tory from the
time o f its
foundation . I t
is
understood
that failure to
p r o v i d e suf
ficient funds for
the reconstruc
tion of build
ings a t South
Windham a fter
they were destroyed by fire
H A R O L D E . D O N NE L L
to carry o u t a
A.B. · 1 2
program which
Head s Maryland Institutions
Mr. D o n n e 1 1
believed necessary for the proper admin
i stration of a correctional institution were
some o f the causes o f friction which arose
at the time of his administration. In the
final months of his services in this State
Mr. Donnell attacked the policies o f the
S tate i n recon structing the prison at Thom
aston , and criticized the j u dicial system .
M r . Donnell is a native of M aine ; was
born at Liberty and i s a graduate of Colby
College and Harvard University. He served
for a time as engrossing and election clerk
during the administration of Governor
Oakley C. Curtis .-Exchange.
TIBBETTS, ' 1 4, E LECTED S U PERI NTENDENT
OF S C HOOLS

Vinal H. Tibbetts, ' 1 4, a fter serving for
nine years as Supervising Principal o f the
public schools at Manhasset, New York,
was recently appointed by the Board o f
Education as Superintendent o f Schools
for the town-Manhasset recently having
been designated by the State Department
of Education as a superintendency district.
M r . Tibbetts has seen great progress in
the local school system since coming to
M anhasset in 1 9 2 1 when there were only
about four hundred pupil s in the school,
practi�lly all in the elementary grades.
Since then a full four-year high school of
superior grade has been established which
has sent over seventy per cent of its grad
uates to higher inst itutions of learning and
which has an enrollment o f almost 300
pupils. The total enrollment in the school

( elementary and high ) now totals nearly
900.
An addition costing over , $300,000 was
added to the original bui lding i n 1 924 in
which at present is housed both the high
school and the elementary grades. A new
grade school costing $200,000 and accom
modating nearly 300 pupils will be ready
for occupancy i n September and the dis
trict has recently purchased a ten-acre site
on which will be bu ilt w i thin the next two
years a new high school , athletic field and
stadium.
The salary schedule for teachers has
been raised on several occasions so that it
now compares favorably with that of New
York City and other schools i n the metro
politan area.
Kendall Howard, '25 , who has been head
o f the Mathematics Department for sev
eral years has been appointed as Principal
of the High � chool succeeding Nathaniel
E . Robinson, ' 1 5 , who has resigned.
Mr. Tibbetts, the new superintendent, i n
addition to hi s school duties is President o f
the Manhasset Exchange Club, a n d Pres i
dent of the Nassau County Teachers' Asso
ciation.
HONORS FOR L. B . A REY, ' 1 2
Dr. L . B . Arey, Robert L . Rea pro fessor
of anatomy in the medical school of North
western University, i s a co-author of the
book " Special Cytology," a large two-vol
ume re ference work for advanced students
and teachers of biology and medicine re
cently published. It treats exhaustively of
the structure and function o f the tissues
and organs that make up the human body.
Each part o f the work is written by an
investigator who has made outstanding con
tributions to the subj ect on which he writes.
Dr. Arey contributed the chapter on the
retina i n which much of the subj ect matter
i ncorporates the results o f his own investi
gations on this subject in the past fi fteen
years.

Dr. L. B. Arey, chairman of the division
o f anatomy in the medical school , has ac
cepted an invitation from Ray Lyman Wil
bur, secretary o f the interior, to assist in
the organization o f the White House Con
feren ce on Child Health and Protection.
Dr. Arey is serving as chairman of ' the
National Com mittee on Basic Sciences and
M aternal and Fetal Problems . The work
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i s \vell under way already and several con
fe � ences of th e men Dr. Arey has ap
pomted have been held. Under his- leader
ship the country's leading authorities in
each o f the fundamental sciences related
to medicine have been organized into a
working body to examine their several sci
entific fields and to recommend research
programs that show promise of lessening
the high mortality of mother and child at
the time of birth .
Conditions in the United States are far
from satisfactory in this regard, Dr. Arey
declared, and in certain respects our coun
try has a far worse record even than some
nations ordinarily considered backward and
unprogressive. Conditions such as these
have arou sed President Hoover's interest
and led him to appoint this commission to
study the underlying problems and suggest
ameliorative measures.
Announcements have been received o f
the marriage o f Doris Irene Roberts, '26,
to Ja mes Young Gates on June 1 5 in Sa
lonica, Greece. Miss Roberts has been for
the last two years teaching English and
other subj ects in the American Boarding
School for Girls, affiliated with Anatolia
College, in Salonica. Mr. Gates has been
a teacher in the boys' school which is also
under the Congregational Board of Foreign
M issions. Mr. and Mrs . Gates plan to
return to the United States thi s summer.
BARTLETT-KELLI H ER WEDDI NG

Waterville, June r8.-Mi ss Ruth Con
stance Kelliher and Francis Firth Bartlett
were married Tuesday a fternoon by the
Rev. John J. Sullivan, a close friend o f the
bride's family. The double ring service
was used and only members of the imme
diate families attended.
M rs. Bartlett is a graduate of Coburn
Classical Institute and of Miss Wheelock's
school in Boston. She has been teaching
at the vVestern avenue kindergarten.
Mr. Bartlett is a graduate of Colby Col
lege and a member of the Delta Kappa
Epsilon fraternity and Phi Beta Kappa
honorary society and has a master's degree
in business administration of the University
of Pennsylvania. He is connected with the
Boothby & Bartlett Insurance Co.
The couple will be at home at the Mel
cher apartments Sept. r a fter an extended
automobile trip.
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N Y E , ' I 6 , G IVE S FAIR FIELD C O N CERT
A highly appreciative audience had the
pleasure of hearing Roger Nye of Fair
field, one of the outstanding tenors in this
section of the country, in a recital last eve
ning at Oak Grove Seminary, the event
bringing to a close a success ful observance
at Oak Grove of National Music week.
Time alone prevented Mr. Nye from
meeting the demands of his audience. His
voice was excellent and his rendition o f
difficult selections brought forth great ap
plause. Encore after encore was called and
Mr. Nye generously responded to the de
mands of an audience which taxed the
capacity of the auditorium. People from
Waterville, Fairfield, Augusta and sur
rounding towns were present to hear a
' 'home product."
Mr. Nye has appeared in numerous con
certs in this locality but his voice never
sounded as clearly as last evening. His
r.ange was perfect.
Mrs. Merrill of Bangor was his accom
panist.-'.L h e Sen tin el.
M i r i a m E.
R i c e , ' 27_. re
cently returned
from studies at
t h e University
of Dij on a n d
t h e University
o f N a n c y,
F r a n c e , has
'1een appointed
a teacher in the
French depart
m e n t of Ed
ward Little high
s c h o o 1 . She
M I R IAM R I C E , A . B . , ' 27
takes the place
J oi n s Auburn School Staff
of Miss Ethel
Manning of Auburn, who is leaving her
duties with the expectation of study abroad.
Following her graduation from Colby where
she was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Miss
�ice taught for two years in Scarboro. At
Edward Little she will have four classes
in French and one in Latin.
STI N C H F IELD,

A

'26, RECEIVES H IGH EST
HONORS

recent announcement from the Dean's
office discloses the fact that Roger A.
Stinchfiel d o f Clinton, Maine, holds the
highest honors of the Class o f Ig30, having
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mai ntained during his four-year cou rse a
general scholastic average o f 89i % . He i s
entitled to t h e honor o f delivering the Vale
di ctory Address at the coming Commence
ment o n Tuesday, June 1 7th. M r . Stinch
field was awarded the B oynton Scholarship
i n his Sophomore Year for having main
tained the highest general average in his
class ( 91 5 / 1 4 % ) , and a special scholarship
in his Junior Year for excellence in his
scholastic record. H e won Phi Beta Kappa
honors at Colby College.-Suffolk Law
Sch o ol Bulletin (May, 130.)
LON G D ISTA N CE TRAVELERS

The honor of having traveled the great
est distance in order to attend the 1 09th
commencement of Colby Coll ege will go t o
H arry W. Dunn, '96, o f Pasadena, Cal.,
according to the returns received to date
by the Commencement committee. How
ever, the honor should be shared by two
others who will travel only a few miles less,
namely : George N . Hurd, '90, of Los An
geles, Cal., who i s coming to attend the
4oth reunion o f his class, and his wi fe,
Edith M errill Hurd, of the class o f 1 888.
T hese three Colby graduates will travel
approximately 3 ,450 miles for the sake o f
meeting t h e i r college mates a n d enj oying
the commencement festivities .
Also coming across the continent are
Rev. George A . Andrews, '92, and Dora
Knigh t Andrews, '92, o f Tucson, Arizona ,
w ho are making the trip in order to witness
the graduation o f their son, George A. An
drews, Jr., '30. Among the others who
have registered from distant states are :
Kenneth L. Wentworth , '25 , Albuquerque,
New M exico ; Louise M cCurdy M acKin
non, ' 1 6, Detroit, Mich. ; Ethel M ason
Goetz, '25, Detroit, M ich. ; and Alice B .
M cDonal d, '2 5 , Atlanta, Ga.-Exch ange . .
RESOLUTIO NS O N THE DEATH OF
R. H. BOWEN, ' 1 4

Following are copies o f resolutions
passed by two scientific societies of which
Dr. B owen, ' 1 4, was a member :
Through the sudden death o f Pro fessor
Robert Hall B owen on August 1 9, 1 929,
American S cience has suffered a grievous
loss, and his many colleagues and associ
ates in biology, a n accomplis hed and be
loved fellow-wo rker. In his field of re
search, cytology, Professor B ow en was a
brilliant leader whose pas sing at the age
of t h irty-seven has robbed science of a

career of extraordinar y promise.
As a
teacher and as an officer o f various scien
tific societies, he gave freely both his time
and � i s k �ow Ie ?ge to helping his younger
associates m science. H e occupied a high
place in the a ffection and esteem of all who
knew him.
His academic training began a t Colby
College and continued at Columbia Uni
versity. From the latter institution h e re
ceived the degree of Master of Arts i n
1 91 4 and Doctor o f Philosophy i n 1 920.
He was an instructor at the Marine B io
logical Laboratory a t Woods Hole in 1 9 1 7,
and from 1 9 1 9 to 1 925 ; he was in charge
of one of the courses from 1 922 to 1 925.
At Columbia University h e held succes
sively the positions of instructor and as
sistant pro fessor ; in 1 928 he was appointed
a full Pro fessor of Zoology.
In 1 926 he was elected a Fellow of the
New York Academy- o f Sciences and dur
ing 1 927 and 1 928 served as Vice-Presi dent.
In 1 929 h e became a member o f the Coun
cil. During the period he was Chairman
o f the Section o f B iology, and largely
through his personal efforts, the member
ship of the Section was greatly increased.
Resolved, That the Council o f the N ew
York Academy o f S ciences, in formal ses
sion, express their sorrow that through the
death o f Pro fessor Robert Hall Bowen
they have lost a loyal and faith ful officer
who combined the qual ities o f high schol
arship with a wi nning personality.
ROY wALDO M I NER,

Recording Secretary,
N. Y. Academy of Sciences.
The American Society o f Zoologi sts re
cords with much regret the death of our
fellow member Robert Hall B owen, which
took place at North Dartmouth, M ass.,
August 1 9, 1 929.
Dr. B owen was born at M edina, N. Y.,
May 24, 1 892. He graduated w ith h onors
at Colby College in 1 91 4, and in the same
year entered upon the study of medicine
at the College o f Physicians and Surgeons
of Columbia University. His strong predi
lection for microscopical anatomy and em
bryology led him however, a fter a year o f
medical study, to take up t h e study of those
subj ects along non-pro fessional lines and
to enter upon a scientific career. Entering
the Department of Zoology at Columbi.a in
1 9 1 5 he received the degree o f M.A. in
1 9 1 6 and of Ph .D. i n 1 920, h aving in the
meantime served for two years as an avi-
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� tor _in the war. A fter eight years o f serv
ice 111 the Department of Zoology, with
steadily advancing promotion, he was ap
pointed to a full pro fessorship in 1 928 . He
was married i n 1 920 to Miss Elizabeth
M a ry H odgkins and had one son, born in
1 92 5 .
B owen w a s an indefatigable worker and
in his short career produced nearly fi fty
papers, five of which were in press at the
time o f his death. These works were al
most exclusively devoted to cytology and
cytological methods, dealing especially with
the chondriosomes, Golgi bodies and other
cytoplasmic cell-components ; and in this
field he stood in the foremost rank of in
vestigators. He was also an excellent gen
eral zoologist and fi�ld naturalist, and a
sympathetic , stimulating and success ful
teacher. As an investigator he possessed
rare qualities of clear vision . accuracy and
t horoughne s, combined \\·ith critical fa
miliarity with the technique a.nd literature
of his subj ect. It is deeply to be regretted
that death cut short a scientific activitv that
had already produced distinguished achieve
ment and held even greater promise for the
future.
Bowen's upright and generous character
\\'On for him the \Yarm regard of a large
circle o f friends, colleagues and students
by \Yhom his loss is deeply felt.
Be it therefore.
Resolved. That the American Society of
Zoologi8ts hereby express its deep sen e of
the loss to its membership and to science
through Pro fessor Bowen's untimely death
and its appreciation of his important �vork ;
That the Secretary record these resolu
tion s among the minutes of this meeting ;
And that a copy o f this memorial be sent
to l\Irs. Elizabeth Hodgkins BO\ven \Yith
an expression of our \varm sympathy.
( Signed) En:\I GND B. \V1Lso x ,
Secretary,
American Society of Zoologists.
MrrC H ELL, '72, CELEBRATES 8oT H
B IR T H DAY

\Vaterville, July 1 6.-The Rev. Howard
R. Mitchell quietly observed his 8oth birth
day Wednesday at his home on Nudd
street. His dinner guests were hi s brother
and family, Mr. and Mrs. I ra A. l\'l itchel l
and daughters, Margaret and Frances o f
College avenue. Mr. M itchell and his wife
celebrated their 5 5th wedding anniversary
on July 4.
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Mr. l\ifitchell was born on a farm in Sid
ney, the son o f Benjamin G. and Betsey
L. Coombs M itchell. He is a graduate o f
Colby College and N ewton Theological In
stitute. He is a member o f Phi B eta Kappa
and Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternities.
On July 4 he married Alice J . Hook o f
Corni . h , N . H . , and t o this union two chil
dren were born, Mrs. Grace A. Davis o f
\Vatervill ':' and Frank H . M itchell o f Car
bondale, Pa .
l\fr. l\1itch ell wa ordained to the minis
try in \Vaterville in July, 1 87 5 � and has
served many pastorates before h e left the
ministry to enter business.
In l 8C)6 M r. l\Jitchell started a flori t
business - i n thi s city under the name o f
H . R. Mitchell & Son. He continued i n
this business until 1 906 \vhen he became
connected \vith the Central Maine Publish
ing Co. For six months he was editor o f
the \Vaterville Evening Mail . In l 9o8 he
went into the nursery stock business and
soon a fterward s became affiliated with the
\Va.terYille Sentin el Publi shing Co., 1 11
\\·hose employ he still remains.
Durin� his life o f use ful sen-i ce, l\lr.
l\Iitchell was president o f the \Vhittemore
Furniture Co . , trustee of Central Univer
sity, Iowa, 1 876-78 ; trustee of H iggins
Classical Institute, 1 89 1 -96 ; member o f the
school board, Conway, Mass.. 1 88 1 -85 ;
member o f the \Vaterville city council ,
l ge> r -02 ; member o f the committee "·hich
h;:id charge of the building o f the pre ent
City hall, and superintendent of burials for
three years.
l\Ir. l\I itchell is the author of ' ' The
Lord's Supper" and "\Vhat Do the Scrip
tures Teach ?" In earli er years he was in
great demand as a speaker an d has de
livered many l\lemorial Day addresses .
L ewiston Journal.

PAD1 ER- STl N EFORD A N ::\'"OUN C'DI E X T

Pittsfield , July l 9.-l\1r. and �Irs. Her
bert L . P a l me r have re<:ently announced
the enga�em�nt of their daug�1ter, Beatrice
'Marv. to \Yilliam Horace Stineford o f
B rownville Tunction. l\1 iss Palmer, a grad
uate of Colby College, is to teach in l\l on
son Acacemy this coming year.
�I r. Stineford. the son of l\Ir. and l\lrs.
\V. H . Stineford, is a graduate of Colby,
and a member of the Kappa Delta Rho
Fraternity. A fter Tnlv 2 1 he will be lo
cated in .New York · Citv where he has ac
cepted a position v:ith the \V. T. G··ant C o .
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Where Waterville Stands
The
following
clear-cut
resolutions
passed unanimously by the City Council
of Watervi lle a t i ts regular meeting o n
J u l y r , 1 030, will be handed down to pos
terity as one more piece of evidence o f the
loyal devotion o f the C ity to Colby College :
Wh ereas, it appears that in order to
properly provide for the future develop
ment o f Colby College, the Trustees of the
coll�ge have voted to move to a more favor
able site ; and,
Vv nereas, the great value o f Colby Col
lege as an integral part o f the city o f vVa
terville, is realized by all our citizens ; and,
\t\Thereas, i t is not only to be desired, but
imperati ve that Colby College be retained
in this city ; and
\Vhereas, a citizens' committee has been
o rganized to act in behal f o f the citizens
of Waterville ; and
Wherea s, sai d committee has voted to
un derwrite the sum o f One Hundred

Thousand ( $ I oo,ooo ) Dollars for the pur
pose of retaining Colby College ;
Now, be it resolved, that the City Coun
cil o f the city o f Watervi lle, in j oint con
vention assembled, unanimously endorses
the action o f the citizens' committee and
pledges itsel f to support said committee in
i ts effort to retain Colby College ;
Be it further resolved, that this City
Coun cil, by unanimous vote, expresses to
the Trustees of C olby College its desire
and willingness to render all possible as
sistance in the development o f Colby Col
leg_e, i n the securing o f a suitable site, and
o f providing all municipal i mprovements
necessary for purposes of college expan
sion, including streets, sewers, bridges,
lights and water ; and
Be it further resolved , that this City
Council i s confident that in the foregoing
resolutions, it expresses the will and desire
o f every Waterville citizen.

I

H UG H

ROSS

CHAPLIN,

Given Degree o f L L. D .

'80

H E NRY

H OYT

H I LT O N ,

TR USTEE

Given Degree of L L . D .
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Address at the A lumni Lunch *
F.

F.

H AROLD DuBoRD,

' 1 4,

HAR O L D D C B O R D , ' 1 4
OF W .ATE RY I L LE

M AY OR

Speaks

at A l u mn i

L u nch

A fter extending a cordial greeting to all
those who were present in behal f of the
citizens of \Vaterville, he immediately be
gan a discussion o f the question o f remov
ing the College. He pointed out that there
were material, economic, and spiritual rea
sons why \Vaterville wanted to retain Colby
College. On the other hand, he pointed
out that perhaps these reasons were not the
reasons why Colby should remain in vVa
terville, that it might be said these reasons
were selfish ones. He next suggested why
Colby itself might want to stay in \Vater
ville a fter the long and splendid associa
tions of one hundred and ten years. He
delved a little into the history of the Col
lege, pointing out that when \Vaterville ·was
selected as the site of the Maine Literary
and Theological Institution the trustees at
that time voted to locate in \Vaterville on
condition that the sums raised by the town
* It is i m possible to give a verb a t i m report of Mayor
Dubor d , is here printed .

MAYOR oF vVATERvn-fLE

and by the inhabitants of \tVaterville, in the
j udgment of the locating committee, were
likely to be realized. At the time the in
habitants of \i\Taterville paid in something
like $2,000 . In 1 8 1 7 \IVaterville citizens
were solicited for subscriptions to aid in
the construction o f proposed buildings.
These subscriptions were raised on condi
tion that all such subscriptions be void
unless said institution be established in the
town of \Vaterville within two years.
Again in 1 820 another subscription paper
was passed around among the citizens and
in 18 �_o when the College was beating to
pieces upon financial rocks another appeal
was made to the citizens of \tV aterville and
they responded to the extent o f over $ 1 0,000. a very substantial amount in that day.
Mayor Dubord argued from this facts
that from an ethical, i f not a legal stand
point, the trustees of Colby College might
not feel j ustified in moving to some new
location beyond the city limits. He fur
ther pinted out in this connection that most
o f the gi fts '"'hich had been made to Colby
were probably made in contemplation o f
all the associations of the years. Gardner
Colby was once a poor bov in the town
of \Vaterville where he had assisted his
mother by manual labor and that he had
been actuated to make his later benefac
tions because o f his early memories o f the
town. The will o f Frank Champlin seemed
to him additional argument of indissoluble
bonds between College and City. He un
doubtedly would never have giY en a hal f
million to Colby i f it had not been located
in \Vaterville. He was a man who had
scarcely lived in \Vaterville and yet a man
who saw fit to call \!V aterville his home,
and so stated as much in his will. He left
a large gi ft to the city itself which would
indicate hi s love for the city.
J\I ayor Dubord frankly stated that it was
his belief that the present offer o f a site
in Augusta smacked too much o f commer
cialism and not of love for Colby College.
He quoted the late Chief Justice Cornish
who recited at the Anniversary Dinner in
1 920 the following J ines :
Dubord' s address, but its substance, approved by Maror
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"

W.e

m a y b u i l d more splendid habitations,
Fil l our rooms with painti n g and with sculp
tures,
B u t we cannot
Buy with gol d the old a s sociations."

In closing, M ayor Dubord spoke as fol
lows :
' 'A college is more than a teaching staff,
more than a student body, buildings or
material things . B y far the most impor
tant part of a college is its association s, its
traditions, yes, its soul. We are taught i n
religion t h a t t h e soul, the spirit, i s more
important than the flesh. What i s true in
this re pect i s true o f the spirit of a col
lege ; and now we are asked, in retu rn for
a materia l gi ft, to give up the s01,1l of Colby
College to receive in return a more beau
t i ful body.
" Colby Alumni, do you remember with

m e those wonderful associations o f the
past at Colby College in the City o f Water
ville ? Do I need to mention any of those
haunts which are dear to your hearts ? Do
I need to remind you that when you return
to Colby in the springtime it woul d not be
Colby College i f it were not in the City
of Waterville ? Are you going to allow
to be wiped out those assoc iations which
have taken one hundred and ten years to
establish , those associations and traditions
which the tongue cannot describe but which
the heart knows and understands ? Or are
you going to make your opposition felt to
the wiping out o f all those things which
you and I have held so dear and preserve
these associations for you r chi ldren and
my children and for generations yet un
born ? Are you going to allow Colby Col
lege to give up its soul ?"

Reunion of

1925

'
RUSSELL M . SQUIRE, B . S , 25
.

A very pleasant fi fth-year reunion of the
cla s of 1 925 was held at Fort Hali fax
Tavern on Saturday evening, June 14, 1 930.
Twenty-one members of the cla-s returned
to enj oy the event and when the evening
was over everyone was more than pleased
to have been able to atten d .
T h e member o f t h e class gathered a t
t h e Tavern at 6 P. M . a n d a fter an ex
change o f greetings enj oyed a deli ciou
dinner. There \Vere no speeches on the
p rogram, but all j oined in a general talk
and discus ion of college days. A short
bu ine s session was held in order to ap
point a committee to make arrangements
for the reunion of 1 0 � 5 . Dori s Hardy,
Flora Harriman , " B ill" Millett, "Al" Chap
man and " Ru s " Squire were given ch arge
of the next a ffair. I t was voted that C . B .
Chapman continue as Secretary and Trea u rer of the cla s .
As o n e m ight expect at this t i m e , t h e
question o f moving Colby w a s brought up
be fore the meeting. A ll but th ree mem-

bers of the class vyere ii1 favor of keeping
Colby i n Waterville, and the Class of 1 925
expressed a vote o f confidence in the Board
of Trustees.
At 9 P. M. old classmates had said good
bye once again and there was not one but
enj oyed every second of the evening. The
committee, of course, would like to have
had more classmates back. but were indeed
pleased ·with the response received. One
hundred cards were mailed to the members
of the class. Twenty-one people returned
and there were fi fty replies expressing sin
cere regret . " Red" \Ventworth made the
trip from Albuquerque, New M exico, in
order to attend, and Mrs. Joseph Goetz
( nee Ethel Mason ) came from Detroit,
M ich .
be
be
to
of

It i s hoped that the reunion of 1 935 will
even better attended. A good time will
in store for all who make the extra effort
return to enj oy again the thrill and love
Colby.

DI RECTORY OF LEA D I N G TEAC H ERS' AGENC I E S

T H E C A R Y T E A C H E R S' A G E N C Y
" T H R E E A G E N C I ES---O N E R EG I ST R AT I O N "

O u r b u s i n e s s i s d o n e b y rcco nwumda tion i n a n s w e r t o direct calls f ro m e m p l oye r s
C . WILB'UB CABY, Manage1·
ROSE E. BRADBURY, Manager
14 B eacon Street, B oston, Ma.ss.
36 Pearl Street, Hartford, Conn.
614 Clapp Memorial Bldg., Portland , Me.
GEOBGE H . LABBABEE , Manager

�

� T h e �l a i n e Teachers� A g en c y �

T h i s Agency, t h e O L D E S T a n d L A R G E S T Teach ers' Age n cy in M a i n e, h 2 s p l a ct.d
T H O U S A N D S o f col l ege men a n d w o m e n i n t h e B E S T P A Y I N G P O S I T I O N S
t h roughout N e w Engl and. \Ve maintain t \!v o offi ces i n t h e State. Teachers a n d school
o ffic i a l s every w h e re :i. r e cordi a l l y i n v i t e d t o commu n i cate w i th e i t h er o r both offices.

\V. H. HOL M A N, L L. B . , P E D . M . , 1f a t, agc r, B a ngor Office, Exchange B l dg., B a ngor, M e.
H. H. RANDA LL, A . B . , M a n a ger, Port l a n d Office, Y. M . C. A . B ui l d i ng, Portl a n d , M a i ne .

THE FISK TEACHERS' AGENCIES
Bos ton,

lUass., 1 2 0

N e w York, N. Y., 22::> F i f t h Ave n u e
Syracu se, N. Y . , 402 D i l l a ye B u i l d i n g
P h i l a de l p h i a , P a . , 1420 C h e s t n u t S t reet
Pitt s b u rgh, Pa., 540 U n i on T r u st B l d g.
B i rm i n gh a m , A l a ., 210 T i t l e B u i l d i n g

W I N S H I P
T E A C H E R S'
A G E N C Y

Boy l s t o n

S t reet

C l e ve l a n d , Oh io, S c Jt ofield B u i l d i n g
C J1 i cago, I l l . , 28 E. Ja ckson B o u l eva rd
K a n s a s Ci ty, l.Uo., 1020 McGee S t reet
P o rt l a n d, Ore., 409 J o u rn a l B o i hl i n g
L o s A n g e l e s , C a l ., 548 S o . S p ri n g S t reet

FREQUENT CA LLS FOR HIGH
SCHOOL, ACA DEMIC AND
COLLEGE POSITIONS

6

Beacon

S END

FOR

H J, A N K

U os t o n ,

S t rct>t,

A I ,Y I X F.

lU:t ss.

PEA S E

K E L L O G G'S C O L L E G E A G E N C Y
II.

S.

li: E LL OG G, M :nHt gcr, 31

U n ion

S q u a re,

New

York

During tbe l ast year or two there has been an i ncreased d emand
E s t a b l ished 3 1 years ago.
No c harge
for College ass istants , H i g h School a n d P r i vate School teachers nt splendid s a l a r i e s .
B ecause of l oc a t i o n ( N ew York ) ,
Send fu l l and com p l ete l etter abou t yours e l f .
for registration.
\Vri t e today.
Tell your frien ds .
positions a re coming h e re a l l the year ' r o u n d .

We Interstate Teachers' Agency
500 Duffy Powers Bldg., Rochester, N. Y.

T. H. ARMSTRONG , Prop.

Has success fu l ly pl aced several graduates of Colby Col l ege du ring the l as t

J f you want t o teach, w ri t e f o r i n formation .

few years.

D I RECTOR Y OF LEAD ING T HEOLOG ICAL SCHOOL S

DIVINITY SCHOOL

THE COLGATE- ROCHESTE R
DIVINITY SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

R O C H EST ER, N. Y.
Con tin u ing
Colga te Theological Sem inary
Roches ter Th eo logical Semin ar,y
ALBERT W. BEAVEN, D.D., President
T H O M A S W E A R I NG, Ph. D., Dean,

OF THE

A graduate school of the U n i ve r-,
sity, granting A . M . , D.B., and P h . D.
I ts courses give practical training
in preach ing, social serv ice, rel igious
education.
Exceptional opportunities for p rep
aration for m i ssionary fields.
'

Approved students gi ven guarantee
o f remunerative work so d i rected as
to become part o f vocational train
ing.
Add ress
S H AILER M AT H EW S , Dean.

THE NEWTON
THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION
A S C H O O L FOR LEADERS
Courses leading to B . D. Degree
Special Provision for Post Graduates
Many opportu n ities for M i ssionary,
P h i l anthropic and Practical Work
Harvard U n i versity offers special free
p r i v i l eges to approved N ewton
Students
N EWTON CENTRE, M A S S .

A Graduate School of T h eology with
courses l eading to degrees o f B.D.,
Th.M., and Th.D.

N e w site purchased, new b u i l d i ng i n
i m m ediate prospect. E nriched c ur
riculum,
increased
faculty,
en
larged l i brary.
Correspondence i nvited.
G. B. Ew:ELL, Registrar.

1 8 1 6- 1 928

BANGOR THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
BANGOR, M AI N E
The II4th year opened in Sep tember

1929

P repares for th e Pastorate and for
M issionary Service.
Courses leading to Diploma and to
Degree.
Affiliation with the University o f
Maine.
Close touch w i th Rural and Urban
Fields.
Modern Equipment
Expenses Low
F o r catalogue a n d informa tion, address

W A R R E N J. M O ULT O N , President

HIGGINS CLASSICAL INSTITUTE
Charleston, Maine
A PREPARATORY SCHOOL
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
O n e o f the fi n e Old N e w Engl and
Academies w ith the rich background
o f N e w England I deals and T radi
tions.
Founded i 824.
Courses
a n d othe r
M us ic.

p reparing
col leges.

for COLBY
B u s i ness and

All B ranches o f Athl etics, Wi nter
Sports.
For catalogue and information, add1·ess
EDWARD
Box

,V. H I N C K S , Head master

'71,

Kent's

Hiii,

Maine

AN EXCELLENT PREPARATORY
SCHOOL

FOR

COLLEGE

Teach ers' Training and English
courses. I deal location. Large and
pleasant grounds.
Athlet i c field on
campus.
Expenses moderate.
Elec
tric car service. Christian i n fluence.

For information,

address

Principal W I L L I A M A. T RACY, B . A.
Charleston,

Maine

RICKER CLASSICAL INSTITUTE
HOULTON, MAI N E

" The B est Known Sch o o l i n A ro ostook"
R icker presents fi n e opportun i ties for enterprising boys and girls
Strong Fac u lty, Excel lent Courses Prepare for Co l l ege
For in formation apply to the Princi pal

The Crosby Teachers' Agency
LEW I S S. C RO S B Y '20, BOX 5 1 , DANVERS, M A S S.
O wned and conducted by a COLBY man. No charge to Colby men and women for
registration.
Write now so we may have your papers when you want a position.

-----
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LEE

A CA D E M Y

-----

O pens w i th record enrollment, dorm i t o ries a n d n ew school
s t udents.
F a c u l ty s i x college trained men a n d women .
T u i ti o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
B oard a n d Room . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Registration F e e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b uilding
.

.

. .
. .

filled

to

capaci ty .

$ 90.00
1 8 0.00
1 0. 0 0

Total f o r t h e year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2 8 0 . 0 0
Stud ents coming from town s t h a t have n o high school have t u i tion p a i d by t h e tow n , m aki ng
total expenses for the year $1 9 0. 00.
For Informa t ion and Catalogue apply to
LE E , MAI N E
A. M . P OTTLE , Principal

Northeastern University

•
•

•

Evening Division
School of Law

School of Business

LL. B. Degree.

M . B. A . degree course for col l ege men.

Four-year course.

B . B . A . degree course for undergraduates.

Case method of i nstruction, similar to that
in the best day l aw schools.

1 79

coll ege men enrol l e d representing 4 7

coll eges and universities.
Special ization i n Accounting, Business A d
minis tration and Secretarial Science.
Faculty

of experienced and well

trained

business men.
Actual business p roblems, the basis of in
stru ction.

Prepares for ba r examinations and prac
t i ce.
44% of students, al umni of col leges.
Students o f widely varying ages and occu
pations.
Alumni outstandingly succes s ful as
yers, j udges, busi ness executives.

l aw

Exceptional faculty o f practicing l awyers
who have been trained i n leading day
l aw schools.

3 1 2 Huntington Avenue, Boston, Mass.

Telephone Ken. 5800

W A N T E D
Records, Letters, Pictures of Old Colby
Particul arly letters written by students in col lege containing descriptions of courses,
professors, or coll ege l i fe. Letters o f recent years may be as valuable as those of older
days.
Pictures are desired wh ich depict campus scenes, students' rooms, i n fact, any sort o f
picture except studio portraits.
It is proposed to put a selection of such items into a permanent form and all those who
submit material will be doing a di stinct service t o the col lege. Detai l s will be announced
a t a later date.
Great care will be taken of all contributions and they will be returned as soon as copies
can be made. Please send material to the Editor o f the ALU M NUS, who will see that i t
gets t o the interested party.

<troburu <trlassiral llustitutr
Foit nded 1820
Offers th o rough preparation for any col lege.
i n Household Art s and Music.
Hall for g i rl s .

Special courses

Thayer Hall for boys.

Ath letics under careful supervi sion.

experi enced faculty.

Coburn

Competent,

I n d i v idual attention.

Coburn bel ieves in the <le'v elopmcnt o f t h e al l-round boy and
girl.
Illustrated booklets on request.
GUY R . WH ITTEN, A c ting Principal
ED ITH P. WH ITTEN, Associa t e

Hebron Academy
" THE MAINE SCHOOL FOR BOYS "
FOUNDED 1 804

Located among the hills o f Oxford County. Fi fteen miles
from Lewiston, and sixteen miles from Poland Spring.
All branches of athletics, healthful and varied outdoor - li fe.
vVinter sports. Fine covered skating arena.
A

BOY S ' COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

H igh scholastic standards, certifi cate privilege.
inst ru ctors.

Twelve male

Only boys of good character accepted. Clean 1 1ving, high
ideals ; character development considered fundamental .
For in formation write
R . L. HUNT, Prin cipal,

Hebron, Maine.

@o lby @o llege
Foun ded in the Year 1 820

O ffers Courses Leading to the Degrees o f Bachelor of Arts and
Bachelor o f Science
Annual Catalogue Sent Upon Request, also
S pecial Pamphlets Descriptive o f Courses O ffered in the Sciences
and in Publ i c Speaking

Address Commun ication s to

COLBY COLLEGE
WATERVI LLE, M A I N E

Arrangement...
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

pleasing to the eye makes type more
easily read, its message more e asily
grasped.

That's the object of all print--

1ng.
Specializing in the use of type through
many, many years gives us a certain
mastery in the production of more
effective printing.

Kennebec Journal Press
•
•

•

Better Printing
Augusta

•
•

•

® tt k � rn u r
A QUAKER SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

Located on a sunny hillside in the midst
of more than a hundred acres with spacious
new playing, fields an d woodland bridle paths.
Thorough preparation for college under a
faculty of specialists interested in the person
ality and harmonious growth of each girl .
Separate Junior Department admits stu
dents ready for seventh grad e .

Post Graduate

year offers intensive preparation for college
or a cultural course.
Special

departments

under

experts

in

Music, Art, Expression and Physical Educa
tion.

)

MR. and MRS. ROBERT E. O W EN, Principals
Box 14, Vassalboro, Maine

